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Introduction 
The I-185 Scenic Byway provides travelers with a view of gently undulating, mixed 
pine forest terrain as well as numerous opportunities for exploration of the local 
region beyond the limits of the interstate system. The purpose of the designation of 
the I-185 Scenic Byway is to protect the existing scenic qualities of the route, as well 
as to provide information about the rich cultural and natural attractions in the vicinity 
of I-185. 
 
This Corridor Management Plan (CMP) provides strategies for the conservation and 
enhancement of the I-185 Scenic Byway as well as for the promotion of tourism and 
economic development in the region. A CMP is a requirement for the designation of 
all Georgia Scenic Byways by the Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT). 
This document is intended to provide an organizational structure for local citizens to 
manage the corridor and to protect the qualities that make the byway unique. 
 
The Georgia Department of Transportation does not assume any financial or other 
legal responsibilities by the designation of local roadways as a scenic byway.  
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Vision Statement 
 
Good planning involving local communities is essential to a successful byway. The 
role of local involvement in the planning process is to create a vision for how the 
byway will be promoted and to identify goals and objectives for long-term 
management of the byway.  
 
The vision statement for the I-185 Scenic Byway was developed from initial 
meetings of stakeholders and interest groups and was approved by the Keep 
Columbus Beautiful Commission. The vision provides the framework for activities 
dealing with the byway.  
 

To protect, enhance and promote the scenic, natural, historic, 
recreational and cultural qualities of this byway and the surrounding 
region through preservation, interpretation and beautification.   

 

Route Description and Project Area 
The route of the I-185 Scenic Byway incorporates the entire width of the interstate 
right of way along I-185 beginning at Interstate 85 in Troup County, through Harris 
County, and extending into northern Muscogee County terminating at Exit 
12/Williams Road, immediately north of the City of Columbus (Maps 1 through 5). 
The byway is approximately 39 miles in length. 
 

Although the designated 
scenic byway route is limited 
to the right-of-way dedicated 
as part of I-185, an area of 
approximately 10 miles east 
and west of the interstate is 
included within the context 
area of the I-185 Scenic 
Byway. This larger area 
provides much of the 
historic, cultural, scenic, 
recreational and historic 
characteristics that are vital 
to the significance of the 
byway route.  
 

View north on the I-185 Scenic Byway. 
 
The entire length of the 1-185 Interstate corridor is 49 miles long (this distance 
includes mileage outside of the designated I-185 Scenic Byway corridor) and is 
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contained within Troup, Harris and Muscogee Counties. Construction of the 
interstate began in September 1964 and was completed in February 1981.1 
 
State law provides for segmentation of the corridor, which is the exclusion of corridor 
sections with industrial or commercial use that includes little or none of the intrinsic 
qualities for which the scenic byway designation is desired. Sections of the route to 
be excluded should be identified and a reasonable basis for the exclusion must be 
established. However, segmentation is not necessary on the I-185 Scenic Byway.  
 

Scenic Byway Programs 
A scenic byway is a designated public road that is intended to be enjoyable for 
travelers and is recognized for showing intrinsic qualities that are significant to the 
locality. Intrinsic qualities can include scenic, natural, historic, cultural, 
archaeological and recreational resources. The state or federal government, at the 
request of local communities, designates scenic byways; these roadways provide an 
opportunity for citizens to preserve significant qualities of a roadway while also 
providing opportunities for enhancing appropriate tourism and economic 
development along the route. The development of a local scenic byway also brings 
together local citizens, organizations and businesses for the purpose of protecting 
significant roadways and associated land uses.  
 
The designation process for a state scenic byway begins with local involvement of 
citizens and stakeholders. This group of local supporters identifies a potential scenic 
byway corridor and makes an application to the Georgia Department of 
Transportation. Dialogue between the state and local citizens ensues over the 
proposed route and the route is either approved or denied. If approved, a Corridor 
Management Plan is developed by the local supporters in order to clearly define the 
vision of the byway and to identify necessary steps to ensure that the byway 
standards are met in the future. Public involvement during the process of 
designating a scenic byway is vital.   
 
Significance of the I-185 Scenic Byway 
 
The I-185 Scenic Byway is locally significant for its scenic value. The scenic byway 
features unbroken miles of mixed pine and hardwood forests with many flowering 
trees. The corridor has the unique forest attribute of showcasing the area where 
northern flora in our state meets the southern flora—specifically, where the northern 
hardwood forests of Georgia meet the southern pine forests.  
 
The strong appeal of the corridor lies in its scenic value that is evident in both the 
natural and built environments. From a geological standpoint, the byway passes 

                                                                          

1 Gwinnett Daily Post, June 25, 2006, “Happy Birthday to the Open Road.” 
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through the Goat Rock fault and allows a view of this notable feature north of the 
Muscogee County line. Highlighting features of the built environment include the 
overpass highway bridges that are varied by architecture and period of construction, 
providing visual interest along the byway route.  

Local Background and Public Participation 
Local meetings to discuss the designation of the I-185 Scenic Byway began in 
earnest in 2005 with involvement from government agencies and citizen volunteers 
in the Columbus, Georgia, area. Initial meetings were followed by a larger 
stakeholder meeting held in Columbus in January 2006, during which the process of 
scenic byway designation was discussed and information and others resources were 
offered by stakeholders to initiate the designation process.  
 
Public participation for the scenic byway designation process was coordinated by the 
Keep Columbus Beautiful Commission and was invited through advertising public 
meetings in local newspapers, making local press releases, providing local television 
and radio interviews and announcements, and mailing meeting invitations to all 
property owners with land immediately adjacent to the I-185 Scenic Byway in 
Muscogee, Harris and Troup Counties.  
 
A community meeting was held in Pine Mountain in June 2006; this meeting served 
as an educational forum to explain the identified intrinsic qualities of the I-185 Scenic 
Byway and to solicit comments and support for the designation effort. The majority of 
the attendees of the June meeting were identified stakeholders from the business 
community, Keep Columbus Beautiful Commission, and local government. A 
community meeting was also held in Hamilton in August 2006. Citizens who live in 
the vicinity of the byway or own property adjacent to the byway attended the 
meeting. Again, the meeting served to educate the public about the facts of scenic 
byway designation for I-185 and to solicit comment and/or support for the 
development of the Corridor Management Plan. An application for the designation of 
the I-185 Scenic Byway was filed with the Georgia Department of Transportation in 
the spring of 2006, and the application was subsequently approved in the summer of 
2006. 
 
Prior to the I-185 Scenic Byway effort, the Columbus Gateways Committee also met 
with the Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) staff, including Mr. Bill 
Wright GDOT Director of Landscaping, several times between 2002 and 2004 to 
discuss the creation of a master plan for the aesthetic enhancement and ongoing 
landscape maintenance of the entire 49 miles of I-185. Area photographs were taken 
of all the interchanges and much of the median. Ecos Environmental Inc. of Atlanta, 
a company on retainer with the GDOT, drew preliminary plans for landscape 
enhancements.  Landscape improvements at two of these interchanges, including 
GA Highway 315 and GA Highway18, have received first priority as of this writing.  
Other interchanges will be designed and improved over a ten-year span of time.  
 



 

I - 1 8 5  S c e n i c  B y w a y  C o r r i d o r  M a n a g e m e n t  P l a n  5 
 

The Keep Columbus Beautiful Commissioners and the Columbus Gateway 
Committee staff feel as though this stretch of interstate highway can be among the 
most beautiful in America through the stewardship of local citizens, businesses and 
stakeholders. The beautification of the byway will require continued landscaping 
improvements at interchanges and along the wide medians of the interstate corridor.  
 
Callaway Gardens, a 501c(3) organization dedicated to land stewardship and 
environmental education, is accessible via the I-185 interstate with major 
interchanges for easy and safe access for thousands of visitors who are golfing, 
swimming, biking or hiking the vast grounds of this public garden. 
 
The following organizations, individuals and agencies have been involved in the 
planning and designation of the byway route: 
 
Harris County Board of Commissioners 
Troup County Board of Commissioners 
Columbus Consolidated Government 
Columbus Convention & Visitors Bureau 
Uptown Columbus 
Better Business Bureau 
Columbus Sports & Events Council 
Greater Columbus Georgia Chamber of Commerce 
Historic Columbus Foundation 
Business Improvement District 
Trees Columbus 
Springer Opera House 
Keep Columbus Beautiful Commission 
Columbus Gateway Committee 
Greater Columbus Georgia Chamber of Commerce 
United Way of the Chattahoochee Valley 
Cunningham Sales and Leadership Institute 
Pine Mountain Tourism Association 
Flournoy Development Company 
Industrial Metal Fabricators 
WC Bradley Company 
Synovus Foundation, Inc. 
Harris County Chamber of Commerce 
Keep Troup Beautiful Commission 
Chat-Flint Regional Development Center 
Georgia Department of Transportation 
Atlanta Casualty Company 
Georgia Power Company 
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Current Status of Planned Roadway Projects 
 
Interstate 185 is part of the Federal Interstate System in Georgia that falls under the 
jurisdiction of the Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT). Currently there are 
GDOT funded landscape enhancements, including planting on trees, underway at 
interchanges along the I-185 Scenic Byway in Troup and Harris Counties at GA Hwy 
315 and GA Hwy 18; these projects are included in the current State Transportation 
Improvement Program. Although GDOT is under no obligation to perform higher 
levels of maintenance on the scenic byway route, the Keep Columbus Beautiful 
Commission will coordinate with GDOT staff to make sure that any future state 
projects, such as the replanting of vegetation or the introduction of a new road 
interchange, will be in keeping with the vision of the byway.  
 
According to the Interstate System Plan for Georgia, completed in April 2004, there 
are no recommendations for widening any section of the 39-mile road identified as 
the I-185 Scenic Byway. 
 
Although it would be ideal to provide safe means of transportation for pedestrians 
and cyclists along the state’s scenic byways, the nature of the I-185 Scenic Byway 
as a controlled-access interstate highway precludes this type of alternative 
transportation. 
 
Interstate185 is classified as a rural interstate in Troup and Harris Counties, and as 
an urban interstate within Muscogee County. A general review of crash rates and 
crash data for I-185 and statewide statistics appears to indicate that the I-185 
corridor does not experience higher than average traffic accidents in comparison to 
statewide counts.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                          

2 Traffic data provided by Jack Carver, GDOT, March 2007. 
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Existing Land Use 

The I-185 Scenic Byway traverses three counties in West Central Georgia: Harris, 
Troup and Muscogee Counties. Two of the three counties -- Harris and Muscogee --
maintain existing land use maps that show adjacent land uses to the scenic byway 
corridor (Maps 6 and 7).  
The land use maps in Harris and Muscogee Counties show vast amounts of 
relatively undeveloped land in the vicinity of the byway; current land uses include 
agricultural, forestry, recreation/conservation/parks and rural residential. The byway 
area also supports sections of low-density residential land use, as well as isolated 
pockets of public/institutional land uses. Except for small development nodes located 
at crossroads and select interchanges of I-185, including Williams Road in 
Muscogee County, there is very little commercial development in the byway corridor 
vicinity. 
 

Future Land Use 
Future land use maps illustrate a jurisdiction’s anticipated development pattern in the 
future. Harris, Troup and Muscogee Counties all have adopted future land use maps 
(Maps 8, 9 and 10). 
 
The future land use maps for all three counties call for new or increased commercial, 
or in some cases mixed-use, developments at the majority of the interstate 
interchanges in the vicinity of the byway corridor. The Troup County map also shows 
an expansion of industrial development on the south side of Greenville Road, west 
of I-185.  New development, or an increased density of development, at byway 
interchange locations may have a negative visual effect on the byway through the 
addition of inappropriately scaled signage and building profiles. In order to maintain 
the existing visual environment of the byway, design guidelines that addressed 
scale, height, construction materials and setbacks for new development at interstate 
interchanges would be desirable. 
 
Further, the map for Harris County shows specific areas of low-density residential 
use (between 5-24 acres) along Highway 18, Highway 219, Pine Lake Road, 
Hopewell Church Road, Highway 116, and Lower Blue Springs Road. The map also 
indicates a new industrial and mixed-use development area north of Highway 103 on 
the west side of I-185.  
 
Meanwhile, the Muscogee County map indicates an area of expanded industrial use 
north of Hubbard Road on the east side of I-185, as well as the refinement of the 
land at I-185/Williams Road from general commercial to a mix of commercial, mixed 
use and high density residential.  
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Intrinsic Qualities of the I-185 Scenic Byway 

Scenic Qualities  
The route of the proposed I-185 Scenic Byway begins at I-85 in the rolling hills of 
Troup County and meanders south through Harris County, climbing over the end of 
the Pine Mountain Ridge, and terminating in northern Muscogee County at Exit 
12/Williams Road, immediately north of the City of Columbus.  
 
The mixed-pine forest buffer on the byway route provides a backdrop of subtle 
beauty, and passing motorists can catch glimpses of undeveloped lands, including 
agricultural fields and pastures, through the evergreens. The undulating topography 
of the land provides a pleasurable driving environment as well as an occasional 
scenic view of surrounding countryside from high points on the corridor. The scenic 
quality of the byway is heightened by the absence of off-premise signs. 
 
The median plantings along the byway offer an attractive greenspace. Future 
refurbishment of the aging, existing vegetation in the medians is a significant 
opportunity to further invest in this visual amenity.  
 
The I-185 Scenic Byway is an excellent example of a roadway that provides access 
to notable scenic, cultural and natural features of the wider Troup/Harris/Muscogee 
County area. The byway is an outstanding resource that should be shared with the 
State of Georgia and the motoring public.  
 

 
Winter View of the I-185 Scenic Byway.  
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Intrinsic Qualities Found Within 10 Miles of the I-185 
Scenic Byway  
Beyond the designated route of the I-185 Scenic Byway is a rich network of scenic 
roads, cultural and historic sites, and natural areas that provide an interesting 
backdrop for the scenic byway route. The following qualities reflect places that are 
located within approximately 10 miles of the I-185 Scenic Byway; however, these 
qualities describe resources that are not located on the byway itself and are not held 
to the standards of the scenic byway program.  

Scenic Qualities 
The surrounding landscape of the byway route—located a short drive from the 
byway itself—features numerous scenic areas, such as the small communities along 
GA18 from Jones Crossroads (3 miles from byway) to Pine Mountain (6.5 miles from 
byway); the beautiful scenes along Hopewell Church Road between Whitesville (.5 
miles from byway) and Pine Mountain; and the rural character of parts of GA219 
running west of and parallel to the byway. Rural qualities of the area are often those 
of historic agricultural landscapes, with scattered farmsteads, field margins and 
outbuildings. There are also striking views of the natural and 1930s-era designed 
landscape of GA190 winding along the Pine Mountain Ridge in the Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt State Park, approximately 9 miles west of the proposed byway route.  
 
Natural Qualities  
One of the primary physical features of the landscape is the ridgeline of Pine 
Mountain (approximately 6.5 miles from byway). Along with Oak Mountain that 
extends to the south of Pine Mountain, together the ridges create the scenic Pine 
Mountain Valley that is accessible from the byway via GA16. While technically the 
ridges are not considered part of the Appalachian Mountain chain, they are one of 
the first foothills of the Appalachians to appear on its southern end. Pine Mountain 
Valley (9.75 miles from byway) is the home of many free-flowing streams in the local 
watershed, including Sparks, Dowdell, Barnes and Blue Springs Creeks. Poplars, 
oaks and hickories provide a lovely canopy overhead. 
 
F.D. Roosevelt State Park (9 miles from the byway), owned by the Georgia 
Department of Natural Resources, maintains 8,874 acres on and around Pine 
Mountain, much of which is chestnut oak and pine forest. There are also substantial 
conservation areas to the west of the byway, including the Chattahoochee River (6 
miles from the byway) and Lake Harding (6.3 miles from the byway) that form the 
western boundary of Harris County. Both areas provide abundant natural habitat for 
flora and fauna, including the 5,000-acre Blanton Creek Wildlife Management Area 
(3.5 miles from byway) on the shores of Lake Harding. Part of the wilderness area is 
a Waterfowl Management Area set aside for waterfowl habitat and conservation.  
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Historic Qualities  
Historic resources dating from the 19th and 20th centuries lend great significance to 
the character of the byway and are one of the elements that have shaped the 
cultural landscape. The handprints of past residents of Troup, Harris and Muscogee 
County are evident in the agricultural “landscape of work” still evident even if no 
longer operational. Historic farm buildings and associated fields and orchards dot the 
land, and well-tended homes and churches fit seamlessly into native domestic 
landscaping. Most of the historic homes of the area are not high-style structures; 
rather, they are wood-framed buildings with no architectural detail at all—or perhaps 
a few Queen Anne or Greek Revival details—that suggests the pragmatism of local 
builders and homeowners. 
 

Jones Crossroads (3 miles 
from byway) on GA18 is an 
excellent surviving example 
of an intact rural crossroads 
community; the intersection 
features Jones’ Store, a 
stone country store built in 
1890, and the Union Baptist 
Church.  
 
 
 
 
Jones’ Store at Jones Crossroads 
at GA 18 located 3 miles from the 
byway. 
 

 
Whitesville (.5 miles from the byway), on GA219, exhibits rural church architecture in 
its buildings: the Whitesville United Methodist Church and the Jehovah Baptist 
Church. The fact that rural residents lived within tightly knit communities is further 
evidenced by the construction of the vernacular Midway Baptist Church, Midway 
Cemetery and Sunnyside School on Hopewell Church Road (1.75 miles from 
byway). 
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Hamilton (8.1 miles from the 
byway), the small county 
seat of Harris County, is also 
a good example of a historic 
commercial center in rural 
Georgia. With its courthouse 
building, a downtown park, 
and brick block of 
storefronts, Hamilton reflects 
a common development 
pattern.  
 
 
Historic park in downtown 
Hamilton, GA, located 8.1 miles 
from the byway. 

 
Perhaps the most unusual historical developments in the area are those associated 
with former President Franklin Delano Roosevelt and his influence in the 
development of the Pine Mountain area (6.5 miles west of the byway). Arriving in the 
area in 1924 to seek treatment for polio in the restorative warm springs, Roosevelt 
eventually established his own home called Little White House and a model farm in 
the Warm Springs area. While visiting for weeks at a time in Georgia, Roosevelt was 
a frequent visitor to the dramatic ridges of Pine Mountain, building an access road to 
his favorite vantage point called Dowdell Knob. Roosevelt was an original proponent 
for a scenic highway and park to be located along the Pine Mountain ridge, and 
when he became President he arranged for the Civilian Conservation Corp (CCC) to 
build a park and scenic highway. Down the mountain, the route of GA116 through 
the Pine Mountain Valley (9.75 miles from byway) highlights the historic agricultural 
character of the area, as well as the 20th century history associated with F. D. 
Roosevelt’s New Deal resettlement program. Called the Pine Mountain Valley Rural 
Community Project, the federally funded program attempted to establish a rural 
industrial community based on the tenets of model farming. One of 100 programs of 
its kind across the nation during the 1930s and 1940s, Pine Mountain Valley 
eventually became obsolete.  

 

Cultural Qualities  
Additional cultural qualities along the byway are most notable within the nearby cities 
of Columbus (6 miles from byway) and LaGrange (4.5 miles from byway). LaGrange, 
incorporated as the county seat of Troup County in 1828, offers plenty for the history 
buff in its historic community. This city has a variety of architectural and landscape 
resources found in its National Register-designated historic districts, such as the 
Broad Street Historic District, East Main Street-Johnson Street Historic District, 
LaGrange Commercial Historic District and the Vernon Road Historic District. 
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Opportunities exist for art lovers as well at the Chattahoochee Valley Art Museum 
located in the historic Troup County jail building, and the Lamar Dodd Art Center on 
the campus of LaGrange College.  
 
South of the byway in the city of Columbus (6 miles from byway), a dynamic 
architectural heritage awaits visitors who tour downtown Columbus and its adjoining 
historic neighborhoods. Other cultural opportunities include the Columbus Museum, 
focused on regional history and art; the Springer Opera House; and the Port 
Columbus National Civil War Naval Museum. Black Heritage tours of the city help 
visitors discover the diverse culture of the city, including the sites associated with 
Horace King, a former slave and master builder, and Gertrude ‘Ma’ Rainey, Mother 
of the Blues. Nearby Fort Benning (7 miles from the byway) is the home of the 
National Infantry Museum.   

 

Recreational Qualities  
Recreational opportunities are abundant along the byway. North of Columbus, Flat 
Rock Park (5.5 miles from the byway) features a 65-acre granite outcropping that 
provides summer recreation when Flat Rock Creek flows over the rocks. Walking 
trails and bike trails are also available to explore the loblolly pine forests in the park. 
 

The 23-mile Pine Mountain 
Trail in F.D. Roosevelt State 
Park (9 miles from byway) is 
a scenic hike through a 
mixed pine forest with 
waterfalls and rushing 
creeks. Additional activities 
at the state park include 
cooling off in the historic 
Liberty Bell swimming pool, 
horseback riding, picnicking 
and boating.  
 
Pine Mountain Trail hiking trail 
located approximately 9 miles from 
the byway. 
 

 
Georgia Power’s two lakes at the Chattahoochee River—Lake Harding (6.3 miles 
from the byway) and Goat Rock Lake (7.25 miles from byway) in Muscogee 
County—offer opportunities for boating, swimming and fishing. The parkland along 
the Chattahoochee River provides many outdoor recreational activities such as 
boating, fishing, swimming, hiking and camping at Blanton Creek Park (3.5 miles 
from byway) and Goat Rock Lake. Blanton Creek Park offers solitude for camping 
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and exploring nature trails within its M.A.R.S.H. project—a 28-acre waterfowl habitat. 
Callaway Gardens (6.5 miles from byway), located in Pine Mountain, is a 14,000 
acre designed garden, resort, and woodland preserve. Golf, biking, walking, scenic 
driving and just enjoying the beauty of nature are the attractions.   
 
The Chattahoochee Riverwalk is a multi-use paved trail that extends south along the 
Chattahoochee River from Lake Oliver through downtown Columbus (6 miles from 
the byway) and on to Fort Benning (7.0 miles from the byway). The riverwalk is an 
attractive urban park that passes a multitude of notable attractions: historic mill sites, 
the dramatic Fall Line with its rocky outcrops and rapids, the restored Confederate 
Naval Iron Works now used as a community convention center, and prehistoric 
Native American settlements.  
 
Also in Columbus (6 miles from byway), the Oxbow Meadows Environmental 
Learning Center offers 1,600 acres of nature trails and wetlands where the center 
promotes environmental ethics and awareness. A new feature at Oxbow includes a 
192-foot long, 35-foot high forest canopy trail, called the Treetop Trail, which 
provides a walkway through the trees with a birds-eye view of the flora and fauna of 
the learning center. The aluminum walking platforms are attached to the trees with a 
patented design that does not harm the tree. 
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Corridor Management Issues  
 
Byway Oversight 
Part of the designation process of a scenic byway is the corresponding organization 
or appointment of a local body to provide future oversight and direction for actions 
taken in relation to the scenic byway. This local entity or organization is to give 
focused attention toward achieving the goals and objectives of the scenic byway as 
described in the Corridor Management Plan.  
 
The Keep Columbus Beautiful Commission (KCBC) has volunteered as the group 
dedicated to guide the scenic byway designation process as well as the official 
byway oversight organization. The most important role of the byway organization is 
to implement the corridor management plan. Secondary roles include working to 
preserve the characteristic qualities that provide the byway with its significance, 
promoting and marketing the byway, educating the public regarding the byway, and 
organizing state, local and community groups to leverage community resources for 
the byway. 
 
It is recommended that KCBC establish a working byway oversight group that 
includes KCBC members and other byway stakeholders such as representatives 
from the three counties’ governments and other at-large representatives. It will be 
important to include in the group people who own property or manage a business 
within the byway corridor area so that those who are invested in the byway will have 
a voice. The byway organization should meet monthly, at least initially, and its 
meetings should be open to the public. Participation in this byway oversight group 
should be initiated through mailings to adjacent property owners as well as 
advertisement of the byway and its oversight group in the local media. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    View of vegetative buffer and landscaped median along the I-185 Scenic Byway. 
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Land Use 
Currently, Harris, Troup and Muscogee Counties do not incorporate the I-185 Scenic 
Byway in their planning process. Once the byway is designated, KCBC should make 
it a priority to communicate the extent of the scenic byway designation and program 
benefits to appropriate county officials for inclusion in planning initiatives.  
 
Currently, the implementation of any of the adopted future land use plans in the 
three counties would introduce new mixed-use, industrial and commercial land uses 
to the byway area. The changes in existing land use and the increased densities of 
development have the great potential to negatively impact the scenic, natural, 
historic and recreational qualities of the byway. KCBC should initiate local advocacy 
efforts in order to protect the byway area from inappropriately designed 
development; increased height, number or type of signage in the byway area; and 
other relevant land use issues.  
 
The expected population growth from Columbus and Muscogee County will continue 
local pressures to increase development densities in existing areas of low density 
adjacent to the I-185 Scenic Byway. Vigilance is required by byway advocates to 
maintain the rural appearance of the byway in the county by working with local 

officials and citizens to 
protect those qualities of the 
byway that will be harmed by 
increased or insensitively 
placed development. Actions 
to be taken might include 
advocating for reduced 
densities along interstate 
corridors; more restrictive 
ordinance requirements for 
on-premise sign heights and 
copy areas; and working to 
maintain two lane rural 
roadways where possible.  

 
 

Historic Bigham Chapel UMC located 1.1 miles from the byway.  
 
Similarly, over time the spreading growth from county seat LaGrange (4.5 miles from 
byway) could endanger scenic areas in Troup County in the northernmost section of 
the byway.  
 
 
Sign Standards 
Byway signage reminds travelers that they are on a state designated scenic byway. 
Properly designated and positioned byway signs keep travelers informed and 
increase the pleasure of the potential driving experience. It is recommended that 
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only the State of Georgia Scenic Byway signage be introduced along the byway. 
GDOT will supply the scenic byway signs. GDOT will install them along state routes 
while any signs located along local routes have to be installed by local government.  
 

While the official GDOT 
sponsored scenic byway 
signs will be located along 
the I-185 corridor and its 
interchanges, it is 
recommended that 
coordinated directional signs 
be installed along local 
corridors adjacent to the 
byway where indicating the 
route to a nearby byway 
attraction or historic site 
(located off of the byway 
itself). Directional signs 
should be consistent in color, 
shape and size in order to 

Typical state roadside signage for attractions along I-185. 
 
clearly communicate with travelers; the signs should be compatible with, but not a 
copy of, the GDOT-sponsored scenic byway signs. Local sponsors, not GDOT, 
would pay for the supplemental signs.  
 
Currently, there are no billboards along the scenic byway route, and the Keep 
Columbus Beautiful Commission will work to ensure that existing local sign 
regulations are followed. Currently, each of the local governments along the route 
has ordinances in place that prohibit billboard-type off-premise signage. The Keep 
Columbus Beautiful Commission also recognizes that federal law prohibits the 
construction of new billboards along a designated scenic byway route and will work 
with local governments to ensure that these provisions of federal law are upheld. In 
addition, the Keep Columbus Beautiful Commission will work with Georgia DOT to 
place scenic byway signs along the route. 

  
 

Promotion and Tourism Development 
A significant role of the KCBC as the byway oversight organization is to promote the 
byway and to create opportunities to increase visitor awareness and experiences 
along the byway. Developing relationships among various tourism and visitor interest 
groups regarding activities in the byway area is part of this overall responsibility. 
Another task includes seeking funding for the promotion of the byway. 
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State of Georgia Visitors Center at 
I-185 Exit 12/ Williams Road.  
 

 
• Link the I-185 Scenic Byway with the Meriwether-Pike County Scenic Byway, 

another nearly state-designated scenic byway route, through regional 
marketing efforts 

• Coordinate local tourism associations and Convention and Visitors Bureaus 
(CVB) to help secure funding of production and distribution of byway maps 
and brochures 

• Develop a marketing plan for the byway that will: 
o Create the byway’s identity, 
o Guide future appropriate activities along the byway, 
o Provide information on the types of amenities that could support byway 

travel, and 
o Create opportunities for the success of appropriate business ventures 

in the identified commercial nodes along the byway interchanges and 
area intersections. 

 
Education and Interpretation 
The I-185 Scenic Byway traverses a landscape that reflects much of what is 
significant about the people and the land of west central Georgia, including rural 
crossroad communities, historic farms, pine forests, scenic valleys, dramatic 
ridgeline views, country churches, rivers and lakes, and a rich cultural history. 
Highlighting the route of the I-185 Scenic Byway (as well as those intrinsic qualities 
located within an approximate 10-mile distance from the byway) is a good way to 
attract visitors and heritage tourism travelers to the byway area. The telling of the 
byway story should invite the participation of visitors through brochures, walking 
tours, oral history audios, video segments, and compelling graphics.  
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Dowdell Knob at F.D. Roosevelt State Park, 
located approximately 9 miles from the byway. 

 
• Develop an interpretive framework for the I-185 Scenic Byway. This effort 

should accomplish the following: 
o Identify local stories, how they relate to the larger region or nation, and 

how these stories are relevant to the modern era. 
o Find and repeat a core message that residents and visitors will 

remember. 
o Outline a strategy for telling these stories through creative means, 

such as signs, exhibits, maps, tours or brochures. 
o Identify area partners and their roles in conveying these stories.  
o Potential interpretive themes could focus on the byway’s (and the 

larger area’s) natural, agricultural, community development and New 
Deal history. 

• Create a driving brochure with interpretive map that highlights the 
characteristics and interpretive message of the byway and its surrounding 
areas. These supplemental materials would be developed and paid for by 
local sponsorship or grant funding.  

• Develop children’s byway material regarding the environmental history of the 
byway such as Pine Mountain as the southern end of the Appalachian 
Mountains, and the creation of recreational lakes along the Chattahoochee 
River. These supplemental materials would be developed and paid for by 
local sponsorship or grant funding. 
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Aesthetics 
Preserving the scenic qualities of the I-185 Scenic Byway is fundamental to any 
byway activity. Future byway activities should focus on maintaining the vegetative 
buffers along the byway, ensuring that out-of-scale and obtrusive commercial signs 
are restricted along byway interchanges, and that new development is sited and 
designed appropriately for the byway setting. New buildings should be screened by 
native vegetation (where possible), including large canopy trees, and should not be 
visible from the interstate itself. Materials used for all elements of new construction 
should be earth-toned or neutral in appearance. 
 
Appropriate gateway improvements, such as the beautification of the beginning and 
end of the interstate byway, should be a high priority. The landscaping of each 
interstate interchange should be considered as a long-term goal. Appropriate 
landscaping improvements include the installation of native vegetation with the use 
of native stones to reflect the indigenous materials of the byway area. Other 
enhancements recommended include the refurbishment of the vegetated roadway 
medians that are starting to show their age. Colorful, low-maintenance native plant 
material should be considered for a replanting of the median.  
 
 
Historic Preservation 
Although there are no historic resources located within the boundary of the I-185 
Scenic Byway itself, the area within approximately 10 miles of the byway features 
intact and significant historic resources and cultural landscapes. These resources 
are better than any exhibit, sign or brochure in communicating the history of the 
byway area and larger region.  
 
The I-185 Scenic Byway itself dates to 1964 when construction was begun on the 
roadway. The interstate corridor was not completed until 1981. Once the corridor 
reaches 50 years of age in 2014, it may be considered for historic status in its own 
right. 
 
Unfortunately, not all jurisdictions within the byway area maintain local historic 
preservation ordinances that could provide some protection to designated historic 
structures, landscapes or districts and design input into new developments in the 
area. Only Troup County and the City of Columbus have an adopted local historic 
preservation ordinance to address issues specifically dealing with the protection of 
historic resources. KCBC and other groups with a similar preservation interest 
should cultivate the adoption of local historic preservation planning measures within 
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Historic homes in 
Hamilton, GA, 
located 8.1 miles 
from the byway. 
 

 
the I-185 Scenic Byway area. Preservation planning measures should include the 
development of a county historic preservation plan, a survey of historic resource 
resources within the byway area, and the listing of potentially eligible historic 
resources, landscapes and districts to the National Register of Historic Places.  
 
Other preservation-related activities to consider would be the adoption of appropriate 
exterior design guidelines for new buildings and the rehabilitation of existing 
buildings that are located in the vicinity of the byway. Design guidelines address 
such issues as scale, setback and materials (among others) that can help new 
buildings or developments “fit” into the existing landscape.  
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Implementation, Years 1 and 2  
The implementation of the I-185 Corridor Management Plan will take the combined 
efforts of many individuals representing various agencies, organizations and 
localities. The voice of these individuals, however, will be streamlined through the 
auspices of the byway oversight organization, Keep Columbus Beautiful 
Commission (KCBC). The KCBC should consider forming specific taskforces or 
subcommittees to be responsible for the specific implementation tasks below; 
individuals would then be assigned to each committee or taskforce to build 
accountability. 
 
The goals and implementation timetables for this Corridor Management Plan should 
be reviewed and updated, as appropriate, by KCBC on a yearly basis.  
 
Year 1: 
 

• Establish the byway oversight organization to implement the Corridor 
Management Plan. The members of the KCBC should be educated about the 
byway and the Corridor Management Plan (CMP).  

 
• Reach out to existing byway stakeholders and property owners along the 

byway to educate them about the facts of the I-185 Scenic Byway 
designation. Invite active participation and involvement from stakeholders in 
specific ways that can help accomplish the goals of the CMP.  

 
• Develop a methodology and plan for surveying and assessing the byway area 

in order to identify and address issues as they emerge, such as the future 
commercial development of interstate exchanges. Develop a consistent 
process for responding to byway needs.  

 
• Work with the local governments of Harris, Muscogee and Troup Counties, as 

well as Regional Development Center (RDC) staff, to identify existing or 
future local government actions and development regulations that may impact 
the byway. Assess the existing and future land uses for the byway area to 
determine potentially conflicting land uses; work with the local and RDC staff 
to determine possible solutions that will enable continued county growth but 
will also protect and preserve the significant qualities of the byway. 

 
• Dialogue with GDOT staff about road maintenance issues and potential 

locations of scenic byway signage. 
 

• Begin developing designs for supplemental directional and/or interpretive 
signage—including potential locations and content of information—for the 
corridors adjacent to the byway that would supplement any GDOT scenic 
byway signage. These signs would be locally sponsored and installed.  
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• Identify and prioritize potential areas for beautification and landscape 

enhancements along the byway, such as replanting the roadway medians 
with low maintenance, colorful native plantings. Other projects include the 
landscape beautification of each interstate interchange, using native plants 
and stones to reflect the natural character of the area. Specify the types of 
improvements desired and develop basic illustrative materials that can be 
used for fundraising.  

 
• Coordinate local and regional tourism and visitor’s bureau organizations for 

the purpose of developing a marketing plan for the byway.  
 

• Coordinate with appropriate tourism agencies to ensure that the I-185 Scenic 
Byway is included in state and regional tourism initiatives.  

 
• Develop an interpretive plan for the I-185 Scenic Byway and the larger area 

within approximately 10 miles from the byway, including a ‘byway story’ and a 
multi-faceted strategy for telling the story. Invite participation from local 
citizens, historians and designers in this effort.  

 
• Identify potential funding sources for the development of promotional and 

interpretive materials for the byway and the greater area around the byway. 
Seek funding for the development of these materials.  

 
 
Year 2: 

 
• Develop promotional and interpretive materials for the byway and the larger 

byway area based on the first years’ planning and fundraising. Phase the 
work as necessary.  

 
• Continue to coordinate marketing efforts for the byway at the local, regional 

and state level. 
 

• Work with local officials, RDC staff and the GA Historic Preservation Division 
in the development of appropriate architectural and site design guidelines for 
areas immediately adjacent the I-185 Scenic Byway, such as interstate 
exchanges that are within the viewshed of the byway.  
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Appendix 
 

County Resolutions of Support 
Support Letters 
Outdoor Advertising Association of Georgia (OAAG) Outreach Efforts 
Public Participation Communications 
Property Owner Notification 
Pre-Application Correspondence
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Outdoor Advertising Association of Georgia (OAAG) 
Outreach Efforts 
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Public Participation Communications 
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Property Owner Notification 
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Pre-Application Correspondence 













    

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dowdell Knob at F.D. Roosevelt State Park  
Located 9 miles from the I-185 Scenic Byway 

 




