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      Date
      Name
      Address
     ,              City, ST Zip
Re:
Section 4(f) Determination for Project      ,        FORMDROPDOWN 
, 

P.I. No.       ‑       Brief  Description
Dear       : 

The Georgia Department of Transportation (the Department) is in the beginning stages of project development for the above noted project.  The proposal would consist of      .

     ,[Park/Refuge/Site, etc.] which is under the jurisdiction of the      [Person/County/Mayor, etc.] is adjacent to       [Route, Road, etc.] within the limits of this project.    

[The following paragraph is an example of a situation requiring a temporary easement. Type paragraph appropriate to project in the field that follows the example]

In the area of the_____, the widening of _____ would be from the existing two 3.6m (12 ft) travel lanes, one in each direction, to four 3.6m (12 ft) travel lanes, two in each direction, curb and gutter and a 6 meter (20 ft) raised median.  The widening would be on the west side of the existing alignment, the side opposite the park.  The existing right‑of‑way through this area is approximately 30 meters (100 ft).  The proposed project would require a total of approximately 40 meters (130 ft) of right‑of‑way, with the 10 additional meters (33 ft) needed also being from the west side of the roadway opposite the park.  Although no permanent right‑of‑way would be required on the east side of the roadway in the area of the park, a strip of approximately 6 meters (20 ft) of temporary easement would be needed from the_____, in the area abutting_____. The temporary easement would be needed for the reconstruction of an existing lane used to enter the park (refer to attachments).    

     
It is the opinion of the Department that the use of a temporary easement would have no adverse effect on the park's normal operations during or after the construction of the proposed project.  

Though the Department believes that the use of the temporary easement would have no immediate or long term effects on the park, a Section 4(f) Evaluation would be required unless agreement to this can be reached with the official having jurisdiction.  Section 4(f) evaluation is required when there is a temporary or permanent use, or constructive use of land, from a significant publicly owned public park, recreation area, or wildlife and waterfowl refuge or any significant historic site.  The Section 4(f) evaluation must conclusively demonstrate that there is:


1. No feasible and prudent alternative to using that land; and, 


2. Project includes all possible planning to minimize harm. 
     

Conducting such an evaluation is a long and cumbersome process, which can delay a project for years.  In the case of this project, this delay can be avoided if you, as the official having jurisdiction agree that the required easement would:


1. be of short duration and less than the time needed for construction of the project ‑  that the minor temporary easement needed last until the turn-lane into the      [Auto-fill field with Resource Name] is constructed;

  
2. not change the ownership or result in the retention of long-term or indefinite interest on the land for transportation purposes ‑ that      [Official having jurisdiction] will continue to be the sole owner of this property;


3. not result in any temporary or permanent adverse change to the activities, features, or attributes which are important to the purposes or functions that qualify the 
resource for protection under Section 4(f); ‑ that this temporary construction activity would not have any negative effects to the       and,


4. include only a minor amount of land from within the       boundary.

Based on the aforementioned information, the Department requests your concurrence in the determination that the proposed use of an easement from the       would be of temporary use and would have no significant adverse effects to the park or its operations.  Please forward your concurrence to Mr. Glenn Bowman, P.E., Attention:       .
A project location map and right-of-way plans of the area are enclosed for your reference.  If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact       at (404) 631-     .
Sincerely,

Glenn Bowman, P.E.
State Environmental Administrator
Enclosure

GB/   
cc:       , Project Manager
