Approved  By:  ______________________________________Date____________________

PAGE  

Noise Screening Assessment for Type III Projects
Brief Description of Project (Project Title)

County
PI 
Date (Month/Year)
Introduction

In compliance with 23 USC Section 109(h) and (i), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) established guidelines for the assessment of highway traffic-generated noise.  These guidelines, published as Part 772 of Title 23 of the Code of Federal Regulations (23 CFR 772), provide procedures to be followed in conducting noise analyses that will protect the public health and welfare.  In accordance with the Noise Control Act of 1972, coordination of this regulation with the Environmental Protection Agency has been completed.  Further, Highway Traffic Noise: Analysis and Abatement Guidance (Guidance) was issued in July 2010 (revised January 2011) by the FHWA.  

Purpose

The purpose of this memo is to demonstrate that this project meets the definition of a Type III project and does not require a noise study or abatement of highway noise impacts.
Type I – A federal-aid project that generally adds capacity or Significantly alters the horizontal or vertical alignment.

Type II – A federal-aid project to abate noise on an existing facility.  Georgia does not have a Type II program.

Type III – A federal or federal-aid highway project that does not meet the classifications of a Type I or Type II project. Type III projects do not require the preparation of a noise study or abatement of highway noise impacts.
Project Description

Type III Project Determination

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	The construction of a highway on new location

	
	The physical alteration of an existing highway where there is either:

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Substantial Horizontal Alteration. A project that halves the distance between the traffic noise source and the closest receptor between the existing condition to the future build condition; or, 



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Substantial Vertical Alteration. A project that removes shielding therefore exposing the line-of-sight between the receptor and the traffic noise source. This is done by either altering the vertical alignment of the highway or by altering the topography between the highway traffic noise source and the receptor

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	The addition of a through-traffic lane(s). This includes the addition of a through-traffic lane that functions as a (high occupancy vehicle (HOV) lane, High-Occupancy Toll (HOT) lane, bus lane, or truck climbing lane

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	The addition of an auxiliary lane, except for when the auxiliary lane is a turn lane

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	The addition or relocation of interchange lanes or ramps added to a quadrant to complete an existing partial interchange

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Restriping existing pavement for the purpose of adding a through-traffic lane or an auxiliary lane, except for when the auxiliary lane is a turn lane

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	The addition of a new or substantial alteration of a weigh station, rest stop, ride-share lot or toll plaza. 




If any portion of a project is determined to be a Type I project as defined in the Guidance, then the entire project area as defined in the NEPA document is a Type I project. Therefore, if any of the criteria below can be selected, the proposed project is a Type I project and thus is subject to a noise analysis 

For any project that proposes turn lanes or other type of widening, please include discussion in the conclusion that supports the Type III determination.  For example. this could be accomplished by discussing the greatest alignment shift towards a noise sensitive site.  The goal is to prove through prose that no Type I criteria apply.  Include graphics as necessary.
Conclusion

Since none of the above conditions for a Type I project were met, the subject project meets the criteria for a Type III project established in 23 CFR 772. Therefore, the project requires no analysis for highway traffic noise impacts. If changes to the proposed project result in reclassification to a Type I project, a noise analysis will be required.
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