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WORKSHEET FOR REVIEW OF TE/CMAQ PROJECTS

FOR ECOLOGICAL RESOURCES

IMPORTANT NOTE:

SHOULD THE PROJECT HAVE THE POTENTIAL TO AFFECT ANY ECOLOGICAL RESOURCES YOU WILL NOT BE ABLE TO USE THIS WORKSHEET SINCE AN ECOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT, PREPARED BY AN ECOLOGICAL FIRM PREQUALIFIED IN AREA CLASS 1.06E BY GDOT, WOULD BE REQUIRED.

SHOULD IT BE DETERMINED THAT A SECTION 404 PERMIT FROM THE US CORPS OF ENGINEERS (USACE) OR A BUFFER VARIANCE (BV) FROM THE GEORGIA ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION DIVISION (EPD) IS REQUIRED AND THE PROJECT SPONSOR IS RESPONSIBLE FOR LETTING THE PROJECT TO CONSTRUCTION, IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE PROJECT SPONSOR TO OBTAIN THESE ITEMS.  IF MITIGATION IS REQUIRED FOR THE 404 PERMIT AND THE SPONSOR IS RESPONSIBLE FOR RIGHT-OF-WAY, IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE SPONSOR TO OBTAIN MITIGATION CREDITS.  GDOT WILL NOT OBTAIN THESE ON YOUR BEHALF.
I. GENERAL INFORMATION
A.

	Project  Number
	     
	County
	     

	P.I. No.
	     
	
	     

	Project Name
	     
	Project Acreage
	    

	
	     

	Project Limits
	     


B.
Project Description:   (Should include the purpose, intended use, scope of work, location and size and extent of project.)
1. Describe the existing facility:
2. Describe the proposed facility: (nature of work [i.e., rehabilitation, demolition, new construction, repair, expansion, replacement, installation, etc.)
C.  
Maps: For all projects attach two maps indicating the precise location of the project with boundaries of the survey corridor defined.  The map types should be:
1. A clear copy of a USGS Quadrangle Map (7.5 minute), including the name of the map, date of publication, scale, and a north arrow indicator.

2. A county highway or street map.
D.
Photos: Please include color photographs of the project area that provide a good overview of the entire project area.  These photos should be keyed to the county highway or street map.

II. INFORMATION DEFINING THE LAND USE AND LAND COVER WITHIN THE SURVEY CORRIDOR  
The survey corridor is defined as the width of the project rights-of-way plus either 25 feet in areas of warm-water state waters as defined by the Environmental Protection Division’s Watershed Protection Branch or 50 feet in areas of cold-water trout streams.  Information on the location of cold-water trout streams can be found at the GA DNR website:
http://georgiawildlife.dnr.state.ga.us/content/displaycontent.asp?txtDocument=34
Based on this information, describe the land cover and land use within the survey corridor for your project.  Does the project area come within 25 feet of a warm-water state water or 50 feet of a cold-water stream?
III. THREATENED AND ENDANGERED SPECIES INFORMATION             
Please check the Joint Coordination Procedures document, which can be found in the Environmental Procedures Manual: 

ftp://ftp.dot.state.ga.us/EnvironmentalDocumentTemplates/Ecology%20Documents/2007%20Joint%20Coordination%20Procedures.pdf
1. If the project is of the type listed within Appendix A of the June 2003 Joint Coordination Procedures, as amended in January 2007, and as long as no Waters of the U.S. are impacted by the project, FHWA and GDOT have determined that it is a type of transportation project that would generally have no effect on federally listed species or critical habitat.  These projects do not require coordination under the Endangered Species Act unless unusual circumstances or conditions indicate the involvement of federally listed species or critical habitat.  

To document the determination of “No effect” per the programmatic exclusion contained in Appendix A of the Joint Coordination Procedures, all applicable environmental documents will contain the following statement:

“Per the June 2003 Endangered Species Act and Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act Joint Coordination Procedures (JCP), as amended in January 2007, the proposed project is of the type listed in Appendix A of the JCP.

(Identify which criteria it falls under) 
Therefore, the project will have no effect on federally listed species or habitat.  However, obligations under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act must be reconsidered if: (1) new information reveals impacts of this identified action that may affect listed species or habitat in a manner not previously considered; (2) a new species is listed or habitat is determined that may be affected by the identified action; or, (3) the project is modified in a manner not previously considered.”
If the project does not fall into one of the categories listed in Appendix A, then each listed species must be described and must include an effect determination.  The text for each species must include: a description of each species, its preferred habitat, the appropriate survey time, a discussion of conditions within the project area that indicate the potential impact of the project upon each species, and finally an effect determination (no effect; may affect, not likely to adversely affect; may affect, likely to adversely affect).
2. Attach a copy of the federally listed species for the County or Counties in which the project occurs. The updated list can be found at: 
http://www.fws.gov/athens/endangered/counties_endangered.html.

IV. WATERS OF THE UNITED STATES  

Jurisdictional Waters of the U.S. are defined by 33 CFR Part 328.3 (b) and are protected by Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 USC 1344), which is administered and enforced by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (COE).  An assessment of jurisdictional Waters of the U.S. that would be impacted by the proposed project are performed using U.S. Geological Survey topography maps, National Wetland Inventory maps and county soil survey maps in-house and then refined during field visits.  Wetland locations are determined using the 1987 Corps of Engineers Wetlands Delineation Manual.  This multi-parameter approach requires positive evidence of three criteria:

1) hydrophytic vegetation

2) hydric soils

3) wetland hydrology

Areas are considered wetlands if they exhibited evidence of all three of the above wetland parameters.  Areas are considered jurisdictional streams if they exhibited a definite channel and showed evidence of water flow at times other than major storm events.

A low-medium-high rating system is used to evaluate the wetland sites in terms of their ability to perform their associated functions.  Factors considered included type of habitat, (i.e., forested, emergent, etc.) vegetation diversity, hydrology, size, surrounding landscape, wildlife habitat, wildlife corridors, and size/type of stream course. 
PLEASE NOTE: 
If at any time “Yes” is checked for any of the questions below the project sponsor must engage an Ecological firm that is Prequalified in Area Class 1.06e by GDOT to complete a field survey and potentially an ecology assessment.  
The list of prequalified consultants (both by area class and consulting firm name) can be found at the following location:
http://www.dot.ga.gov/doingbusiness/consultants/prequal/Pages/PrequalifiedConsultants.aspx
Any deviation from using an Ecological firm that is Prequalified in Area Class 1.06e by GDOT must be pre-approved by the GDOT Project Manager through discussion with OEL.

The ecology assessment requirements can be found in the Environmental Procedures Manual: 
http://wwwb.dot.ga.gov/dot/preconstruction/r-o-a-d-s/oel/html/ch05/ch05_4_4.htm
Once an ecologist has been hired and done the field survey:

-If the ecologist determines the project would affect waters of the US, a full ecology assessment would be required.  If any permits and/or or variances are required, that should be included in the ecology contract since it is the responsibility of the project sponsor to obtain all permits and/or variances prior to the project being let to construction.

-If the ecologist determines no impacts to Waters of the US, you may continue with the TE ecology worksheet with the ecologist’s signature included.

A. Waters of US indicated by background research (topographical maps, soil maps, NWI maps, aerial photography)? This information should be submitted with this form for verification purposes.
( 
No – confirm with field survey; TE ecology worksheet may continue
(
Yes –field survey and ecology assessment required

B. Field survey results

1. Jurisdictional wetlands present within project corridor (as indicated by presence of all 3 parameters – hydric soils, hydrology, & hydrophytic vegetation)?
(
No – TE ecology worksheet may continue
(
Yes – If so, will project implementation result in impacts to wetland(s)?
(
No – TE ecology worksheet may continue
(
Yes – ecology assessment required.  A 404 permit may also be required.
2. Open waters present within project corridor

(
No – TE ecology worksheet may continue

(
Yes – If so, will project implementation result in impacts to open water(s)?
(
No – TE ecology worksheet may continue
(
Yes – ecology assessment required.  A buffer variance and a 404 permit may also be required.
3. Streams present within project corridor
(
No – TE ecology worksheet may continue

(
Yes – If so, will project implementation result in impacts to streams?
(
No – TE ecology worksheet may continue
(
Yes – ecology assessment required.  A buffer variance and a 404 permit may also be required.
4. If open waters and/or streams are present, will project result in encroachment on State Waters Buffer (25 feet for warm water state waters and 50 feet for cold-water streams)?

(
No – TE ecology worksheet may continue

(
Yes – If so, will project implementation result in encroachment on State Waters Buffer?
(
No – TE ecology worksheet may continue
(
Yes – ecology assessment required; Stream Buffer Variance may also be required.
V. Essential Fish Habitat

The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (MSFCMA), defines areas of essential fish habitat.  Essential fish habitat includes the waters and bottom habitats that are necessary to a species’ life cycle.  Essential Fish Habitat is designated for all federally managed marine fish.  In Georgia, Essential Fish Habitat can be found in the following counties: Camden, Glynn, McIntosh, Liberty, Bryan, and Chatham.

Does proposed project occur in Chatham, Bryan, Liberty, McIntosh, Glynn, and Camden Counties?
(
No – TE ecology worksheet may continue
(
Yes – Would proposed project impact a tidally influenced area?

(
No – TE ecology worksheet may continue
(
Yes – ecology assessment required.  Consultation with the National Marine & Fisheries for impacts to Essential Fish Habitat may also be required.
VI. Migratory Bird Treaty Act  

As directed under Executive Order 13186, in furtherance of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (16 U.S.C. 703-711), actions must be taken to avoid or minimize impacts to migratory bird resources and to prevent or abate the detrimental alteration of the environment for the benefit of migratory birds, as practicable.  The Migratory Bird Treaty Act protects over 1,500 migratory bird species (see 50 C.F.R. 10.13, List of Migratory Birds) in the US and its territories.
The Department uses a threshold of 100 acres of contiguous forested habitat when classifying areas as significant or important sites capable of supporting interior-nesting migratory bird populations. 100 acres is considered a sufficient size to allow sensitive species to minimize the risk of predation and nest parasitism.  In addition, for projects on which bridges or culverts may be reconstructed or demolished, the Department surveys for the nests of birds such as barn swallow (Hirundo rustica), cliff swallow (H. pyrrhonota), and Eastern phoebe (Sayornis phoebe).
1. Project will result in fragmentation of tracts of forested habitat at least 100 acres?

(
No – TE ecology worksheet may continue
(
Yes – ecology assessment required.  Describe habitat and observed species.

2. Project will include bridge and/or culvert replacements?

(
No – TE ecology worksheet may continue
(
Yes – ecology assessment required.  Project area must be surveyed for presence of swallow and/or phoebe nests.
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