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[bookmark: _Toc391298892][bookmark: _Toc391305217]B.1	Location and Design Reports
In compliance with Georgia State Codes 22-2-109(b) and 32-3-5, a Location and Design Report with Notice of Location and Design Approval will be required for all projects that may utilize eminent domain proceedings to acquire right-of-way or easement. 
State Code requires that the Notice of Location and Design Approval shall be advertised:
· Within 30 days of Location and Design approval.
· Once a week for four consecutive weeks.
· In each county involved.
· In the newspaper in which the Sheriff’s advertisements are carried.
State Code requires that the Notice:
· Include the Land Lot(s) or Land District(s) within which the project is located.  For projects in locations without Land Lots or Land Districts, the Georgia General Militia District (G.M.D.) will suffice. In general, this applies to areas of the state east of the Oconee River.
· That a project map is available for Review at the Office of the Department of Transportation (GDOT), and
· That a copy of the map may be obtained from the Project Manager’s office at a nominal fee.
The Date of Location and Design (L&D) Approval will be shown on the right-of-way plan cover sheet.
The Date of Location and Design (L&D) Approval shall be shown in any petition for condemnation.
For Local Let Projects the local government is responsible for advertising the Notice of Location and Design Approval in accordance with O.C.G.A. 22-2-109(b) and 32-3-5.
The District Planning and Programming Coordinator/Engineer (DPPC/DPPE) shall be responsible for sending an electronic copy of the proof of advertisement to the Project Manager and the Office of Design Policy via ConceptReports@dot.ga.gov for posting to ProjectWise and GeoPI.
[bookmark: _Toc391298893][bookmark: _Toc391305218]B.2	Location and Design Report/Notice of Location and Design Template
The blue italicized guidance is included for your use and information and should be deleted if not included as part of the final report or edited to match the formatting of the report if included. 
The submittal package will include 2 documents:
1. A complete PDF of the L&D Report with Notice of L&D Approval. 
2. A Microsoft Word compatible document of the Notice of L&D Approval for use in creating the required advertisement.
[bookmark: _Hlk52958561][bookmark: _Hlk116644572]Report documents should be submitted via email to: ConceptReports@dot.ga.gov. Please add the following information to the body of the email submittal for reports: 
· Environmental Document:   Document Type and the most current estimate of approval date if NEPA approval is pending. Please do not submit L&D packages for projects with federal funding for ROW until NEPA approval is anticipated to be no more than 3 months out; L&D packages for GEPA projects may be submitted any time after concept approval.  
· Scheduled ROW Authorization Date  
· Please Note:  Any other information that is critical for the submittal.

See following pages. 
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	Location and Design Report

	Template version: 2024.01.16

	DATE:
	Date
	
	

	

	FILE:
	[bookmark: Text1]P.I.#       
	      Project Number, delete if N/A

	
	[bookmark: County]      County / GDOT District

	
	      Project Description

	
	

	FROM:
	for
	Office Head (Submitting Office)

	

	TO:
	Daniel Pass, P.E., State Design Policy Engineer
    Attn: Dave Peters, P.E., State Conceptual Design Group Manager

	

	SUBJECT:
	Request for Location and Design Approval



Description and Project Proposal: Provide a brief general description of the project including the approximate length of the project (recommended accuracy to no more than 1 decimal place, i.e. 0.1 miles).  Please include the general location of the project relative to a city or intersection, and if located within the city limits, etc. 

Describe the proposed typical section and other major improvements to be constructed. Avoid using subjective text (i.e. deficient, insufficient, will improve safety, etc.). Please do not use symbols such as ‘ for feet or “ for inches within the report or notice.  Please include if an off-site detour will be needed and the estimated time for construction. 

_______ would be responsible for acquiring any property rights required for this project. [e.g., City of Atlanta, Gwinnett County, Georgia Dept. of Transportation, etc.]

Concept Approval Date:  For this date, refer to project files or the Project Management System. Include date of approval of original concept report (Chief Engineer’s signature date) and approval dates of any concept revisions dates.  If no Concept Report was required, list the program name and note that no concept was required (e.g., LIBP – Concept not Required or Project Charter – Concept not Required and list Project Charter approval date if available). 

Concept Update:  The Location and Design Report can be utilized to update the approved Concept for revisions determined just prior to ROW Authorization.  PM’s and Engineers should make concept revisions using the Revised Concept Report template (Appendix A-1) where appropriate shortly after determining a concept revision is warranted. Briefly describe any project changes made after the approval of the latest Concept Report or Revised Concept Report. Be specific and attach appropriate up-to-date supporting information. The L&D approval will also serve as approval of the Revised Concept. 

Environmental Document Type:  Document Type	Approval Date:  Date   
If document is unapproved add text ‘Pending” in place of date. Projects that are state-funded and have a total project cost of less than $100 million do not require a GEPA document.  This should be briefly mentioned in this section of the report if applicable. Note that portions of state-funded projects with impacts to federal managed properties may require a NEPA document for some portion of the project. Refer to the Department’s Project Management System or contact the Office of Environmental Services for this information. Include date of most recent reevaluation, if applicable. Please do not submit an L&D Report for approval if the anticipated NEPA document approval is greater than 3 months out. 

Public Involvement: (Refer to the project files or the Office of Environmental Services documentation for this information)
· Public Hearing Open House Results summary:
· Report the date and location of the public hearing and briefly summarize the significant comments offered by persons attending the hearing
· The total number of comments received
· Report the number of comments opposing or supporting the project
· The total number of attendees including any public officials in attendance, and briefly describe any significant project changes made due to comments received at the public hearings.
· Public Information Open House summary:
· If any public information open house meetings were held for the project, provide a synopsis of the results.
· Other Public Meetings - detour, town hall, etc.
· Provide short summary of comments and results.

Consistency with Approved Planning:  The design description as presented herein and submitted for approval is consistent with the approved Concept Report.

Add page break if necessary to keep Recommendations: with the signature blocks.
Recommendations:  Recommend that the location and design for the project be approved and that the attached Notice be approved for advertising.

	Concur:
	
	
	

	
	GDOT Director of Engineering
	
	Date

	
	
	
	

	Approve:
	
	
	

	
	GDOT Chief Engineer
	
	Date

	
	
	
	




	DATE OF LOCATION AND DESIGN APPROVAL:
	

	
	(To be entered by State Conceptual Design Group Manager)



Attachments:
· Location Map –please include the following items on map:
· Project Title / PI number
· North arrow
· Label the approximate project beginning and ending points along mainline (e.g. or identify intersection if operational improvement, etc.) 
· Add roadway information if not clear on map and waterway name if relative
· Map image should be sharp and clear
· Other information as necessary
· Other attachments as needed (e.g., typical sections - if revised, or other additional information)

Location and Design Report – Page 1		P.I. Number: #######
County: xxxxxx	Template v2024.01.16
· Notice of Location and Design Approval (Verify District and Area Manager/Engineer information and lease include Microsoft Word compatible document with submittal)
NOTICE OF LOCATION AND DESIGN APPROVAL
P. I. #######
PROJECT NUMBER (if applicable, delete if NA)
XXXXX COUNTY (or counties)

Notice is hereby given in compliance with Georgia Code 22-2-109 and 32-3-5 that the Georgia Department of Transportation has approved the Location and Design of this project.

The date of location and design approval is:  _____________________ (Leave blank - Date to be inserted by the State Design Policy Engineer or his designee after approval by the Chief Engineer.)

Use this paragraph to give a basic overall description of the project and location with approximate lengths or distances, etc. State Code requires the notice to include the county or counties and the Land Lots or the Land District(s) (only one type is needed) where the project is to be located; GMD may be used if the Land District(s) or Land Lots are not available. Please avoid the use of subjective text (i.e. ‘deficient’, ‘insufficient’, ‘unsafe’, ‘improves safety’, etc.).  

[bookmark: _Hlk115357499]Use this paragraph to describe the proposed construction, be brief but be specific. If an off-site detour is being used, include the approximate construction time.   Please remember this ad is to inform the general public about an upcoming project – overly technical language and lengthy descriptions should be avoided.

[bookmark: _Hlk115445569][Name of agency] would be responsible for acquiring property rights for this project. [e.g., City of Atlanta, Gwinnett County, Georgia Dept. of Transportation, etc.]

Include one of the following, as appropriate: 

For projects where GDOT would be acquiring the required property: Drawings or maps or plats of the proposed project, as approved, are on file and are available for public inspection at the Georgia Department of Transportation:

Contact Name, Area Manager/Title 
District,  Area Office
E-mail Address
Street Address
Telephone number
 
For projects where a local government or other agency would be acquiring the required property: Drawings or maps or plats of the proposed project, as approved, are on file and are available for public inspection at:

Contact Name, Title 
Agency & Office name
E-mail Address
Street Address
Telephone number
Any interested party may obtain a copy of the drawings or maps or plats or portions thereof by paying a nominal fee and requesting in writing to:  

GDOT Office Head, Title
GDOT Office 
Attn: GDOT Project Manager’s name 
GDOT PM email Address
600 West Peachtree St NW
Atlanta, GA 30308
Telephone number

Any written request or communication in reference to this project or notice SHOULD include the Project and P. I. Numbers as noted at the top of this notice.
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