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The Georgia Department of Transportation is charged with constructing, maintaining and
operating the State’s highways and bridges safely and efficiently for the benefit of the motorists
who use them. The use of right-of-way by water, sewer, gas, power, communications and other
utilities is a privilege afforded Utilities by the Department in the general public interest.

The Department recognizes the benefits gained by the Utilities from joint use of right-of-way,
where practical, and supports this practice as being in the public interest when adequate controls
are employed. In setting forth policies, rules, and regulations for accommodation of utilities,
the Department must attempt to minimize the impact that these facilities will have on highway
safety, improvements, maintenance, and operations.

Because of the high costs of acquiring new right-of-way, due, in part, to increasing land values
and environmental impacts, more and more reliance is being placed on obtaining maximum
capacity and usage from existing highway corridors. This requires that emphasis be placed on
locating aboveground facilities as far as possible from the traveled way and locating
underground facilities where they will not conflict with highway improvements. Ultilities
locating and operating facilities on right-of-way must accept responsibility to protect the public
investment in right-of-way, roadbed, and structures; to maintain adequate traffic service and
safety for the highway user during installation, maintenance, and operation of their facilities;
and to increase cooperation, coordination, and communication in an effort to expedite project
delivery and avoid project delays in both the preliminary engineering (i.e. preconstruction) and
construction phases.

This Utility Accommodation Policy and Standards Manual outlines the conditions and
procedures under which utilities will be permitted to occupy right-of-way in Georgia. While
policies and procedures, standards, and rules and regulations are usually initiated and
implemented from central or headquarter offices, it is the operations and construction personnel
in the field who must make them work. The development of close working relationships
between Department and Utility personnel is to be encouraged.

It is not the intent of the Department to cause an unnecessary hardship on any Utility requesting
space on right-of-way. We believe the public interest will best be served by maximum
communication between the Department, Local Governments, and the Ultilities regarding the
policies and procedures described herein, the guidance under which they are implemented, and
plans for new development and construction of both highway and utility facilities.
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U.S.Department Georgia Division
of Transportation

Federal Highway

Administration April 19, 2016

Russell McMurry, P.E., Commissioner
Georgia Department of Transportation
One Georgia Center

600 West Peachtree Street NW
Atlanta, GA 30308

Dear Commissioner McMurry,

61 Forsyth Street S.W.
Suite 17T100

Atlanta, Georgia 30303
Phone 404-562-3630

Fax 404-562-3703
Georgia.fhwa@fhwa.dot.gov

In Reply Refer To:
HDA-GA

RECEIVED
APR 262016
GDOT UTILITIES|

The Federal Highway Administration Georgia Division Office has reviewed the Georgia
Department of Transportation (GDOT) Utility Accommodation Policy and Standards Manual,
2016 edition and approval has been granted to adopt the updates as submitted.

If you have any questions, please contact Neosha Lawhorn at neosha.lawhorn@dot.gov or

404-562-3634.

Sincerely,

I A P

For: Rodney N. Barry, P. E.
Division Administrator

Cc: Lee Upkins, State Utilities Engineer
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