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When is Noise Analyzed?

In compliance with 23 USC Section 109(h) and (i), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) established guidelines for the assessment of highway traffic-generated noise.  These guidelines, published as Part 772 of Title 23 of the Code of Federal Regulations (23 CFR Part 772), provide procedures to be followed in conducting noise analyses that will protect the public health and welfare.  In accordance with the Noise Control Act of 1972, coordination of this regulation with the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has been completed.  

The proposed (project name) would include the addition of a through-traffic lane and, therefore, would be classified as a Type I project.

The noise assessment documents the results of a noise analysis completed for the proposed project, in order to:
a.	Provide baseline noise levels that will be used in determining project impact. 
b.	Predict the effects that the proposed project would have on the noise environment. 
c.	Identify impacted locations where noise abatement is feasible and reasonable and likely to be included in the project and locations where impacts will occur and abatement is not feasible and reasonable.
How is land in the area classified?  
Briefly summarize the land use used in section 2.4 of the noise assessment.  
What is a noise impact?

The GDOT defines a noise impact as occurring when design-year build noise levels approach or exceed the NAC thresholds listed in Table 1 below or when predicted design-year build noise levels result in a substantial noise level increase over existing noise levels.  The GDOT considers approach levels as 1 dBA less than the noise levels shown in Table 1 below and defines a substantial noise level increase as being 15 dBA or greater than existing noise levels.

What are the results of the noise model?  (See attachments x& Y for a complete list of receiver results and locations)





Table 1
Number of Receivers Exceeding the NAC by Activity Category
	NAC/Threshold
	NAC Description 
	Existing
	Build
	No Build

	A  - 57 (Exterior)
	Lands on which serenity and quiet are of extraordinary significance and serve an important public need and where the preservation of those qualities is essential if the area is to continue to serve its intended purpose.
	
	
	

	B – 67 (Exterior)
	Residential
	
	
	

	C – 67 (Exterior)
	Active sport areas, amphitheaters, auditoriums, campgrounds, cemeteries, day care centers, hospitals, libraries, medical facilities, parks, picnic areas, places of worship, playgrounds, public meeting rooms, public or nonprofit institutional structures, radio studios, recording studios, recreation areas, Section 4(f) sites, schools, television studios, trails, and trail crossings.
	
	
	

	D – 52 (Interior)
	Auditoriums, day care centers, hospitals, libraries, medical facilities, places of worship, public meeting rooms, public or nonprofit institutional structures, radio studios, recording studios, schools, and television studios
	
	
	

	E – 72 (Exterior)
	Hotels, motels, offices, restaurants/bars, and other developed lands, properties, or activities not included in A-D or F
	
	
	

	F (Not Noise Sensitive, No Threshold)
	Agriculture, airports, bus yards, emergency services, industrial, logging, maintenance facilities, manufacturing, mining, rail yards, retail facilities, shipyards, utilities (water resources, water treatment, electrical), and warehousing
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A

	G (Not Noise Sensitive, No Threshold)
	Undeveloped lands that are not permitted
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A



No receptor sites along the project corridor would experience noise level increases of greater than 15 dBA.  Therefore, no receptors are considered impacted based on the substantial increase criterion.
Or 
Table 2 summarizes the number of receptor sites along the project corridor predicted to experience noise level increases of greater than 15dBA. 
Table 2
Number of Receptors Experiencing a Substantial Noise Increase
	NAC/Threshold
	Build

	A  - 57
	

	B - 67
	

	C - 67
	

	D - 52
	

	E - 72
	



What are the conclusions reached based on the noise analysis? 
The construction of this project will result in x impacts by approaching and/or exceeding the NAC and X by substantial increase.  The proposed project in the design year (20xx) would result in a x decibel increase in traffic generated noise.  Existing noise levels range from x to y dBA.  The predicted no-build noise levels will range from x to y dBA.  The predicted build noise levels will range from x to y dBA.  
Table 3 Summary of Findings:  
	Impacted Receiver #
	# of Receptors Represented
	Property Identification
	Is Abatement Feasible & Reasonable  
	Approximate cost of abatement

	1, 6, 8, 21
	4
	Isolated areas along SR 5
	Not Feasible due to driveway breaks
	N/A

	30, 31, 32, 33, 35
	5
	Lake Wood Subdivision
	Yes
	150,000


 (See attachment x or pages X for noise wall location map)
What is the likelihood a proposed barrier will be constructed?
No abatement measures were found to be reasonable and feasible.   A reevaluation of the noise analysis will occur during final design, should changes warrant a reevaluation.
or
Based on the studies and conclusions of this report it has been determined that noise abatement is likely, but not guaranteed, at (number) locations described as follows: (brief general description of all anticipated noise abatement locations).  Noise abatement at these locations is based upon preliminary noise analyses and design criteria.  
A reevaluation of the noise analysis will occur during final design, should changes warrant a reevaluation.  If during final design it has been determined that conditions have changed such that noise abatement is not feasible and reasonable, the abatement measures might not be provided.  The final decision on the installation of any abatement measure(s) will be made upon the completion of the project’s final design and the public involvement processes.




