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Preface 
 

The physical imprint of Georgia’s predominantly agrarian past is clearly 
reflected in the agricultural landscapes and structures covering the different 
physiographical regions of the state, but in many places, this landscape and the 
buildings that are tied to the land are fast disappearing.  The Georgia 
Department of Transportation frequently encounters historic agricultural 
resources during the planning phases of projects all over the state; 
consequently, in 2000, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and GDOT 
partnered with the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) and hired New 
South Associates to draft a context study to increase our understanding of this 
aspect of Georgia’s history and the associated landscapes and built 
environment.  The context, entitled Tilling the Earth: Georgia’s Historic 
Agricultural Heritage-A Context,  was completed in 2001and includes an 
agricultural history overview; an agricultural typology based on time, region, 
crops, and ethnicity; a description of agricultural landscapes; an inventory of 
agricultural buildings and structures in Georgia; an inventory of archaeological 
sites; and criteria for determining National Register significance and eligibility.  
The Department has since used the context as the basis of National Register 
eligibility determinations for agricultural resources all over the state.   

The contextual survey of Paulding County, Historic Farms in Paulding 
County: Agricultural Context Survey, resulted from a Memorandum of 
Agreement between the FHWA, GDOT, and Paulding County which mitigated the 
adverse effect to a historic farmstead located along one of the Department’s 
project corridors in that county.  Building on the framework established in 
Tilling the Earth: Georgia’s Historic Agricultural Heritage-A Context, this new 
agricultural context prepared by Edwards-Pitman Environmental, Inc. for 
Paulding County has gone farther in scope than the statewide context and 
provided more specificity with regards to eligible properties in the county and 
has provided recommendations for preservation.  Essentially, the context is a 
planning tool that will place Paulding County’s agricultural resources firmly in 
a category that requires consideration.  Most importantly, with its inventory of 
historic agricultural properties and National Register eligibility 
recommendations, the County has made a significant first step in the 
preservation of its historic farms.   

The Georgia Department of Transportation is pleased to publish Historic 
Farms in Paulding County: Agricultural Context Survey as report Number 18 in 
its Occasional Papers in Cultural Resource Management series. 
 
Sandy J. Lawrence 
Historian 
Georgia Department of Transportation 
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the 1920s, recollected 
seeing “cotton patches 
everywhere,” as well as 
produce, watermelons, 
syrup cane, corn and lots 
of small dairies.1  Once 
picked, cotton could be 
loaded onto wagons and 
taken to Hiram or Dallas 
where it would be ginned, 
baled, purchased, and 
stored in warehouses 
prior to being shipped to 
its final destination via 
the Southern Railway.   
 
 
 
 
By 1930, there were fewer farms in the county than the previous decade by approximately 10%, 
and these averaged 63 acres.  About 8% of the farmers were black, down from 11% in 1920, and 
approximately 60% of all farmers were leasing or sharecropping the land.  The Agriculture 
Adjustment Act and other rural programs were enacted to assist farmers.  In 1938, Paulding 
cotton growers received $47,671 from the government in Agricultural Conservation checks; 
these were subsidies to reduce production and thereby raise farm prices by paying farmers to let 
some of their land lay fallow.   
 
A typical day in the life of the farmer was jotted down in a diary of a young farmer in 1934 and 
1935.  His account painted a picture of a multigenerational family who worked the fields of the 

63-acre homestead and assisted 
extended relatives who tilled adjacent 
lands.  Days were full, and seasonal 
cycles necessarily dictated everyday 
activities.  Springtime brought the 
planting season when manure for 
fertilizer was brought from Dallas, 
cotton rows were laid, fruit trees 
purchased, and corn was planted.  
Picking cotton into bales, removing 
dried peanuts from the vine, peddling 
sweet potatoes to nearby towns in a 
recently  purchased  truck,   as  well  as   

                                                 
1 “Farming in Paulding County,” in The Heritage of Paulding County, Georgia, 1832-1999.  Paulding County 
Historical Society, Inc., 2006, p. 29. 

A street scene in Dallas during the cotton season, c. 1907

Plowing the fields, c. 1930 
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State of Existing Farms 
 
As noted earlier, the agricultural landscape in Paulding County has changed considerably over 
the past century.  Today, two farm eras described in Tilling the Earth are represented in the 
existing landscape.  Of the properties surveyed, 63 of them appear to fall within the period 1865 
to 1920 during which time cotton was the staple crop and small farms proliferated.  Seventy-two 
were constructed within the period from 1920 to 1950 when cotton production declined and was 
gradually being replaced by other goods.  Overall, the landscape reflects the statistical figures 
noted in the agricultural census records, with the preponderance of small family farms having a 
single barn and one or more additional support structures, including a smokehouse, chicken 
house, or an all-purpose building that may have been used to house vehicles or equipment.     
 
 

A significant number of the earliest 
farmhouses date from the last quarter 
of the 19th century through the first 
quarter of the 20th century.  
Farmhouses were generally small, 
vernacular buildings with additions 
enlarging the dwelling over the 
years. While significant alterations 
and additions have taken place to the 
majority of dwellings over the years, 
only approximately 3% are known to 
have replaced the original residence. 

A Saddlebag farmhouse was comprised of two rooms of unequal 
size, with a central chimney, c. 1910. 

A Central Hallway house type (seen at left) is 
recognizable by a chimney located at each 
gable end and a central hallway that 
separates the dwelling into two rooms of 
equal size.  
 
Photo courtesy of the  
Vanishing Georgia Collection, 
Georgia Department of Archives and History 
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Threats to Existing Farms 
 
Threats to existing farms appear to be the sale and division of large portions of former farmland, 
encroaching large-scale residential developments, and road improvements (refer to the zoning 
map on page 8).  Urbanization and suburbanization due to population growth within the 
metropolitan Atlanta region are rapidly transforming the landscape. Planned residential 
developments have predominated in the northeastern and mid-southern sections of the county.  
Substantial amounts of former agricultural lands have been cleared in preparation of these future 
communities.  Areas in other parts of the county are also experiencing rapid residential 
development, but in those areas, new construction is being undertaken on a more individual 
scale. Historically, farms were located close to transportation routes and water sources.  
Therefore, roadway improvements, in keeping up with the accelerated population growth, pose a 
primary obstacle to the maintenance of existing farms in these sections.    
 
While approximately 62% of farms appear to have intact fields with a minimum of 5 acres, 
without having interviewed owners of each of the historic properties, it would be difficult to 
ascertain the number of working farms that remain today.  Although some of the remaining 
historic outbuildings have been converted to contemporary uses, a substantial number have not.  
The latter face a multitude of potential detrimental threats through lack of maintenance and 
neglect, weather and vandalism. 
 
Of the twenty-two properties recommended eligible for the National Register for Historic Places, 
three appear to face the most imminent threats due to the above factors.  These are Resource #10 
which is listed for sale, Resource #106 that has been encroached upon with the construction of a 
new highway, and Resource #123 which is adjacent to several planned large-scale developments.  
Due to their age, unique construction techniques and history, these properties should be 
preserved as a valuable key to Paulding’s architectural and agricultural past. 
 
Two properties, Resource #116 and Resource #117 belong to the Hollingshed family on 
Harmony Grove Church Road and Hollingshed Road.  While the original farm has been 
subdivided amongst at least three family members, these tracts appear to remain intact within the 
extended family.  Several hundred acres remain undeveloped and utilized for agricultural 
purposes amidst extensive surrounding development.  Together, these properties may be eligible 
for the National Register as a rural historic district.   
 
 

 
Conclusions and Recommendations 

 
Historically, Paulding County’s farm landscape was characterized by smaller subsistence farms.  
Since the dispersal of a large percentage of farms following the decline of the cash crops that 
made farming operations viable – first cotton and later chicken production – much of what 
remains are remnants of former agricultural properties with outbuildings abandoned or utilized 
for new purposes.  In the case of raising chickens, a small family farm could not compete with a 
larger modern operation with more substantial resources that was able to meet the economic 
requirements of more stringent sanitary standards.  This is reflected in the abandoned chicken 
houses that dot the landscape and with the consolidation of chicken raising undertaken in large-
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