
GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
PRESS RELEASE 

 
For Immediate Release                                                                                                             Contact: Teri Pope 
Friday, November 5, 2010                                                                                                        770‐718‐3924 office 
                                                                                                                                                      404-274-6436 cell 

 
TURN OFF SPRINKLER SYSTEMS TO PREVENT BLACK ICE ON ROADWAYS 

 

GAINESVILLE, Ga. -- As winter begins, the Georgia Department of Transportation reminds you to turn 
off sprinkler systems with automatic timers set to run overnight.  

“Sprinkler systems that are left on overnight in freezing temperatures can create a hazardous condition for 
motorists the next morning,” said DOT District Todd McDuffie. “Every year we see accidents caused by 
icy spots formed when water from sprinkler systems gets onto the roadway. Spray from the sprinkler is 
blown onto the road or water drains onto the road; black ice is formed and ice develops creating a hazard 
for motorists. Please take a moment and ensure your automatic sprinkler system is turned off. Anytime we 
have sub-freezing temperatures, please be on the lookout for icy patches or black ice, especially early in 
the morning”  

Georgia DOT urges travelers to call 511 for updated information about this or any other construction 
project on interstates and state routes. Georgia 511 is a free phone service that provides real‐time 
traffic and travel information statewide, such as traffic conditions, incidents, lane closures, and delays 
due to inclement weather. Callers also can transfer to operators to request assistance or report 
incidents 24 hours a day, seven days a week. More information is available at www.511ga.org.  

 
The Georgia Department of Transportation is committed to providing a safe, seamless and sustainable 
transportation system that supports Georgia’s economy and is sensitive to both its citizens and its 
environment. Additional transportation revenues are imperative to grow and sustain Georgia's economic 
vitality and quality of life through the 21st Century.  Georgia is the 3rd fastest-growing state in the nation, 
yet 49th in per capita spending on transportation.  For general information on the Georgia DOT, please 
visit our Web site (www.dot.ga.gov). 
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