672-6-.01 Definitions. Amended.

The following terms, as used in the Rules of this Chapter, shall have the following

meanings unless the context thereof indicates to the contrary:

(a) "Board": The State Transportation Board of Georgia.

(b) "Comprehensive Zoning Plan": Means a zoning plan or ordinance approved by either

a city or a county which in the Department’s judgment effectively zones the entire city or

county; does not utilize strip zoning; and conforms with, at a minimum the requirements

of Georgia Code of Public Transportation Code Sections 32-6-70 et. seq., the rules and

regulations of the State Department of Transportation and all policies as issued by the

Department of Transportation relating to the control of outdoor advertising on the

interstate and primary system of highways of Georgia. If the zoning of a jurisdiction

cannot be approved by the State Transportation Board, permits will not be issued within

said jurisdiction until such time that said zoning is approved.

(c) "Conforming Sign": Those signs defined by Georgia Code of Public Transportation

Code Section 32-6-72 (1), (4), (5), O.C.G.A., and Code Section 32-6-73 (1), O.C.G.A.

(d) "Department": The Department of Transportation of the State of Georgia.

(e) "Destroy": An act which renders the sign useless for its intended purpose, though it

may not literally demolish or annihilate the sign.

(f) "Display" or "Face": That portion or side of an outdoor advertising sign which is

designed, intended or is used to advertise or inform. In the event that a sign facing

consists of two or more separate but physically connected slats or similar devices which

are designed, intended, or used to advertise or inform, then each such separate device

shall be considered a separate display or face.

(g) "Engineer": The State Highway Engineer, acting directly or through a duly authorized

representative, such representative acting within the scope of the particular duties

assigned to him and within the authority given him.

(h) "Facing": Either side of an outdoor advertising sign.

(i) "General Office": The Office of Rights of Way, Department of Transportation, No. 2

Capitol Square, Atlanta, Georgia, 30334.

(j) "Hearing Officer": An individual authorized to hold hearings in contested cases as

authorized by Code Section 50-13-13 (a) (5), O.C.G.A. (Georgia Administrative

Procedure Act, Ga. Laws 1964, p. 338, as amended).

(k) "Illegal Sign": Those signs defined by Georgia Code of Public Transportation, Code

Section 32-6-71 (6), G.C.G.A.

(l) "Nonconforming Sign": Those signs defined by Georgia Code of Public

Transportation, Code Section 32-6-71 (12), O.C.G.A. Provided that this definition is

relevant to only those signs as authorized within the Georgia Code of Public

Transportation Code Section 32-6-72 (1), (4), (5), (6), O.C.G.A., and Code Section

32-6-73 (1), (4), O.C.G.A.

(m) "On Site" or "On Premise" Sign: Those signs authorized by Georgia Code of Public

Transportation, Code Section 32-6-72 (2), O.C.G.A.

(n) "Outdoor Advertising" or "Sign": The "Outdoor Advertising" or "Sign" as defined in

Georgia Code of Public Transportation, Code Section 32-6-71 (14), O.C.G.A.

(o) Property Owner": The owner, or his lessee, of the land on which outdoor advertising

authorized by the Georgia Code of Public Transportation, is sought to be erected or

maintained.

(p) Residence Owner": The owner of a residence within three hundred (300) feet of the

existing or proposed location of outdoor advertising authorized by Georgia Code of

Public Transportation, Code Section 32-6-72 (1), (4), (5), O.C.G.A., and Code Section

32-6-73 (1), O.C.G.A. For the purpose of these Rules, "residence" shall mean a building

or structure in which one or more persons actually maintain living quarters although it

may be temporarily vacant and said premises are used primarily for residential purposes.

(q) "Strip Zoning": The process of designating a small parcel of land for a use

classification totally different from and less restrictive than that of the surrounding area

which proposed classification is made without any consideration overall of the

neighborhood land use character thereby benefiting the owner of the land so zoned and

failing to benefit the owners of similarly situated surrounding lands.

(r) "Unzoned Commercial or Industrial Areas": Those areas or districts as defined in

Georgia Code of Public Transportation, Code Section 32-6-71 (25), O.C.G.A.

(s) "Urban Areas": The area within the incorporated boundaries of a municipality having

a population of 5,000 or more or an adjacent area including within the latest boundaries

designated and fixed by the outdoor advertising urban area boundary maps on file in the

Atlanta Office of the Department of Transportation and more specifically defined by

Georgia Code of Public Transportation, Code Section 32-6-71 (26), O.C.G.A.

(t) "Zoned Commercial or Industrial Areas": Those areas or districts as defined in

Georgia Code of Public Transportation, Code Section 32-6-71 (29), O.C.G.A.

Authority O.C.G.A. Sec. 32-2-2(b) (Ga. L. 1973, pp. 947, 982); O.C.G.A. Secs. 32-6-90, and 50-13-4.

Administrative History. Original Rule entitled "Definitions" was filed on December 2, 1976; effective

December 22, 1976. Amended: Rule repealed and a new Rule of the same title adopted. Filed September

24, 1980; effective October 14, 1980. Amended: Filed September 15, 1988; effective October 5, 1988.

672-6-.02 Forms. Amended.

All forms referred to in these Rules may be obtained from the Office of Rights-of-Way,

Georgia Department of Transportation, No. 2 Capitol Square, Atlanta, Georgia, 30334.

Authority Ga. L. 1973, pp. 947, 1081, (Ga. Code of Public Transportation, Section 95A-920), as amended,

particularly by an Act approved March 28, 1974 (Ga. L. 1974, pp. 1422, 1433), and an Act approved

March 4, 1977 (Ga. L. 1977, pp. 263, 265); Ga. L. 1973, pp. 947, 982 (Ga. Code of Public Transportation,

Section 95A-303). Administrative History. Original Rule entitled "Forms" was filed on December 2,

1976; effective December 22, 1976. Amended: Rule repealed and a new Rule of the same title adopted.

Filed September 24, 1980; effective October 14, 1980.

672-6-.03 Requirement of a Permit. Amended.

(1) Conforming Signs. The following are required to obtain a valid permit prior to the

construction or erection and for the continued maintenance of signs authorized by the

Georgia Code of Public Transportation, Code Section 32-6-72 (1), (4), (5), O.C.G.A., or

Code Section 32-6-73 (1), O.C.G.A.

(a) All signs within 660 feet of the nearest edge of the right of way of an interstate or

primary highway and visible from the main traveled way which are:

1. Directional and other official signs and notices;

2. Signs located in area zoned commercial or industrial which provide information in the

specific interest of the traveling public;

3. Signs located in unzoned commercial or industrial area which provide information in

the specific interest to the traveling public.

(b) Signs beyond 660 feet from the nearest edge of right-of-way of an interstate or

primary highway and visible from the main traveled way outside of urban areas, and are:

1. Directional and other official signs and notices as defined by Georgia Code of Public

Transportation, Code Section 32-6-71 paragraphs (2) and (13), O.C.G.A.

(2) Nonconforming Signs -- The following are required to obtain a valid permit for the

continued maintenance of signs which were lawfully erected but do not comply with the

provisions of State law or regulations due to changes in State law, changes in rules and

regulations or changed conditions beyond the control of the sign owner since the erection

date of the sign. For all such signs, on or after March 24, 1980, an application for a

nonconforming permit must be filed with the Georgia Department of Transportation in

accordance with Code Section 32-6-79(e), O.C.G.A.

(a) If a sign becomes nonconforming after March 24, 1980 and was authorized by Code

Section 32-6-73(1), O.C.G.A., it must have a valid permit issued pursuant to said latter

section and subsections in force as prerequisite to registration as a nonconforming sign as

authorized by Code Section 32-6-79(e), O.C.G.A.

(b) Signs that were legally erected on roads or highways on or before March 24, 1980,

which routes are added to the primary highway system after March 24, 1980, shall be

required to file an application for a permit within thirty (30) days from the Department’s

notice that such sign is being maintained without a valid permit; however, in cases that

will involve the permitting of ten or more signs, the thirty day time limit may be

extended, such extension shall not exceed one hundred twenty days. In such instance,

those signs which meet the requirements for a conforming sign will not be issued a

nonconforming permit but will be permitted as a conforming sign.

(c) Signs which have been previously issued a conforming permit, but the business being

used to qualify the sign location for permit has been inactive for a six (6) month period. If

a sign which has an active conforming permit becomes eligible for a nonconforming

permit or if a sign which has an active nonconforming permit becomes eligible for a

conforming permit, then these permits may be transferred from nonconforming to

conforming or from conforming to nonconforming at the written request of the permit

holder. After notification is made by the Department the sign owner will have 30 days in

which to request transfer.

(3) Signs that do not require a permit. The following signs are not required to obtain a

permit from the Department of Transportation.

(a) Signs authorized by Code Sections 32-6-72(2) and 32-6-73(2), O.C.G.A., which:

1. Advertise the sale or lease of the property upon which they are located; provided that

the message only consist of "This Property For Sale" or some facsimile thereto; phone

number and address of the seller or renter. The name or logo of the agent, seller or renter

may be displayed but must comprise an area no greater than 25% of the total area of the

sign. Signs advertising vacant land or commercial properties must include a plat or brief

description of the property.

(b) Signs authorized by Code Sections 32-6-72(3) and 32-6-73(3), O.C.G.A. provided

that all signs as defined by Code Sections 32-6-72(3) and 32-6-73(3), O.C.G.A., meet the

following criteria:

1. The sign must be located within one hundred (100) feet of the activity advertised by

the sign. The distance from the sign to the activity shall be measured by the shortest

straight line distance from the sign to the nearest regularly used building, parking lot,

driveway, storage or processing area, or other area physically used in a manner necessary

to, or customarily incident to, the activity and contiguous to the activity;

2. The following will not be considered as use of an area in a manner necessary to, or

customarily incident to, the activity:

(i) Any activity unrelated to the advertised activity;

(ii) Any activity which, although carried on as a part of the advertised activity, serves no

reasonable or integrated purpose to the activity;

(iii) Any activity which could reasonably be conducted within a reasonable proximity to

the advertised activity but which is separated by some distance, especially where such

activity is located at or near the end of a narrow strip of land contiguous to the highway

right-of-way; and

(iv) Narrow strips of landscaped area along the highway right-of-way.

3. The sign must be on the same property on which the advertised activity is located. The

following will not be considered to be the same property:

(i) Tracts of land held in different estates or interests;

(ii) Tracts of land separated by a public road, a railroad, or a river; and

(iii) Tracts of land not under common ownership.

4. The word "activity" for the purpose of this part shall be defined as the name of the

place of business or attraction and may include a description of the goods or services that

are available at that location by name.

(c) Signs beyond 660 feet from the nearest edge of the rights-of-way on the interstate or

primary highway system which are also inside of urban areas.

Authority Sec. 32-2-2(b) O.C.G.A. (Ga. L. 1973, pp. 947, 982); Sec. 32-6-90 O.C.G.A.; Sec. 50-13-4

O.C.G.A. Administrative History. Original Rule entitled "Requirement of a Permit" was filed on

December 2, 1976; effective December 22, 1976. Amended: Rule repealed and a new Rule of the same

title adopted. Filed September 24, 1980; effective October 14, 1980. Amended: Filed December 4, 1986;

effective December 24, 1986. Amended: Filed July 15, 1988; effective August 4, 1988. Amended: Filed

September 15, 1988; effective October 5, 1988.

672-6-.04 Application for a Permit. Amended.

(1) Necessary forms and assistance can be furnished by the General Office or a District

Office of the Department [see addresses in subsection (2)]. Two types of application

forms are used, one for conforming signs; as authorized by Code Section 32-6-72 (1), (4),

or (5), O.C.G.A., and Code Section 32-6-73 (1) O.C.G.A., and one for the registration of

nonconforming signs required by Code Section 32-6-79(e), O.C.G.A. The forms require

the following information in addition to the information specified by Code Section

32-6-74, O.C.G.A.:

(a) The location of the outdoor advertising sign;

(b) A description, including the proposed or actual size, type of construction and height

above ground level and above the pavement level of the nearest lane of the main traveled

way of the outdoor advertising sign;

(c) The name, address, and telephone number of the applicant and the landowner; (d)

Applications received after October 1, 1988 shall contain evidence satisfactory to the

Department of the property owners’ consent to the erection and maintenance of the

outdoor advertising sign and for the purposes of inspecting or carrying out any lawful

order to remove the outdoor advertising sign. A lease submitted to the Department in

accordance with this Section shall contain language to the effect of establishing a Right

of Entry in favor of the Georgia Department of Transportation. In the absence thereof the

property owner or the agent appointed by the property owner, shall execute any and all

necessary forms to effectuate a Right of Entry in compliance with this Section as required

by the Georgia Department of Transportation;

(e) A certification by the Public Official having jurisdiction over such matters that the

proposed structure is located in an area appropriate for such construction under local

laws, ordinances or regulations, if locally regulated, or a certification that the jurisdiction

has no such controls;

(f) A statement by the applicant that he will comply with Code Section 32-6-70,

O.C.G.A., through Code Section 32-6-89, O.C.G.A.

(2) Where to file:

(a) Applications and the renewal of same are to be submitted to the Outdoor Advertising

Unit, Office of Rights-of-Way, No. 2 Capitol Square, Atlanta, Georgia, 30334-1002.

Advice and necessary forms may be obtained at the General Office or at a District Office.

However, no field checks or preliminary qualification of sign or proposed site will be

performed by the Department until a proper application and fee has been submitted. The

addresses of the District Office are:

District

Office

Number

Mailing Address Street Address

1. GA Dept. of Transportation

Dist. Outdoor Advertising

Coordinator

P.O. Box 1057

Gainesville, GA 30501

U.S. 129

Gainesville, GA

30501

2. GA Dept. of Transportation

Dist. Outdoor Advertising

Coordinator

P.O. Box 8

Tennille, GA 31089

801-4th Street

Tennille, GA

31089

3. GA Dept. of Transportation

Dist. Outdoor Advertising

Coordinator

P.O. Box 711

Thomaston, GA 30286

715 Andrews Dr.

Thomaston, GA

30286

4. GA Dept. of Transportation

Dist. Outdoor Advertising

Coordinator

P.O. Box 747

Tifton, GA 31794

606 W. 2nd Ave.

Tifton, GA

31794

5. GA Dept. of Transportation

Dist. Outdoor Advertising

Coordinator

P.O. General Delivery

Jesup, GA 31545

Pine Street Ext.

Jesup, GA

31545

6. GA Dept. of Transportation

Dist. Outdoor Advertising

Coordinator

P.O. Box 10

Cartersville, GA 30120

U.S. 41 South

Cartersville, GA

30120

7. GA Dept. of Transportation

Dist. Outdoor Advertising

Coordinator

5025 New Peachtree Rd.

Chamblee, GA 3034

5025 New

Peachtree Rd.

Chamblee, GA

30341

Authority Sec. 32-2-2(b) O.C.G.A. (Ga. L. 1973, pp. 947, 982); Sec. 32-6-90 O.C.G.A.; Sec. 50-13-4

O.C.G.A. Administrative History. Original Rule entitled "Application for a Permit" was filed on

December 2, 1976; effective December 22, 1976. Amended: Rule repealed and a new Rule of the same

title adopted. Filed September 24, 1980; effective October 14, 1980. Amended: Rule repealed and a new

Rule of the same title adopted. Filed December 4, 1986; effective December 24, 1986. Amended: Rule

repealed and a new Rule of the same title adopted. Filed July 15, 1988; effective August 4, 1988.

672-6-.05 Conditions for Issuance of Approved Permit.

An applicant agrees that an approved permit is subject to the following

conditions:

(a) Maintenance of Illegal Signs. Pursuant to Georgia Code of Public

Transportation, Code Section 32-6-79(f), O.C.G.A., the Department has the right

to refuse to issue a permit to any person, firm or corporation whom the

Department determines is maintaining or is allowing to be maintained an illegal

sign or signs;

(b) Liability of the Department, its officials, agents or employees. Any

permit issued by the Department is subject to the following conditions: The

applicant agrees by accepting any permit issued by the Department to indemnify

and save harmless the Department, its officials, employees or agents, the State

of Georgia and any political subdivision thereof from responsibility for any

damages or liability arising from the erection or maintenance of any structure

approved under the permit. Permits will only be issued to the landowner where

the sign is located or someone with written proof of the landowner’s consent to

the erection of the sign as specified in 672-6-.04(1)(d).

(c) Conforming Signs:

1. A maximum of one outdoor advertising sign will be allowed per location and

a maximum of two displays will be allowed per facing.

(i) Outdoor advertising structures which contain more than one display and

are not classified as a double-faced, back-to-back, or V-type sign shall be

considered two signs. For the purposes of these Rules, the following limitations

are placed on the use of the terms "single-faced", "double-faced",

"back-to-back", and "V-type" signs:

(I) "Single-faced signs" shall be one continuous physically connected

structure constructed in a straight line with one display facing one direction

of travel;

(II) "Double-faced signs" shall be one continuous physically connected

structure constructed in a straight line with two abutting displays facing one

direction of travel;

(III) "Back-to-back signs" shall be considered a single sign where two

double-faced or single-faced signs or a combination thereof are placed parallel

to each other facing two directions of travel and being constructed so that the

signs are behind one another and that if one is smaller it shall not project

laterally beyond either edge of the larger sign and being separated by no more

than 15 feet, if separated;

(IV) "V-type signs" shall be considered a single sign when two double-faced

or single-faced signs or a combination thereof are placed facing two directions

of travel in a "V formation" with the angle formed by the intersection of each

being no greater than 90 degrees and if not actually intersected, that each

shall be located no further apart at their nearest points than 15 feet.

2. Permit identification tag. A permit identification tag shall be attached

to the sign support nearest to the main traveled way before attachment of any

outdoor advertising display and must be visible from the main traveled way.

3. Spacing requirements. A sign may not be so located that when considered in

light of any permit previously granted to the applicant or any other person, the

spacing requirements, set forth in Code Section 32-6-75, O.C.G.A., and Code

Section 32-6-76, O.C.G.A., would be violated. The following methods of

measurement will be used by the Department:

(i) Sign Spacing. The minimum distances between sign structures shall be measured

along the nearest edge of pavement between points directly opposite the closest points of

the signs as applied to sign structures located on the same side of the highway;

(ii) Interchange Spacing. If the sign is located outside of the corporate highway within

500 feet of an interchange, intersection at grade, or safety rest area, the foregoing 500

foot zone shall be measured along the interstate highway from the furthermost point at

which the pavement commences or ceases on either side to widen at exits from or

entrances to the main traveled way;

(iii) All spacing measurements shall be measured perpendicular to and along the nearest

edge of the pavement;

(iv) The following signs within controlled areas are not counted when determining

spacing requirements:

(I) official signs and notices, public utility signs, service club and religious notices and

public utility signs as defined by Code Section 32-6-71(13), (18), (19), and (22),

O.C.G.A.;

(II) signs advertising the sale or lease of the property upon which they are located;

(III) "On site" signs as defined herein;

(IV) "Illegal signs" as defined by Code Section 32-6-71(6), O.C.G.A., except when the

illegal sign is located on the same property for which application is being made for a

permit for a sign;

(d) Nonconforming Signs:

1. The following restrictions are placed on the maintenance of any nonconforming sign:

(i) There must be existing property rights in the sign;

(ii) The sight to continue a nonconforming sign is confined to the sign owner or his

transferee;

(iii) A nonconforming sign may be restored to its original condition provided that not

more than 50% of the sign is destroyed. The 50% is to be determined by 50% of the

value of the materials of the sign, inclusive of poles and other structural members,

immediately prior to damage;

(iv) A nonconforming sign when relocated or moved shall no longer be considered a

nonconforming sign and thereafter shall be subject to all the provisions of law and of

these Rules relating to outdoor advertising;

(v) The sign must remain substantially the same as it was on the effective date of the

State law or regulations which rendered the sign nonconforming. Extension,

enlargement, replacement, rebuilding, adding lights to an unilluminated sign or

re-erection of the sign will be considered a change in the existing use. The maintenance

will be limited to:

(I) replacement of nuts and bolts;

(II) additional nailing, riveting or welding;

(III) cleaning and painting;

(IV) manipulate to level or plumb the device, but not to the extent of adding guys or

struts for stabilization of the sign structure;

(V) a change of the advertising message, including changing faces, as long as similar

materials are used and the sign face is not enlarged.

(vi) At no time may changes be made in a nonconforming sign which would increase the

value of the sign;

(vii) A nonconforming sign may continue as long as it is not abandoned, destroyed,

discontinued, or purchased by any governmental agency. Any sign suffering damage in

excess of normal wear cannot be repaired without:

(I) notifying the Department in writing of the extent of the damage, the reason the

damage is in excess of normal wear, and providing a description of the repair work to be

undertaken; and

(II) receiving written notice from the Department authorizing the repair work as

described above. If said work authorization is granted, it shall be mailed to the applicant

within 30 days of receipt of the information described in (I) above.

Authority Sec. 32-2-2(b) O.C.G.A. (Ga. L. 1973, pp. 947, 982); Sec. 32-6-90 O.C.G.A.; Sec. 50-13-4

O.C.G.A. Administrative History. Original Rule entitled "Conditions for Issuance of Approved Permit"

was filed on December 2, 1976; effective December 22, 1976. Amended: Rule repealed and a new Rule of

the same title adopted. Filed September 24, 1980; effective October 14, 1980. Amended: Filed December

4, 1986; effective December 24, 1986. Amended: Filed July 15, 1988; effective August 4, 1988.

Amended: Filed September 15, 1988; effective October 5, 1988. Amended: F. Aug. 23, 1999; eff. Sept.

12, 1999.

672-6-.06 Revision of a Conforming Permit. Amended.

In accordance with requirements of the Georgia Code of Public Transportation, Code

Sections 32-6-75 and 32-6-76, O.C.G.A., the following limited revisions may be made in

a previously approved conforming permit and sign upon the submission of a notarized

letter from the permit holder or his authorized representative and receipt of the

Department’s approval prior to the making of the revisions, providing, no alterations or

additions are to be made until written approval has been granted by the Department of

Transportation:

(a) The number of faces of the outdoor advertising;

(b) The number of facings of the outdoor advertising;

(c) An increase in the size of the outdoor advertising;

(d) The addition of illumination.

Authority Section 32-2-2 (b), O.C.G.A. (Ga. L. 1973, pp. 947, 982); Section 32-6-90, O.C.G.A.; Section

50-13-4, O.C.G.A. Administrative History. Original Rule entitled "Revision of a Permit" was filed on

December 2, 1976; effective December 22, 1976. Amended: Rule repealed and a new Rule entitled

"Revision of a Conforming Permit" adopted. Filed September 24, 1980; effective October 14, 1980.

Amended: Filed September 15. 1988; effective October 5, 1988.

672-6-.07 Renewal of a Permit. Amended.

(1) A request for a renewal of a permit, must be filed on forms provided by the

Department and the sign must have been erected in accordance with the terms and

conditions of the permit on file, as revised, within 12 months of the date of issuance of

the original permit, failure to comply could result in the revocation of the permit.

(2) Effective date of renewal. When granted, a renewal will be effective as of the date of

expiration of the original permit.

(3) Situations in which renewal will not be issued. When the conditions set forth in

subsection (1) of Section 672-6-.07 of this Rule have been followed, a renewal will be

issued by the Department, except when:

(a) The applicable permit identification tag issued by the Department is not attached to

the sign support or is not attached in the manner prescribed herein; or

(b) The applicant’s permit has been revoked by the Department pursuant to these Rules;

or

(c) The permit has been issued through error and corrections have not or cannot be made

by the sign owner; or

(d) The sign has not had any message for a period of 12 months.

(4) Renewal of Permits. A properly executed renewal application and the appropriate fee

shall be made to the Department not more than 90 nor less than 60 days before the

expiration date of the permit for which renewal is sought. If the Department fails to

receive same before the expiration date of the permit the Department will notify the

applicant that the renewal application and fee are overdue when applicant’s address is

known or is reasonably available to the Department and shall give the applicant 30 days

after the expiration date to send the Department the renewal application and fee. If a

properly executed application and the appropriate fee are not received within this

specified 30 days period, Georgia Code of Public Transportation, Code Section 32-6-74,

O.C.G.A. declares the sign to be illegal. In such instance, the Department will apply to

the hearing officer for an order to require removal of the sign by the sign owner within 90

days from the date the order is received by the sign owner and provide further that if not

removed by said sign owner as directed then the Department shall remove same in

accordance with and as prescribed by Georgia Code of Public Transportation, Code

Section 32-6-96, O.C.G.A.

(5) Transfer of Permits:

(a) Permits are transferable upon proper application to the Department under the

following conditions:

1. Application must be made within 30 days of the change in ownership of the sign;

2. The application must be on forms prescribed by the Department and such forms shall

require:

(i) that the transferee agree to the terms and conditions of the original permit or the

permit in use at the time of transfer;

(ii) a statement of the date of the sale attested to by both seller and purchaser;

(iii) evidence satisfactory to the Department that such transfer is acceptable to the

landowner to the extent that he agrees to the continued maintenance of the sign on his

property;

(iv) transfers will not be made if renewal fees are not current.

(b) Penalty for Non-Compliance.

1. failure to timely and properly comply with this provision shall be grounds for

revocation of the permit.

Authority Sec. 32-2-2(b) O.C.G.A. (Ga. L. 1973, pp. 947, 982); Sec. 32-6-90 O.C.G.A.; Sec. 50-13-4

O.C.G.A. Administrative History. Original Rule entitled "Renewal of a Permit" was filed on December 2,

1976; effective December 22, 1976. Amended: Rule repealed and a new Rule of the same title adopted.

Filed September 24, 1980; effective October 14, 1980. Amended: Filed December 4, 1986; effective

December 24, 1986. Amended: Filed July 15, 1988; effective August 4, 1988. Amended: Filed September

15, 1988; effective October 5, 1988.

672-2-.08 Invalid or Revocation of a Permit. Amended.

(1) If the Department believes that a permit holder has violated the conditions or

certifications of his permit, the Department shall give thirty (30) days written notice by

certified mail to the permit holder notifying him of said violation or violations and the

place and date of an Administrative Hearing wherein he will be required to show cause as

to why the permit should not be revoked and an order should not be entered for the

removal of said sign. The notice shall contain the following information:

(a) permit Number;

(b) location and Description of Sign;

(c) the section or sections of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated or these Rules

which are being violated.

(2) A Permit or renewal thereof may be revoked for the following reasons:

(a) The sign has not been erected within the required 12 month period;

(b) Vegetation has been destroyed on state rights-of-way;

(c) A permit has been issued in error;

(d) A renewal has been issued in error;

(e) The revision of a permit has not been accomplished in accordance with Section

672-6-.06;

(f) The permit holder has violated any section of these rules and regulations or the

Georgia Code of Public Transportation, Code Sections 32-6-70 through 32-6-89,

O.C.G.A.

(g) The sign has not had any message for a period of 12 months.

Authority Section 32-2-2(b) O.C.G.A. (Ga. L. 1973, pp. 947, 982); Section 32-6-90 O.C.G.A. Section

50-13-4 O.C.G.A. Administrative History. Original Rule entitled "Invalid or Revocation of a Permit" was

filed on December 2, 1976; effective December 22, 1976. Amended: Rule repealed and a new Rule of the

same title adopted. Filed September 24, 1980; effective October 14, 1980. Amended: Filed December 4,

1986; effective December 24, 1986. Amended: Filed July 15, 1988; effective August 4, 1988. Amended:

Filed September 15, 1988; effective October 15, 1988.

672-6-.09 Appeals. Amended.

An appeal from an adverse action on a permit by the Department may be made under the

practices and procedures set forth in Rule 672-1-.05, Rules of the Georgia Department of

Transportation.

Authority Ga. L. 1973, pp. 947, 982 (Ga. Code of Public Transportation, Section 95A-303); Ga. L. 1973,

pp. 947, 987, (Ga. Code of Public Transportation, Section 95A-307); Ga. L. 1973, pp. 947, 989 (Ga. Code

of Public Transportation, Section 95A-309), as amended, particularly by an Act approved March 28, 1974,

(Ga. L. 1974, pp. 1422, 1429); Ga. L. 1964, p. 338, as amended, Ga. Code Ann. Chapter 3A.

Administrative History. Original Rule entitled "Appeals" was filed on December 2, 1976; effective

December 22, 1976. Amended: Rule repealed and a new Rule of the same title adopted. Filed September

24, 1980; effective October 14, 1980.

672-6-.10 Destruction of Property on the Rights-of-Way. Amended.

Pursuant to Georgia Code of Public Transportation, Code Section 32-6-81, O.C.G.A.

trees, shrubs, or other property on the state right-of-way shall not be unlawfully

destroyed, altered, replaced, or removed. The Department will prosecute any infraction of

this provision and the permit or permits for the signs adjacent to such infraction may be

voided.

(a) Prior to revocation of a permit the Department shall give 30 days written notice via

certified mail to the permit holder and the landowner, this notice shall inform the

landowner and permit holder of a time, date, and place that a hearing will be held in

accordance with Code Sections 50-13-13 thru 50-13-18, O.C.G.A., of the Georgia

Administrative Procedure Act.

(b) The Department may seek as an additional remedy at the same Administrative

Hearing, in addition to revocation of the permit, a prohibition of the erection or

maintenance of any signs within 500 feet on either side of that sign site or sites for a

period not to exceed five (5) years.

Authority Section 32-2-2(b), O.C.G.A. (Ga. L. 1973, pp. 947, 982); Section 32-6-90, O.C.G.A.; Section

50-13-4, O.C.G.A. Administrative History. Original Rule entitled "Destruction of Property on the

Rights-of-Way" was filed on December 2, 1976; effective December 22, 1976. Amended: Rule repealed

and a new Rule of the same title adopted. Filed September 24, 1980; effective October 14, 1980.

Amended: Filed September 15, 1988; effective October 5, 1988.

672-6-.11 Conversion of Permits. Amended.

When the Department determines that due to changed conditions a conforming sign has

become nonconforming, the Department must notify the permit holder by certified mail

of this change and unless a permit application is received within 30 days, the sign may be

classified as illegal and removed as specified within the Georgia Code of Public

Transportation, Code Sections 32-6-70 through 32-6-89, O.C.G.A.

Authority Section 32-2-2(b), O.C.G.A. (Ga. L. 1973, pp. 947, 982); Section 32-6-90, O.C.G.A.; Section

50-13-4, O.C.G.A. Administrative History. Original Rule entitled "Abandoned Signs" was filed on

December 2, 1976; effective December 22, 1976. Amended: Rule repealed and a new Rule entitled

"Conversion of Permit" was filed on September 24, 1980; effective October 14, 1980. Amended: Filed

September 15, 1988; effective October 5, 1988.

