SUMMARY OF ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS REPORT

PROJECT:  MLP-20 (150) HENRY COUNTY
P.I. NUMBER: 343060

In compliance with the 1991 Georgia Environmental Policy Act, the Georgia Department of Transportation has conducted an assessment of the social, economic, and environmental effects for the proposed improvements to SR 20 from Richard Petty Boulevard/Lower Woolsey Road, near the Atlanta Motor Speedway, to the I-75/SR 20 Interchange.  The total length of the proposed project is approximately 9.2 miles.

· The Georgia Department of Transportation surveyed the site for wetland involvement.  Within the proposed project corridor, five wetland sites were found of various types.  Due to the proposal to bridge all wetlands occurring within the project corridor, no impacts are expected.

· A survey of the proposed project corridor for 100-year floodplains has identified five transverse crossings of the 100-year floodplain associated with the Towaliga River and Bear Creek.   Also, the city of Hampton has not been included in the published floodplain maps, but it had been determined highly likely that the project corridor within the city of Hampton has transverse crossings of 100-year floodplains associated with Thompson Creek.

· The project is not considered a threat to any of Henry County's water resources, but the project would cross over two "waters of the U.S. locations located below the headwaters.  All measures would be enacted by the GDOT to avoid or minimize the impacts to these resources.

· The proposed project would widen a two-lane roadway into a four-lane roadway.  Thus, there would be an increase in the amount of impervious surfaces and therefore the potential for water runoff would increase.   This runoff should not effect the quality of the area's water supply.

· An analysis of the effects of the proposed project on air quality has been completed and demonstrates that the project complies with the National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS).  Although this project is within the Atlanta non-attainment area, it has been determined that it is not regionally significant based on its existing functional classifications.

· The proposed construction of this project would require the grading of areas adjacent to the existing paving and new location and in doing so would increase the potential for soil erosion.  All measures and means will be taken to assure that no adverse effects are caused from these acts.

· The proposed project is located within two Water Quality Management Units (WQMU's).  The two units are WQMU # 0405 and WQMU # 0501.  WQMU # 0405 is part of the Upper Ocmulgee River Basin and WQMU # 0501 is part of the Lower Ocmulgee River Basin.  The project would not have an adverse effect on water quality within the project corridor.  

· No threatened or endangered species would be significantly adversely effected by the proposed project.  

· Three historic properties were identified within the project's area of potential effect.  An overall finding of no significant adverse effect is anticipated for the King-Pendley House, the Curry House, and the Central of Georgia Railroad.  

· There are no proven energy reserves such as crude oil or natural gas in the project corridor, therefore, the project would have no impact upon any fossil fuel or other source of raw materials used for energy production.  

· Copies of the environmental effects report are available at this hearing for your review or by sending your request to:

Mr. Glenn Bowman, P.E.
State Environmental/Location Engineer

Georgia Department of Transportation

3993 Aviation Circle

Atlanta, Georgia 30336-1593      
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