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GEORGIA DOT LIMITS THANKSGIVING LANE CLOSURES 
 
ATLANTA – So that Georgians and those motorists passing through our state can easily arrive at their 
Thanksgiving holiday destinations, the Department of Transportation is suspending construction-related 
lane closures beginning at 5 a.m., Wednesday, November 23, and extending until 10 p.m., Sunday, 
November 27.    
 
The Department reminds travelers to exercise caution nonetheless as heavy holiday traffic is expected 
throughout the state.  Crews may still be working and heavy equipment may remain staged in close 
proximity to highways and safety concerns may require some long-term lane closures remain in place.  
Also, incident management or emergency, maintenance-related lane closures could become necessary at 
any time on any route.  
 
“Historically, there are about 3,000 accidents on Georgia roads during the Thanksgiving holiday period,” 
Transportation Commissioner Keith Golden said, “On average, more than a dozen people die and a 
thousand more are injured.  This is supposed to be a holiday for grateful contemplation and festive family 
gatherings, not tragedy.  Please be very careful and do not drive distracted or while impaired.” 
 
Although the first Thanksgiving commonly is traced to pilgrims in 1621 in Massachusetts, some 
historians contend it actually was a 1565 Spanish fete in Florida while others think the tradition began in 
Virginia in the early 1600s.  Whichever, it certainly has grown into a national day of reckoning for Ben 
Franklin’s “Bird of Courage,” the turkey; more than 45 million are cooked and eaten in the United States 
each Thanksgiving.     
 
A thankful heart is not only the greatest virtue, but the parent of all the other virtues~ Cicero 
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