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Celebrating a Century of Safety, Service and Innovation… 

Georgia DOT turns 100 years old   
                                                                               

TENNILLE – Today the Georgia Department of Transportation turns 100 years old. 

 

Exactly a century ago—on August 16, 1916— the seeds were planted for what would grow into 

the Georgia DOT. The rutted dirt roads, not fit for bicycles and automobiles, were well on their 

way to becoming the paved infrastructure that is now the 10
th

 largest in the nation.  

   

The State Highway Department of Georgia was formally created by the Georgia legislature, as a 

result of the Federal Aid Road Act of 1916, which mandated formation of a state highway 

department in order to receive federal funds. In 1972, the State Highway Department of Georgia 

became the Georgia Department of Transportation.  

 

From those dirt roads of 1916 to the paved roads crisscrossing the state in 1939 to today’s 

modern transportation system, Georgia DOT’s endeavors have improved mobility, enhanced 

quality of life and contributed to the economic development of Georgia. Innovations like 

intelligent transportation systems, the HERO program, express lanes, diverging diamond 

interchanges, fiber optics for incident management and a host of other achievements have 

contributed to Georgia’s recognition as a leader in transportation innovation. 

 

State Transportation Board (STB) member Jamie Boswell, who represents the 10
th

 Congressional 

District, said it’s hard to believe the transformation of the Georgia highway system. 

 

“From growing up on a dirt road in Greene County in the 1940’s to actually seeing Interstate 20 

construction in the 1950’s near our farm, we now have connectivity throughout our state and 

improvements continuing in all parts of Georgia,” Boswell said. “I can’t think of anything that 
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has had a greater economic impact than what has been accomplished by the Georgia Department 

of Transportation. Thanks to all the employees over the last 100 years for making this happen. 

And we are just beginning.” 

 

Earlier this year, Gov. Nathan Deal signed a proclamation declaring 2016 as Georgia Department 

of Transportation’s Centennial Year and recognized Georgia DOT for constructing, maintaining 

and operating a transportation system that has increased mobility and enhanced quality of life 

while providing economic growth that continues to make Georgia the number one state for 

business. 

 

Don Grantham, the STB’s 12
th

 Congressional District representative, said the numerous changes 

over the last century placed emphasis on different modes of transportation. 

 

“Road improvements have enticed travelers to come through our state to not only see the beauty 

but to enhance and encourage economic growth,” Grantham said. 

 

Commissioner Russell R. McMurry said Georgia DOT is proud of its legacy of employees 

striving to provide the best possible transportation system for Georgia’s citizens. He also recently 

contemplated the future. 

 

“While a centennial is a time to reflect on the past, it is also a time to look ahead to new 

challenges,” McMurry said. “Drones, connected vehicles, self-driving cars - these are just a few 

of the evolving technologies that will have a tremendous impact on transportation in the not-too-

distant future. In the next century, Georgia DOT will continue to embrace change and rise to 

meet new challenges, break new barriers and positively affect more lives.” 

 

Georgia DOT celebrates the centennial throughout 2016. For all things centennial, visit 

www.dot.ga.gov/centennial. There you’ll find a statewide event calendar, decade-by-decade 

timeline, historical items, videos, and award winning student art. You can even take a Centennial 

Road Trip. #GDOT100                                                                  
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