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Categorical Exclusion Attachment

A. SOCIAL ENVIRONMENT

1.  Land Use Changes

Minimal changes in land use could occur as a result of the proposed project.  Phase I of the proposed Suwanee Creek Trail Extension project is located along the southern bank and generally along the edge of the 100-year floodplain of Suwanee Creek between Martin Farm Park, on Martin Farm Road, and McGinnis Ferry Road (Figure 1).  The existing land use in the area of potential impact for Phase I of the Suwanee Creek Trail Extension project consists of undeveloped wetland and wooded areas.  Approximately 35 percent of Phase I is contained within an existing sewer line easement.

Martin Farm Park, located at the beginning of Phase I at the northeastern end of the project corridor, is an existing public park that would provide the parking and trailhead for this phase of the project (Figure 2).   While construction of the proposed trail would require the use of some land within this public park, the project would serve to enhance the viability of the public facility through the enhancement of its recreational value to the community.  Current land use surrounding the project corridor between Martin Farm Park and the intersection of the proposed Suwanee Creek trail with Annandale Road is primarily residential development, with private residential properties located both north and south of the project corridor (Figure 2).  Southwest of Annandale Road, the project would be constructed within the property boundary of Annandale Village, a private residential institution for the developmentally disabled (Figure 1).  The portion of the facility’s property through which the trail would be constructed consists of undeveloped woodlands and does not support any of the business operations of Annandale Village.

Phase II of the Suwanee Creek Trail Extension is located along the northern bank and generally along the edge of the 100-year floodplain of Suwanee Creek, between McGinnis Ferry Road and Buford Highway (Figure 1). Current land use in the area of potential impact for Phase II of the Suwanee Creek Trail Extension project is a mix of industrial/commercial development, with an open graded area in the northeastern half, and undeveloped wetland and wooded areas in the southwestern half of the project corridor.  Approximately 26 percent of Phase II is contained within an existing sewer line easement.

The Suwanee Sports Academy, a privately owned recreational facility, is located near the beginning of Phase II on the northwest side of the project corridor and would provide the parking for this phase of the project (Figure 2).  The trailhead for Phase II of the project would be constructed within the existing right-of-way for McGinnis Ferry Road immediately northeast of the Suwanee Sports Academy.  Approximately 0.27 acre of right-of-way would be acquired for construction of the trail along the toe of the graded slope that currently serves as the facility’s parking lot.  Construction of the project would not disrupt the operation of the Suwanee Sports Academy and would serve to enhance the viability of the recreational facility through the provision of additional recreational opportunities.  From the Suwanee Sports Academy to 

Figure 2 – Conceptual Trail Routing Plan and Jurisdictional Wetlands and Waters Site Map

Swiftwater Park Drive, current land use in the area through which the project would be constructed is comprised of industrial/commercial parks.  The Suwanee Creek Trail Extension would be constructed along the toe of a heavily graded slope in the eastern edges of three properties located in the industrial/commercial business park located on Burnette Park Drive (Figure 2).  Approximately 0.07 acre of right-of-way would be acquired from the northeastern most of these properties, an area that is currently under development.  Because the project would be located along the toe of a previously-graded slope, in an area that does not support the business activities of this industrial/commercial park, the businesses located in this area should not be affected.

The Swiftwater Business Park is located southwest of Burnette Park Drive, on Swiftwater Park Drive (Figure 2).  The Suwanee Creek Trail Extension would be constructed through the eastern portion of two industrial/commercial properties located in the Swiftwater Business Park.  While most of the project would be constructed within the existing sewer line easement, a total of approximately 0.38 acre of additional right-of-way would be acquired from these two properties.  The project should not adversely impact either of these businesses, as it would be constructed in undeveloped areas that do not support the current operations of these businesses.  Southwest of the Swiftwater Business Park, the existing land is occupied by undeveloped wetland and wooded areas.  

Because the construction of Phase I and Phase II of the Suwanee Creek Trail Extension would not introduce motor vehicles to the project area, significant changes in land use are not expected to occur.  The City of Suwanee would purchase a total of approximately 20 feet of right-of-way width with an additional 5 feet of construction easement width for the project, or approximately 12.5 feet on either side of the centerline for the entire 2.2-mile length of the proposed multi-use trail.  A total of approximately 6.98 acres of land along Suwanee Creek would be acquired for the project, including approximately 1.93 acres contained within the existing sewer line easement.  Right-of-way would not be purchased from the trail to the centerline of Suwanee Creek with this project.  However, the proposed trail alignment is being designed in close longitudinal proximity to Suwanee Creek to discourage development between the project area and Suwanee Creek.  Therefore, the project should serve to enhance the viability of the area by providing additional recreational opportunities to both public and private entities located along the project corridor, while serving to discourage changes in land use along Suwanee Creek.

2.  Community Cohesion

Construction of Phase I and Phase II of the Suwanee Creek Trail Extension would not isolate any existing residential, industrial, or commercial developments in the project area.  The project would, however, connect the existing Richard Trice Trail and McGinnis Ferry Multi-Use Trail, thereby enhancing their recreational viability (Figure 2).  Combined with the existing Richard Trice Trail and McGinnis Ferry Multi-Use Trail, the project would also serve to link important community facilities, including George Pierce Park, Suwanee Elementary School, Suwanee Creek Park, and Annandale Village, together in a beneficial (positive) manner that would serve to strengthen community cohesion.  The project would also provide new recreational benefits to workers and residents within the project area.  The Suwanee Creek Trail Extension would, therefore, produce a beneficial impact on community cohesion by linking together previously isolated community resources and providing additional recreational benefits to members of the community without isolating components of the community. 

4.   Churches and Institutions

There are no churches or other public institutions, such as public schools, currently located in the project area.  Approximately 1.46 acres of right-of-way would, however, be required from Annandale Village, a private residential institution for the developmentally disabled (Figure 2).  The portion of property through which the proposed trail would be constructed consists of undeveloped woodland areas and does not currently support the business operations of the institution.  Construction of the trail would link Annandale Village with other community resources and would provide additional recreational benefits for the residents and workers at the facility.

6. Controversy Potential

Controversy potential for the proposed Suwanee Creek Trail Extension project should be low, as the project would not result in adverse impacts to the project area.  No community disruption would occur as a result of the project, as the Suwanee Creek Trail Extension would be constructed in undeveloped areas and along an existing sewer line easement.  No residential, commercial, or industrial areas would be isolated by the project.  While the eastern half of Phase I of the project would be constructed between two areas of residential development (Figure 2), no pedestrian or non-motorized traffic would be brought through these residential areas.  Suwanee Creek would buffer the residential property to the north of the proposed multi-use trail from pedestrian traffic.  The residential development to the south of the trail would be buffered by Jurisdictional Wetland W/L 1 and undeveloped woodland area.  Both residential properties, however, would have access to the Suwanee Creek trail via Martin Farm Park. 
The project would provide beneficial effects to the community by connecting the existing Richard Trice Trail and McGinnis Ferry Multi-Use Trailway.  In combination with these two existing trails in the project area, the Suwanee Creek Trail Extension project would connect multiple existing community facilities and provide additional recreational benefits to the residents of the community.

7.  Economic

Following construction of the Suwanee Creek Trail Extension project, community resources would be better connected for pedestrian and non-motorized transportation.  Additional recreational opportunities would also be provided to the community from the project’s multi-use trail.  Some area businesses, such as the Suwanee Sports Academy, would benefit from the additional pedestrian access and recreational opportunities that the project would provide, as additional recreational activity would provide additional business opportunity.  By increasing recreation opportunity along Suwanee Creek, the tax base from business sales in Suwanee and Gwinnett County could increase.

A total of approximately 2.18 acres of additional right-of-way would be required from businesses in the project area to construct both phases of the project.  However, this required right-of-way would represent less than 1% of the existing business properties in the project area and would not disrupt the operation of these area businesses.  Therefore, there should be no appreciable loss from the tax base of Gwinnett County or the City of Suwanee.  Sales volumes for some area businesses may temporarily drop during the actual construction of the project in response to construction activities and the operation of construction equipment and vehicles; however, this interruption would be temporary and minimal.  

B. CULTURAL ENVIRONMENT

1. Section 4(f)

Section 4(f) of the Department of Transportation Act of 1966 is applicable to a project when implementation of the project would result in the temporary and/or permanent use or constructive use of publicly-owned land that is detrimental to the function of the resource, specifically publicly‑owned recreation land, parkland, wildlife/waterfowl refuges, and public and private historic sites.  Construction of the project would require construction within an approximately 0.32-acre area of Martin Farm Park, a publicly owned recreation land located on Martin Farm Road.  The proposed project would construct an 8-foot-wide paved multi-use trail and a six‑foot‑wide eighteen-inch-tall boardwalk on a portion of its land (Figure 2).  However, this use of land would enhance Martin Farm Park by providing an additional multi-use trail that would connect the existing Richard Trice Trail with the McGinnis Ferry Multi-Use Trailway.  By connecting with the existing Richard Trice Trail, the project would extend the recreational facility through Martin Farm Park and thereby provide additional recreational opportunities that do not currently exist.  With the provision of new recreational opportunities in Martin Farm Park and the enhancement of the existing Richard Trice Trail, the project would serve to enhance the viability of Martin Farm Park as a publicly owned park.  Please refer to the City of Suwanee’s letter in support of the proposed project in Attachment B.

No other publicly-owned land is located within the project corridor.  Because the project would provide beneficial (positive), not detrimental, impacts to Martin Farm Park, and would not affect any other publicly-owned land in the project area, Section 4(f) would not apply to the proposed Suwanee Creek Trail Extension.

C. NATURAL  ENVIRONMENT

1.  Wetlands/Only Practicable Alternative Finding

The proposed project corridor for the Suwanee Creek Trail Extension has been surveyed with respect to jurisdictional wetland involvement as required by the provisions of Executive Order 11990 and subsequent federal regulations.  Field studies identified the presence of 4 jurisdictional wetlands within the study area (Figure 2).  These wetland sites display the characteristics required for wetland definition as given in the 1987 Corps of Engineers Wetland 

Delineation Manual:



1) Prevalence of hydrophytic vegetation



2) Hydric soils



3) Permanent or periodic inundation or saturation

The jurisdictional wetlands were classified as palustrine emergent, palustrine forested, and palustrine scrub-shrub.  Table 1 provides a summary of the classifications of the wetland systems occurring within the project area.

Table 1

Summary of Wetland Classifications 

Suwanee Creek Trail Extension Phases I and II

	System
	Class
	Subclass
	Hydrologic

Regime
	Wetland

Drainage

Association
	Dominant

Plant

Species

	Jurisdictional Wetland 1 (W/L 1 in Ecology Report)

	Palustrine
	Emergent/

Forested
	Persistent/

broad-leaved deciduous 
	Saturated
	Suwanee Creek
	Juncus effusus, Salix nigra, Typha latifolia, Betula nigra, Carex triangularis, Ludwigia alternifolia, Ligustrum sinese, Alnus serrulata, Polygonum sagittatum, Liriodendron tulipifera, Scirpus cyperinus, Pinus taeda, Lonicera japonica, Fagus grandifolia

	Jurisdictional Wetland 2 (W/L 4 in Ecology Report)

	Palustrine
	Emergent/

Scrub-Shrub
	Persistent/

Broad-Leaved Deciduous 
	Temporarily 

Flooded
	Suwanee Creek
	Liquidambar styraciflua, Betula nigra, Ligustrum sinense, Acer negundo, Juncus effusus, Scirpus cyperinus, Solidago sp.

	Jurisdictional Wetland 3 (W/L 5 in Ecology Report)

	Palustrine
	Emergent/

Forested/

Scrub-Shrub
	Broad-Leaved

Deciduous
	Semi-

Permanently

Flooded
	Suwanee Creek
	Ligustrum sinense, Betula nigra, Liquidambar styraciflua, Juncus effusus, Liriodendron tulipifera, Acer rubrum, Asplenium platyneuron, Quercus nigra, 

	Jurisdictional Wetland 4 (W/L 6 in Ecology Report)

	Palustrine
	Forested
	Broad-Leaved

Deciduous
	Seasonally

Flooded
	Unnamed Tributary to Suwanee Creek
	Betula nigra, Salix nigra, Acer rubrum, Liquidambar styraciflua, Lonicera japonica, Pinus taeda, Ligustrum sinense

	Source: Ecology Report –Suwanee Creek Trail Extension Phases I and II. Jordan, Jones & Goulding, Inc., March 2000.


Construction of the Suwanee Greenway Trail would have minimal impacts to jurisdictional areas along the project corridor. The maximum acreage of potential wetland impact on this project, including the total required right-of-way and construction easements, is 0.38 acres.  Most wetland areas would be crossed with a six-foot-wide by eighteen-inch-high boardwalk instead of a hard surface trail to avoid potential impacts.  

Impacts to jurisdictional wetlands could not be avoided by shifting the alignment of the trail because the project corridor is bounded on one side by Suwanee Creek and on the other side by private residences and industrial/commercial establishments.  Shifting the alignment closer to Suwanee Creek would result in a greater encroachment onto the 25-foot state-waters buffer.  To minimize the amount of clearing required, the alignment would follow an existing sewer easement through Jurisdictional Wetlands 1, 2, and 3.  Impacts to Jurisdictional Wetland 4 could be avoided by shifting the alignment to the north; however, this shift would result in a considerable increase in construction costs because of the proximity and steepness of the slope to the north.  There would also be the potential for soil erosion to occur during construction activities, having more effect on this wetland if the trail were shifted.  Additionally, the trail is being constructed through Jurisdictional Wetland 4 along the path of an existing 2-track dirt road.  If a shift in the alignment were made off of this existing dirt road, additional clearing of vegetation would be required.  By following this existing alignment, impacts to this wetland are minimized.

Standard construction erosion and hydrological control devices would further minimize impacts to wetland areas.  These measures include:

· Preservation of trailside vegetation beyond limits of construction where possible;

· Early re-vegetation of disturbed areas to hold soil movement to a minimum;

· The use of temporary down drains, detention/retention structures, and surface drains designed as needed so that discharge would occur in locations and in such a manner that surface and subsurface water quality would be unaffected (the outlets may require aprons, bank protection, silt basins and energy dissipaters);

· Inclusion of construction features for the control of predicted erosion and water pollution in the plans, specifications and contract pay items [Georgia Standard Specifications - 1993 Section 161 through Section 715 identify the pollution control measures which may be used];

· The dumping of chemicals, fuels, lubricants, bitumen, raw sewage, or other harmful waste into or alongside of streams or impounds, or into natural or manmade channels leading thereto, would be prohibited.

Based on the above considerations, it has been determined that there is no practicable alternative to the proposed construction in wetlands and that the proposed action includes all practicable measures to minimize harm to wetlands which may result from such use.  A copy of the Ecology Report is included in Attachment C.

2.  Water Quality

The proposed enhancement project would have a minimal impact on water quality in the project area.  Suwanee Creek is located in Water Quality Management Unit 1206 (WQMU 1206) of the Suwanee Creek Basin.  The Georgia Department of Natural Resources classifies streams in the project vicinity as “Fishing/Swimming”. 

Three jurisdictional waters were identified along the project corridor.  Jurisdictional Water 1, Suwanee Creek, would not be directly impacted through construction activities.  However, the Suwanee Creek Trail Extension project would encroach upon the 25-foot vegetated buffer of this water.  Jurisdictional Water 2, a small drainage associated with the outfall of Berry Lake and a tributary of Suwanee Creek, would be crossed with a concrete-arch box culvert.  Jurisdictional Water 3, a small tributary of Suwanee Creek located approximately 650 feet east of Buford Highway, would also be crossed with a concrete-arch box culvert.  Table 2 provides a summary of the jurisdictional waters occurring within the project area.  A copy of the Ecology Report is included in Attachment C.

Table 2

Summary of Waters of the United States Classifications

Suwanee Creek Trail Extension Phases I and II

	Jurisdictional

Water
	System
	Subsystem
	Class
	Subclass
	Wetland

Drainage

Association

	1 (W/U.S. 2)
	Riverine
	Lower Perennial
	Unconsolidated Bottom
	Sand and Mud
	Suwanee Creek

	2 (W/U.S. 3)
	Riverine
	Lower Perrenial
	Unconsolidated Bottom
	Sand and Cobble-Gravel
	Unnamed outfall of Berry Lake

	3 (W/U.S. 7)
	Riverine
	Intermittent
	Streambed
	Sand  and Cobble-

Gravel
	Unnamed tributary of Suwanee Creek

	Source: Ecology Report – Suwanee Creek Trail Extension Phases I and II. Jordan, Jones & Goulding, Inc., February 2000.


Provisions in the construction contract would require the contractor to exercise every reasonable precaution during construction to prevent the pollution of these three jurisdictional waters in the project vicinity.  Where possible, early revegetation of disturbed areas would be accomplished to hold soil movement to a minimum.  Dumping of chemicals, fuels, lubricants, bitumen, raw sewage, or other harmful wastes into or alongside of streams or impoundments, or natural or manmade channels leading thereto, would be prohibited.

The DeKalb County raw water intake is located approximately 10.7 miles downstream of the project, at the Holcomb Bridge Road crossing of the Chattahoochee River.  The distance downstream from the project would make any impacts from the proposed Suwanee Creek Trail Extension highly unlikely.  To best minimize the potential of adverse effects to this drinking water intake from the project, stringent sedimentation control measures, as identified above, would be enforced.

Additional contract provisions would require the use of temporary erosion control measures as shown on the construction plans or as deemed necessary during construction.  These temporary measures may include the use of berms, dikes, dams, sediment basins, fiber mats, netting, gravel, mulches, grasses, slope drains, and other erosion control devices or methods, as applicable.  These provisions are coordinated with the permanent erosion control features to assure economical, effective, and continuous erosion control throughout the construction and post‑construction periods and are in accordance with the Federal-Aid Policy Guide, Part 650, Subpart B.

5.  Endangered/Threatened Species

An office review of federal, state, and privately published resources was performed prior to field studies.  Those resources include the federal "Redbook" — Region 4 (United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 1992); the USFWS county database (updated April 1999); Protected Plants of Georgia (Patrick et al., 1995); Georgia's Protected Wildlife (Odum et al., 1977); and various county and state lists developed for previous projects in the Gwinnett County area.

The office review indicated that 5 federally-protected species and 4 federal species of concern, in addition to 5 state-listed species, are known from Gwinnett County.  Of these, 10 are floral and 4 are faunal.  Those species are the bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus), bay star-vine (Schisandra glabra), piedmont barren strawberry (Waldsteinia lobata), red-cockaded woodpecker (Picoides borealis), little amphianthus (Amphianthus pusillus), black-spored quillwort (Isoetes melanospora), Michaux's sumac (Rhus michauxii), blue-stripe shiner (Cyprinella callitaenia), northern pine snake (Pituophis m. melanoleucus), Alexander rock aster (Aster avitus), small-head pipewort (Eriocaulon kornickianum), golden seal (Hydrastis canadensis), granite rock stonecrop (Sedum pusillum), and Wood's false hellebore (Veratrum woodii).  Please refer to Table 3 for a summary of federal-listed species of possible occurrence in Gwinnett County.  The appropriate state designation for each species is also included in Table 3.

 
Table 3


Federal- and State-Listed Species Known to Occur in Gwinnett County

	Scientific Name
	Vernacular Name
	Federal-

Protected 

Status
	State-

Protected 

Status
	Preferred Habitat

	Faunal Species
	
	
	
	

	Haliaeetus leucocephalus
	bald eagle
	T
	E
	lakes; rivers; nests in dominant trees overlooking foraging

	Cyprinella callitaenia
	bluestripe shiner
	SC
	T
	sandy/gravelly substrate of the Apalachicola river system

	Pituophis m. melanoleucus
	northern pine snake
	SC
	none
	burrows; cavities; and other areas in sandy forested areas with mixed forests

	Picoides borealis
	red-cockaded woodpecker
	E
	E
	mature pine forests with poorly developed understory

	Floral Species
	
	
	

	Schisandra glabra
	bay star-vine
	none
	T
	twining in rich alluvial woods; lower slopes near streams

	Isoetes melanospora
	black-spored quillwort
	E
	E
	shallow, vernal pools on granitic outcrops 

	Amphianthus pusillus
	little amphianthus
	T
	T
	shallow, vernal pools on granitic outcrops

	Rhus michauxii
	Michaux's sumac
	E
	E
	open, rocky woods

	Aster avitus
	Alexander rock aster
	SC
	none
	rock outcrops

	Waldensteinia lobata
	Piedmont barren strawberry
	none
	T
	rocky, acidic woods along streams with mountain laurel

	Eriocaulon kornickianum
	small-headed pipewort
	SC
	none
	granite outcrops and upland-sandhill-acid seeps

	Sedum pusillum
	granite rock stonecrop
	none
	T
	granite outcrops among mosses and lichens in partial shade under red cedar trees


Table 3


Federal- and State-Listed Species Known to Occur in Gwinnett County – (continued)

	Scientific Name
	Vernacular Name
	Federal-

Protected 

Status
	State-

Protected 

Status
	Preferred Habitat

	Veratrum woodii
	Wood's false hellebore
	none
	R
	moist hardwood-dominated woods, usually in small clumps on terraces along streams

	Hydrastis canadensis
	golden seal 
	none
	E
	rich woods and cove forests in the mountains

	E
= endangered

T
= threatened

R
= rare

SC
= species of concern


Bald Eagle — Bald eagles are large birds of prey whose preferred habitat consists of rivers and lakes.  In this habitat, eagles prey primarily on waterfowl and a variety of fish species.  The bald eagle currently is listed as a threatened species.  No suitable foraging or nesting habitat for the bald eagle was observed on or in the immediate vicinity of the study area.

Red-cockaded Woodpecker — The red-cockaded woodpecker has a range that historically covered the southeast.  Populations of the bird now are fragmented throughout its former range.  Red-cockaded woodpeckers primarily use live pine trees to excavate a cavity.  These birds live in clans of two to five individuals and require a large area of habitat for nesting cavities, roost holes, and foraging.  Specific habitat requirements are approximately 125 acres of contiguous pine with little to no developed understory.  Foraging habitat should have pine and hardwood trees greater than 30 years of growth.  Their nesting habitat should have pines greater than 60 years of growth that are infected with red-hearts fungus (Phellonius pini).  No suitable habitat occurs within or adjacent to the project site; therefore, the project would not impact the red‑cockaded woodpecker.

Black-spored Quillwort — This plant is small, generally less than 3.0 inches tall.  The narrow, quill-like leaves that arise in a spiral fashion from a bulbous base characterize this species.  A cross-section of leaves shows longitudinal air chambers.  Roots are evenly branched.  The black‑spored quillwort is found only in the shallow, vernal pools of granitic outcrops.  This species was first collected from DeKalb County, Georgia, in 1869, and was historically known from 14 Georgia counties; however, it is currently found only in 9 counties with loss of populations attributed to mining of granite outcrops.  No granitic outcrops occur within the project site; therefore, the project would not impact the black-spored quillwort. 

Little Amphianthus — This small plant is found only in the shallow, vernal depressions on granitic outcrops.  It has two types of leaves; paired floating leaves and lance-shaped submerged leaves.  The white to pale violet flowers can be found among both the emergent and submergent leaves from March through April. The plant fruits from April through May.  After the fruiting period, the plants rapidly disintegrate.  Losses of populations are attributed to the mining of granitic outcrops.  No granitic outcrops occur within the project site; therefore, the project would not impact little amphianthus.

Michaux's Sumac — This plant is a low shrub, generally 2.0 feet tall.  The distinguishing characteristics of this plant are the densely pubescent twigs and the serrate leaves.  The shrub also tends to form dense colonies.  Flowers are in a terminal panicle from June to August.  The plant fruits from August to October.  Losses of populations are attributed to increased fire suppression and habitat loss.  Although potential habitat for Michaux’s sumac was observed, no individuals were sited during field investigations.

No threatened or endangered species were observed during field studies on the Suwanee Creek Trail Extension.  Although potential habitats were observed for one federally-protected species (Michaux's sumac), one federal species of concern (blue-stripe shiner), and two state-protected species (bay star-vine and Wood's false hellebore), no impacts to potential habitats would occur as a result of the construction of the trail.  

Based on existing data, the only fish species that could occur within the project area is the bluestripe shiner (Cyprinella callitaenia).  Currently this species is listed as a Species of Management Concern and does not receive protection under the Endangered Species Act.   None of the drainages that would be crossed by the project provide habitat for this species.  Moderate potential habitat is available for this species within Suwanee Creek; however, the project should not have a direct or indirect impact on Suwanee Creek.  No protected mussel species are known from this portion of Gwinnett County.  Because no habitat for aquatic species would be impacted as a result of the project, aquatic sampling was not conducted for this project.  A copy of the Ecology Report is included in Attachment C.

6. Floodplains

The project would have a minimal effect on the existing 100-year floodplain and associated regulatory floodway for Suwanee Creek.  The relevant Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs), titled “Gwinnett County, Georgia (Unincorporated Areas)” (panel 130322 0065) and “City of Suwanee, Georgia: Gwinnett County” (panel 130328 0002A), created as part of the National Flood Insurance Program, indicate that portions of the project would occur in regulatory floodway areas and the 100-year floodplain of Suwanee Creek (Zone A5) (Figure 3).

The project is designed to be overtopped by floodwaters and would produce no rise in floodwater elevations.  Procedures for coordinating floodplain encroachment with the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) have been followed.   A copy of the early coordination letter with relevant resource agencies, such as FEMA, is included in Attachment D.  A copy of the FEMA comments and the response regarding the no-rise certification is also included in Attachment D.

Figure 3 – Flood Insurance Rate Map

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

1. Noise

The project would result in a temporary increase in noise during its construction phase from the operation of construction-related machinery and activities.  However, the project would not add motorized-vehicle capacity to the project area, as the project proposes the construction of a multi-use pedestrian trail.  No increase in traffic noise over the no-build condition is anticipated.  Additionally, the City of Suwanee intends to promote and facilitate the use of non-vehicular transportation in the project area with the construction of the Suwanee Creek Trail Extension.  This initiative could foster reduced traffic congestion and the subsequent potential for a minor reduction in traffic-related noise levels during the project’s life.
4.  Construction/Utilities

Construction of the proposed project could create unavoidable temporary inconveniences to motorists at its termini on Martin Farm Road, McGinnis Ferry Road, and Buford Highway, but construction activities would be conducted in a manner that would minimize conflict with traffic. The safety and convenience of the public and residents of the area would be provided for at all times.  All other required construction functions would be accomplished in a timely and orderly fashion to keep disruptions minimal and to avoid compromising safety.

5. USTs

A survey for sites that may contain hazardous materials, including soil and/or water contaminated by underground storage tanks (USTs)/leaking underground storage tanks (LUSTs) was conducted for this project.  Two USTs were identified within 0.2-mile north of the project.  The first UST is located on Burnette Road north of the project area for Phase II.  The second UST is located on Swiftwater Park Drive north of the project area for Phase II.  Neither of these facilities presents a significant concern to the project because both UST sites are located at a cross gradient to the project area, effectively restraining the potential flow of contaminants into the soil of the project area.  Implementation of the proposed project would not preclude any necessary site remediation, if the need arises.

6. Hazardous Waste Sites

A survey for sites that may contain hazardous materials, including soil and/or water contaminated by leaking USTs, has been conducted for this project.  No hazardous waste sites were found.
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