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GDT 73 

A. Scope  

For a complete list of GDTs, see the Table of Contents. 

Use these test methods to randomly select and test for acceptance asphaltic concrete mixes and pavement construction. 

The characteristics to be tested are mixture composition and compaction. 

B. Apparatus 

For Method C, the apparatus consists of the following: 

1. Computer—Use the computer specified in Section 152 of the Specifications. 

C. Sample Size and Preparation 

1. Lot Boundaries 

An Acceptance Lot normally consists of the amount of asphaltic concrete produced and placed in one construction 

day, or at least 500 tons (500 Mg). 

2. Evaluate each Lot with the sampling procedures and the specified acceptance criteria for mixture composition and 

voids. 

3. When evaluating these features, always use the same Lot boundaries. If the Job Mix Formula changes significantly, 

the Engineer may end one Lot and begin a new Lot. 

D. Procedures 

1. Selecting Loads to be Sampled 

a. Randomly sample the designated Lot based on the load number. 

b. Randomly sample the mix for the Lot from sublots consisting of approximately 500 tons (500 Mg).  

c. Sublots may be increased to 750 tons (750 Mg) if approved by both the District Testing Management 

Operations Supervisor and the Area Bituminous Technical Services Engineer. To be considered for use of 

expanded sublots, the contractor must have produced at least 2,000 tons (2,000 Mg) of a specific mix per day 

for three consecutive working days. Approval for increased sublot sizes may be rescinded upon agreement by 

both the District Testing Management Operations Supervisor and the Area Bituminous Technical Services 

Engineer any time the Contractor fails to produce at least 2,000 tons (2,000 Mg) of mix in any one day of 

production.  

d. Method A: Use random numbers chosen from Table 1. 

Method B: Draw numbered tokens from a container. 

Method C: Use the FDCS computer-generated numbers. 

See examples in Calculations, for using each of these methods. 

2. Testing for Asphalt Cement Content and Gradation 

a. Use GDT 83 or GDT 125 to test the asphalt cement content. 

1) When the plant that produces the mix is operating and the mix is tested according to GDT 125, use the 

asphalt cement content calculated from the ticket .Calculate the content from the appropriate ticket that 

corresponds to the load from which the sample was taken. The ticket and gradation worksheet should be 

attached to the TM159-5 report and retained in the project files. In all cases, test the mixture gradation with 

GDT 38. 

b. Project personnel may submit to the Central Laboratory for approval any other method for random sampling 

when existing conditions make load sampling impractical.  

Note: Test according to GDT 83 or GDT 125 and GDT 38. Accept according to Section 400 of the Standard 

Specifications. 

3. Determining Core locations for Mixture Acceptance 

a. Determine core locations as follows: 

1) Divide the Lot into 5 sub-lots for lots containing greater than 500 tons (500 Mg) or 1 sub-lot per 100 tons 

(100 Mg) if 500 tons (500 Mg) or less (Example) 
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Lots ≥ 500 tons (500Mg) of mix should be divided into 5 sub-lots of equal distance. 

Lots <500 tons (500Mg) of mix should be comprised of a sub-lot or sub-lots consisting of up to 100 tons 

(100 Mg) of mix each. There may be less than 5 sub-lots. 

Note: Round up for any fraction tonnage to the next 100 tons (100 Mg). Example: 301 tons = 4 cores 

 

GDT 73 Table 1 
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2) Take one random core in each sublot insuring that cores meet minimum weight requirements in GDT 125. 

3) Select successive numbers, depending on the number of sublots, from Table 1 for the longitudinal 

coordinate.  

4) Select the same number of successive numbers for the transverse coordinate.  

5) Determine the axis based on the beginning of a sublot and the left-hand edge of the pavement looking 

ahead. 
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b. Example for coring lots for Acceptance (using Method A).  

You are given the following: 

 The lot is 3,000 ft (914.4 m) long and the lane is 12 ft (3.65 m) wide and has 300 tons (300 Mg) of mix. 

1) You are cutting three cores from the lot. By an unbiased method, use the First random number in Block 18 

of Table 1 in the right column and the two successive numbers (0.947, 0.942, and 0.150) to determine 

longitudinal values. 

2) Take the lane width minus 1 foot and place 1 pill per foot into a can to be drawn out for Transverse 

Coordinate (12 foot lane 1 through 11 in can-pills 3, 5, 9). 

Note: It is the intention of this procedure to sample materials from the population in a random manner. The 

use of a Random Number Generator such as those found as a function on some Scientific Calculators and as 

found within the Field Data Collection System is allowed. If a Random Number Generator is used, determine 

the test location by substituting the randomly generated number for the random numbers from Table 1 in the 

examples of Method A  

 

Location of Sample from Beginning of Each Sublot 

Sample No. Longitudinal Coordinate Transverse Coordinate 

1 1000 ft. x 0.947 =  947 ft 3 ft 

2 1000 ft. x 0.942 =  942 ft 5 ft 

3 1000 ft. x 0.150 =  150 ft 9 ft 

 

Note: In some individual cases due to safety reasons, material must be tested within a lane closure. This will 

make equal sublots impossible; however, you must include the full length of each day's production in the Lot. 

There are also safety issues to be considered. In the event that a test site falls in a unsafe area (i.e. in blind 

curves or just over the crest of a hill) the test location should be move to just beyond the unsafe area but 

within the boundaries of the sublot being tested. In the event that either of these is the case, an explanation 

should be included in the remarks section of TM 150 test report. 

4. Determining locations with Nuclear Gauge  

a. The length of the Lot is 5,000 ft (1,524 m). Use 1,000 ft (1,524 m) per sublot (5000 ft/5 = 1000  

b. To determine stations, use an unbiased method. The first random number in block 18 in the right column and 

the four successive ones (.947, 0.942, 0.150, 0.195, and 0.448) determine the stations. 

 

Station Within Each Sublot 

Sublot 1 1000 feet x 0.947=  947 feet from start of sublot 

Sublot 2 1000 feet x 0.942=  942 feet from start of sublot 

Sublot 3 1000 feet x  0.150=  150 feet from start of sublot 

Sublot 4 1000 feet x.195 =  195 feet from start of sublot 

Sublot 5 1000 feet x  0.448=  448 feet from start of sublot 

 

Note: Do not test any section within 25 ft of a transverse joint. Do not test any turning lanes, turnouts, and 

driveways less than 200 ft in length or tapered sections less than 10 ft wide. 

 

c. To determine transverse coordinates, divide the lane into three equal transverse zones.  

d. Record on the work sheet one reading within each zone at the random selected site.  

e. Determine the average and record it as a test. 
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f. If the width of lane is 12 feet you will use 4 feet per zone (12 ft/3 zones = 4 ft per zone   

g. For this example, place 4 tokens, numbered 1 through 4, in a container. 

h. By an unbiased method, you select three numbers from the pill can to determine the transverse locations of the 

test sites. The numbers are 2, 3, and 1. 

i. Since the  left edge of the lane looking ahead is the axis, take the readings at the following transverse locations: 

Zone Calculation Location 

1 Pill 2 2ft 

2 Pill 3 3 ft 

3 Pill 1 1 ft 

 

 

Note: Avoid testing sites that fall on the edge of a paving lane. For example, use 1 ft (300 mm) for any sites 

falling 1 ft (300 mm) or less. 

j. Take the 3 gauge readings for sublot #1 starting 947 ft  from the beginning of the sublot at 2 ft, 7 ft, and 9 ft 

from the left edge of the lane. 

k. Use the average of the three readings as the test for that sublot.  

l. Determine the test locations for the remaining sublots using the same process. 

Note: Before reporting test results for payment, automatically retest non-conforming lots of asphaltic 

concrete density. Test at the same longitudinal location as the previous tests and at a randomly selected 

transverse site according to GDT 39. Base official values for non-conforming average Lot density on the core 

average from step 5 below. 

  

5. Re-evaluating Non-Conforming Average Voids 

a. If you reevaluate beyond the automatic recheck, use randomly determined cores at new locations as described in 

Procedure 4. 1 and 2 

b. Determine the Transverse Coordinates by taking the lane width minus 1 ft and placing 1 pill per foot into a can.  

Draw a pill from the can and core at that transverse location on the mat.  

E. Calculations 

1. Method A  

a. Method A Calculations 

This example uses Table 1 to calculate the sublot tests. You are given the following:  

Expected plant production: 1,600 to 1,800 tons (1,600 to 1,800 Mg) (3 to 4 samples) 

Average load of haul vehicles: 20 tons (20 Mg) 

1) Therefore, use 25 loads [(500 tons (500 Mg)) / (20 tons (20 Mg)/load) = 25] for the first sublot. 

2) By an unbiased method, use the last random number in Block 18 of Table 1 in the right column and the 

four successive numbers (.215, .284, .802, .146 and .696).  

3) Calculate the loads to sample as follows: 

Sample Calculation Load 

1 25 loads x .215 = 5.4 or 5 +0 = 5th Load 

2 25 loads x .284 = 7.1 or 7 + 25 = 32nd Load 

3 25 loads x .802 = 20.1 or 20 + 50 = 70th Load 

4 25 loads x .146 = 3.7 or 4 + 75 = 79th Load 

4). If the plant produced 92 loads for that day, take samples of the mix from loads 5, 32, 70, and 79 to 

represent that Lot. 
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2. Method B (Random Tokens) 

This example uses Method B to calculate the sublot tests. You are given the following: 

Plant production: 2,600 to 3,000 tons (2,600 to 3,000 Mg) (4 to 5 samples) 

Average load of haul vehicles: 22 tons (22 Mg) 

a. Therefore, use 34 loads (750 tons (750 Mg) / 22 tons (20 Mg)/load = 34) for the sublots.  

b. Place 34 tokens numbered 1 through 34 in a container. 

c. Draw a token from the container. 

d. Record the number and return it to the container. 

e. Calculate the sublots to be tested as follows: 

Sample Calculation Load 

1 Token #1 drawn = 1 = 1st Load 

2 Token #16 drawn = 16 + 34 = 50th Load 

3 Token #31 drawn = 31 + 68  = 99th Load 

4 Token #16 drawn = 16 + 102 = 118th Load 

5 Token #11 drawn = 11 + 136 = 147th Load 

 

f. If the plant produced 130 loads for that day, take samples of the mix from loads 1, 50, 99, 118, and 147 to 

represent that Lot 

3. Method C (DOT Computer Program) 

This example uses Method C to calculate the sublot tests. 

a. Using the computer program developed by the Georgia DOT, enter the requested pertinent data about expected 

production and the haul load sizes. The program will randomly select the loads per sublot for the entire Lot. 

b. Retain this list for future reference. 

Note: Method C is the preferred method when performing sampling at an asphalt plant. It should be utilized 

as the correct sampling procedure at all times unless specific permission is granted by both the District 

Testing Management Operations Supervisor and the Area Bituminous Technical Services Engineer 

F. Re-Evaluation 

1. Mixture Acceptance 

For all mix types other than PEM, OGFC, Mixture paid as patching and thin lift courses < 110 lbs/yd
2
, the 

Department will take the same number of new tests on cores taken at the locations where the loads sampled were 

placed and will use only those cores results for acceptance.  If the location of the sampled loads cannot be isolated 

and documented to the approval of the Engineer, the lot will not be re-evaluated and the original test results will be 

used for acceptance. For PEM, OGFC and thin lift courses < 110 lbs/yd
2
, the retained opposite quarter shall be used 

for revaluation when a re-evaluation is requested by the Contractor.  

2. Compaction Acceptance 

The Department will reevaluate the lot through additional testing by cutting the same number of cores originally 

obtained at randomly selected locations and averaging these results with the results from the original density tests.  

Note: Reevaluation of Lots and acceptance will be based on Department evaluations. The Request for 

reevaluation shall be made within 5 working days of notification of the Lot results. The Department will be 

reimbursed for the cost of the re-evaluation. Traffic control will be the responsibility of the contractor. The 

TMOS, Assistant, or TSE must be present during re-evaluation(The cost can be found below in the RE-

Evaluation Cost Table)  
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G. Report 

Keep track of the loads sampled and locations sampled and report actual tests on the respective forms: 

1. From GDT 83 or GDT 125 for Asphalt Cement Content. 

2. From GDT 38 for Mixture Gradation. 

3. From GDT 59 for Nuclear Gauge Compaction. 

4. From GDT 39 for Core Compaction. 

 

RE- Evaluation Cost Table 

GDT Hr/Rate Mileage Bit wear Test 

GDT-39 $55.00 per person .70 mile $12 per inch $25 per core 

GDT-125 $55.00 per person .70 mile $12 per inch $150 per core 

 


