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P.I. #     
HP #     
Description of the Undertaking

GDOT Project       is federally funded.  Therefore, Section 106 compliance is being processed through the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) OR GDOT Project       is proposed to be implemented with state funds.  However, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) authorized preliminary engineering (PE) on [date] allowing the Department to conduct environmental studies with federal funds and preserve the option of implementing the project with federal funds in the future. Therefore, Section 106 compliance is being processed through the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) OR GDOT Project       is state funded.  However, the project requires a permit under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act issued by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (COE).  Therefore, Section 106 compliance is being processed through the COE OR GDOT Project       is state funded and will be implemented without Federal financial assistance, permits, licenses or approval.  Therefore, this document fulfills the Department's obligations under the Georgia Environmental Policy Act (GEPA).

The proposed project would consist of the [project description] (see attached map).  Total project length is approximately [distance].  The existing [number] lane facility would be  FORMDROPDOWN 
 to [number] lanes with a [width] median.  Existing right‑of‑way is [number] feet.  Proposed right‑of‑way would be [number] feet.

The area of potential effects (APE), as defined in 36 CFR 800.16(d), is the geographic area or areas within which an undertaking may directly or indirectly cause changes in the character or use of historic properties if any such properties exist.  Based on this definition, the nature and the scope of the undertaking, the guidance in the GDOT/FHWA Cultural Resources Survey Guidelines and past experience with similar projects, the Department has evaluated and defined the APE for this proposed project.  Because of the nature and scope of the undertaking, the area of potential direct effects consists of the project view shed and the [existing/proposed] right-of-way of the proposed project, within which all construction and ground disturbing activity would be confined (refer to attached graphic).  No potential for indirect effects is anticipated by implementation of the proposed project. 

OR

Because of the nature and scope of the undertaking, the area of potential direct effects would include the areas within the proposed right-of-way and the viewshed of the proposed project.  No potential for indirect effects is anticipated as a result of implementation of the proposed project.  No change in traffic patterns would result from project implementation.  No additional access to the existing facility would be provided and no existing access to the facility would be removed.  The project would only increase the capacity of the existing roadway to meet anticipated future demand. 

OR   

Because a number of new intersections would be created on this new location roadway, the potential for indirect effects exists.  This potential for indirect effects will be further evaluated as projected traffic data becomes available and a clearer picture of possible changes in traffic patterns and development pressures emerges.

Identification of Historic Properties

Existing information on previously identified historic properties was checked to determine if any are located within the APE of this undertaking.  This review included National Register listed properties, pending National Register nominations, National Historic Landmarks, and the updated Georgia Historic Bridge Survey (GHBS).  No properties listed in or nominated for listing in the National Register, National Historic Landmarks or bridges determined eligible for inclusion in the National Register were identified within the proposed project's APE OR One National Register listed property was identified within the proposed project's APE.  This property is ____   OR  GDOT Bridge #_________ is included in the GHBS, but was determined not eligible.  The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) [name] County(ies) survey dated [date] was also consulted, and no historic resources were identified within the proposed project’s APE OR A Department of Natural Resources (DNR) [name] County(ies) survey has not been conducted and could not be checked.  

In addition to the Georgia SHPO, other potential consulting parties were identified based on the nature of the undertaking and the guidance in the GDOT/FHWA Cultural Resource Survey Guidelines.  The other potential consulting party(ies) invited to participate in the Section 106 process [OR invited to comment on the undertaking in accordance with Section 12-16-4(b) of GEPA] was/were the [name] Regional Commission.  The consulting party(ies) was/were informed of our efforts to identify historic properties by consulting existing information and the results of those efforts and asked to provide information on any unidentified National Register listed or eligible properties within the project's APE by a Notification dated [date] (see Notification in Appendix A).  A response was received from the [name(s)] by a letter dated [date] OR No response was received from the Department's invitation to become a consulting party in the Section 106 process.   

Because of the relatively recent date of completion of this DNR survey and the fact that no buildings or structures were indicated within the APE on aerial photography and/or topographic map(s) [the fact that aerial photography and/or photo-revised topographic maps indicate that the area is composed entirely of modern residential subdivision or commercial development], the DNR survey finding of no properties 50 years old or older identified within the APE was considered reliable.  Therefore, a field survey for historic properties was not conducted.     

Because of the age of the DNR [name] County survey OR Because a DNR [name] County survey has not been conducted OR Even though the DNR survey did not identify any properties 50 years old or older within the APE, because buildings and structures were visible on aerial photography and topographic maps, the proposed project was field surveyed for historic properties.  

As a result of these efforts, no property listed in or considered eligible for listing in the National Register was identified within the proposed project's APE.  No property 50 years old or older was identified OR [Number] property(ies) 50 years old or older was/were identified within the proposed project's APE.  The National Register Criteria of Eligibility were applied and that property was/those properties were determined not eligible for listing in the National Register in consultation with the Department of Natural Resources, Historic Preservation Division (HPD).

OR

As a result of these efforts, [number] property(ies) listed in or considered eligible for listing in the National Register was/were identified within the proposed project's APE.

The [name of property] is a [type and/or style of property] located [property location] (refer to attached map).  [Brief description of the property and character of the setting] (see photographs in Appendix B).  This property was evaluated for eligibility for listing in the National Register under Criterion/Criteria [A, B, C, D].  The [name of property] is considered eligible for listing in the National Register.  The property possesses a [local, state, national] level of significance in the area(s) of [agriculture, architecture, engineering, etc.] as a ________.  

The eligible National Register boundary of the [name of property] corresponds to the legal property boundary OR Because the historic boundary is no longer intact and because there are no other features within the legal boundary that contribute to the architectural significance of the property, the eligible National Register boundary is a visual boundary.  The eligible boundary, comprising approximately [number] acres, contains all National Register qualifying characteristics and features of the property and includes the house, two associated outbuildings and the immediate surrounds (refer to Appendix B).

Determination

Based on the results of our historic property identification efforts, no properties listed in or considered eligible for listing in the National Register were located within the APE of this undertaking.  Therefore, there is a finding of No Historic Properties Affected for this undertaking in accordance with 36 CFR 800.4(d)(1) [OR Section 12-16-4(a) of GEPA].

OR

Because the characteristics of the historic property that qualify it for inclusion in or eligibility for the National Register would not be altered, there is a finding of No Historic Properties Affected for this project in accordance with 36 CFR 800.4(d)(1) [OR Section 12-16-4(a) of GEPA].

[Describe why no physical destruction of or damage to all or part of a property would occur]  There would be no acquisition of right-of-way from within the boundary of the listed or eligible National Register property in order to implement the proposed project.  Therefore, there would be no physical destruction of or damage to all or part of the property (refer to Appendix C).  

[Describe why there would be no change to the character of the property's use]

Project implementation [would/would not] result in a change in the character of the property’s use.  There are no direct or indirect effects anticipated to the [name of property] that would alter the character of the continued [residential, commercial, agricultural, institutional] use of the property.  OR  Because of the house's proximity to the roadway, the change/removal in access to the resource, the widening of the existing two lane road in front of the property to four lanes and the reduction in size of the front yard would diminish the future desirability of the property for residential use (tailor). OR  The property is currently abandoned and has been abandoned for many years.  Because of the type of the house, the structural condition of the property and its location, there is very little potential for the property to be returned to its historic use (tailor).  Therefore, project implementation would not result in a change in the character of the property's use.  

[Describe why there would be no change to the character of the property's physical features within the property's setting] Project implementation [would/would not] result in a change in the character of the property’s physical features within the property’s setting that contribute to its historic significance. (Example):  There would be some ROW acquisition north of and south of the existing bridge; however, no features that contribute to the National Register significance of the property would be removed.  The area within the proposed ROW contains either densely wooded areas or open fields and would not change as a result of project implementation.

[Describe why no visual elements would be introduced]  The property would not be visually affected by project implementation.  The property is located approximately [number] feet from the project location.  Following project implementation this distance would remain the same.  Justify [e.g. The existing facility always has been and would continue to be an element of the visual character of the property.  The property is shielded from existing facility by vegetation and would be shielded from improved facility by this same vegetation.  The distance from the property to the transportation facility would not change.  The visual perception from the property would not change.  The visual character of the surrounding area of the resource has been compromised by modern commercial/residential/industrial development.  The enlargement of the existing transportation facility would not compromise the visual character of the property.] 
[Describe why no atmospheric elements would be introduced]  Project implementation would not result in the introduction of atmospheric elements that diminish the integrity of the property’s significant historic characteristics or features.  There would be no atmospheric effect to this property as a result of project implementation.  The project is consistent with the State Implementation Plan for air quality in the region.

[Describe why no audible elements would be introduced]  Project implementation would not audibly affect the [name of property].  The existing noise level at the property is [number] dBA LEQ.  The no‑build noise level at the property is [number] dBA LEQ.  The build noise level (design year [year]) at the resource is [number] dBA LEQ.  This [number] decibel increase would occur over twenty years and would barely be perceptible to the human ear (0-4 decibel increase) OR would be noticeably perceptible but not substantial (5-14 decibel increase) [tailor for your resource].  Also, the build noise level would/would not approach or exceed the FHWA noise abatement criterion of 67 dBA LEQ established for residential and/or commercial historic properties. (If noise levels exceed these federal criteria, the effect to the resource is not necessarily adverse.  Refer to the GDOT Guidelines for Determining Noise Impacts to Historic Resources for guidance and examples). 

Project implementation is not anticipated to indirectly affect the [name of property].  No change in traffic patterns would result from project implementation.  No additional access to the existing transportation facility would be provided and no existing access to the facility would be removed.  The proposed project would only increase the capacity of the existing roadway to meet current and anticipated future demand OR The proposed project would not increase the capacity of the existing roadway.  
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