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CURRENT SITUATION ON METRO ROADS 
 
· Georgia DOT crews are currently facing very difficult and dangerous conditions around Metro Atlanta and 
specifically on the southern parts of I-285. 
 
I-285 at I-675 Interchange completely closed 
I-285 WB from Flat Shoals to ramp to I-75- extremely icy 
I-285/I-75 Interchange extremely icy 
I-285EB from I-75 to I-85 
 
· Travel is impossible in many spots, so I-285 south of I-20 is currently closed. Crews are battling at least one 
inch of Ice on interstate roads and sustained temperatures below freezing causing extremely hazardous driving 
conditions throughout the metro region. Dangerous icing conditions persist. H.E.R.O. trucks are rerouting 
traffic where possible in an attempt to clear the roads for the work crews to treat the interstates. 
 
· Tractor trailer trucks continue to experience extreme difficulty moving through the icy conditions. 
 
· To address the hazardous conditions, we are currently adjusting crew assignments in the Metro Area and 
supplementing with additional crews from our Central Georgia district. The crews coming from Central 
Georgia will begin working the I-675 area from the South heading North towards the city center. We added 
calcium chloride to our mixtures last night to help break up ice on the roads; however, the ice is at least an inch 
thick and in sheet formations across the interstates hindering the process. 
 
· The work crews are dealing with many challenges as they are clearing roadways. Only one tractor trailer can 
be moved at a time and each area must be retreated after each is move, resulting in a long and tedious process 
for the crews. A shift change to ensure rested and alert operators of the DOT equipment is almost complete, 
and crews are on the scene and enroute to the hardest hit areas. 
 
· Additionally, equipment breakdowns are occurring after the vehicles have been working non-stop for over 48 
hours. Currently, there are 8 trucks non-operational in the Metro Area. We do have mechanics working on 
them, but locating parts for repairs overnight has added to the situation. Repairs are continuing to get all 
available work trucks back on the roadways. 
 
The Georgia DOT Maintenance Crews continue to work around the clock to clear roadways across Georgia. 
Motorists are urged to use extreme caution as travel remains hazardous in many areas. If you must drive, be 



 

 

especially careful on bridges and overpasses, as ice often forms more quickly in these areas. Motorists should 
check with media outlets for updates. 
 
Motorists are urged to slow down and leave, at least, a ten car length distance between their vehicles and the 
DOT trucks clearing the roadways. They are also advised to treat any traffic signal that is not working as a 
four-way stop, and be aware of black ice, especially on bridges and overpasses.   
 
Georgia 511 is a free phone service that provides real-time traffic and travel information statewide, such as 
traffic conditions, incidents, lane closures, and delays due to inclement weather. Callers also can transfer to 
operators to request assistance or report incidents 24 hours a day, seven days a week. More information is 
available at www.511ga.org . 

### 
 


