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NOTIFICATION

Initiation of GEPA Process for

GDOT  FORMDROPDOWN 
      ,        FORMDROPDOWN 

November 10, 2014
The Georgia Department of Transportation (Department) is in the beginning stages of project development for this/these proposed transportation project(s).  In compliance with the Georgia Environmental Policy Act (GEPA) the Department has determined that because of the nature and the scope of this undertaking, the proposed project(s) has/have the potential to cause effects to historic properties if any such properties exist in the project area.  The Department is attempting to identify historic properties already listed in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) and any properties not already listed that would be considered eligible for listing that are located within the geographic area of potential effects (APE) of the proposed project(s).

The proposed project(s) would consist of the (describe project) (see attached location map). Existing right-of-way (ROW) is (number) feet. Proposed ROW would be (number) feet.

The APE for the proposed project(s) would include the areas within the proposed ROW and the viewshed of the proposed project(s).  No potential for indirect effects outside this corridor is anticipated as a result of implementation of the proposed project(s) OR The potential for indirect effects will be evaluated as projected data becomes available and a clearer picture of possible changes in traffic patterns and development pressures emerge (tailor to your project). (Select this option if ROW is required) 

OR Because of the nature and scope of the undertaking, the APE is limited to the existing ROW and viewshed of the proposed project(s), within which all construction and ground disturbing activity would be confined.  No potential for indirect effects outside of the corridor is anticipated as a result of implementation of the proposed project(s) OR The potential for indirect effects will be evaluated as projected data becomes available and a clearer picture of possible changes in traffic patterns and development pressures emerge (tailor to your project). (Select this option if ROW is not required.)  

In accordance with GEPA, existing information on previously identified historic properties has been checked to determine if any are located within the APE of this undertaking. This review of existing information revealed that no properties listed in or nominated for listing in the NRHP, no National Historic Landmarks and no bridges determined eligible for inclusion in the 

NRHP in the updated Georgia Historic Bridge Survey (GHBS) are located within the proposed project's(s’) APE.  No properties OR (Number of Properties) 50 years old or older were identified within the proposed project's(s’) APE in the [year] Department of Natural Resources (DNR) [name] County(ies) Survey(s).  These survey sites are [site number(s)].  

Field surveys for both historic properties and archaeological sites will be conducted and the Criteria of Eligibility will be applied in consultation with the Georgia State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) to determine if any of these sites are eligible for inclusion in the NRHP.

OR 

Because of the minimal scope of the proposed project(s) and because current and historic aerial photography, Google Streetview, and online tax assessor records (tailor to available desktop resources) indicate that the project area is composed entirely of modern residential subdivision or commercial development (tailor as needed), a field survey for historic buildings and structures will not be conducted.  A Department archaeologist will conduct an archaeological site field survey.

Please advise us of any historic or archaeological resources of which you are aware that may be located within the area of potential effect for Project      ,       County.  With your assistance, we can give these issues due consideration and integrate them into the development of the project’s alignment and design.

By copy of this letter, we also are requesting information concerning historic and archaeological resources along the project corridor from the [consulting party(ies)].  Responses regarding historic and archaeological resources would be appreciated within thirty (30) days of receipt of this letter.  If you are aware of additional organizations or individuals interested in cultural resources in your area, please forward their names to the Department.

A written response to become a consulting party for this project should be directed to:

Hiral Patel, P.E.

Georgia Department of Transportation

Office of Environmental Services
One Georgia Center

600 West Peachtree Street, NW, 16th Floor
Atlanta, Georgia 30308
Attn:__________ (historian’s name)
Also, on behalf of the Federal Highway Administration Georgia Division (FHWA), in keeping with a government-to-government relationship and in compliance with 36CFR800, the following tribal governments are invited to participate in the Section 106 process for this project: Muscogee (Creek) Nation, Muscogee (Creek) National Council, Poarch Band of Creek Indians, and the Thlopthlocco Tribal Town.  Responses to this Notification regarding tribal concerns should be addressed to the attention of Mr. Jim Pomfret, the Department’s American Indian liaison.

OR

Also, on behalf of the Federal Highway Administration Georgia Division (FHWA), in keeping with a government-to-government relationship and in compliance with 36CFR800, the following tribal governments are invited to participate in the Section 106 process for this project: Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians, Jena Band of Choctaw Indians, Absentee-Shawnee Tribe, Shawnee Tribe, Eastern Shawnee Tribe, Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas, Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, Muscogee (Creek) Nation, Muscogee (Creek) National Council, Poarch Band of Creek Indians, Thlopthlocco Tribal Town, and the United Keetoowah Band.  Responses to this Notification regarding tribal concerns should be addressed to the attention of Mr. Jim Pomfret, the Department’s American Indian liaison. 

In accordance with GEPA, the Department will assess project effects to any identified historic properties as preliminary project plans become available, endeavor to minimize harm to all identified historic properties and produce an Assessment of Effects report.  This document will be provided to all consulting parties for comment when completed.

If you have additional questions or concerns regarding cultural resources in the project area please direct them to the following individuals: historic resource concerns can be can be addressed to name of historian (404-631-[number] or [email address]); archaeological resource concerns, including cemetery and other human burials, can be addressed to Jim Pomfret (404‑631‑1256 or jpomfret@dot.ga.gov) of this office.  Questions concerning general design or location issues may be addressed to [DOT designer or county contact] ([phone number]) or ([email address]) of the [DOT office or county department].  We appreciate your assistance in this matter.

Attach a project location map with North Arrow, Project Number(s), County(ies), and Scale bar (or indicate “not to scale”) to a scale where road names and closest landmark (town/city) are legible.    
