Glascock County

Streetscape (Part I) and Welcome Center (Part II),

P.I. 0002320, Project No. STP-0002-00(320)

Categorical Exclusion, 2.
Attachment A:  Project Description

This TE project will provide a pedestrian-oriented transportation corridor leading from the Peebles House (to be rehabbed as a Welcome Center), throughout the city of Gibson, and leading to the largest community landmark, the Glascock County Courthouse.  The project length is .25 miles.  The project includes rehabilitation of the historic Peebles House and for the streetscape, replacement of one sidewalk (east side of SR 171) with new sidewalk, brick pavers, and three painted crosswalks.  Two interpretive plaques will be designed and ordered.  Landscaping will be done throughout the pedestrian walk and on the Courthouse lawn with benches and trash receptacles.

Part I of the TE project will provide an enhanced pedestrian route along SR 171 and SR 102, promoting the historic tourist sites with an improved transportation corridor. The pedestrian can park their car in downtown Gibson and walk. Beginning at the northern termini of the intersection at SR 171 and Walker Street, travel south walking along the proposed newly reconstructed sidewalk past the historic Peebles House, proposed to become the county’s welcome center. An interpretive sign will be placed here. Proposed landscaping will use indigenous trees and plants.  Follow the sidewalk south past historic town buildings enjoying the life of the rural small town.  The first crosswalk will permit the pedestrian to travel safely across SR171 to the former Courthouse Square.

 The pedestrian corridor now leads the traveler along a landscaped route south and then north around the perimeter of the former Courthouse Square, where a second interpretive plaque will be placed. Still called by that name, the original 1800 Courthouse was rolled on logs in 1918 down the street and is used today as a residence.  A garden-like atmosphere is proposed to enhance the route.  

In order to understand the town’s history and proposed pedestrian-friendly environment, the traveler now has a choice. If the pedestrian chooses to see the residential historic district, then the pedestrian can travel west to visit the original courthouse and other significant homes, such as the Carpenter Gothic 1860s home of Dr. Kelly, complete with an intact livery stable and smoke house.  Just as in any neighborhood, private homes are community landmarks viewed from the sidewalks by pedestrians.

If the pedestrian chooses to turn east, this corridor leads along SR 102 (Main Street) to the 1920 well house.  Before the town had a modern water system, this 1920s well house protected the town’s water source. It is unusual for this area with the stone construction.

The pedestrian continues by returning to the intersection of SR171 and SR102, the heart of downtown Gibson.  It is proposed that the pedestrian will find a second crosswalk east-west to make crossing safer and more tourism oriented leading east.   

If one chooses to visit downtown, then at the intersection of SR171 and SR102, go east leading one past the historic storefronts of downtown Gibson, past the police, city hall, various stores, and ending with the 1918 Courthouse and Square as the eastern termini. A third crosswalk north-south across SR 102 will make crossing safer for the pedestrian.  Proposed landscaping around the courthouse and amenities such park benches and trash receptacles will provide an enhanced downtown with a safe and pleasant environment.

Part II of the TE proposal is to complete major rehabilitation/restoration work on the 1890 Victorian-style Peebles House for use as a Welcome Center for Glascock County.  In 1999, Glascock County formed a Chamber of Commerce and this service would be placed in the Peebles House to enhance the pedestrian and motoring travelers. Information on Glascock County and a pedestrian and driving tour will be provided.

All construction will conform to the regulations of the ADA and to the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Rehabilitation of historic buildings.

The proposed interior work for the historic 1890 Peebles House to be used as a Welcome Center will include:  installing new mechanical HVAC, replacing and installing new plumbing, replacing and installing electrical and lighting, installing a chair lift between the stairs (U-shaped stairs), replacing and installing an ADA compliant bathroom on the first floor, repairing plaster where possible and installing sheetrock where plaster is deteriorated beyond repair, refinishing floors and trim, repairing entrances and windows, repairing the stairway balustrade, insulating the attic with R30 bat insulation and the crawl space with R19 bat insulation, repairing the fireplaces to non-operating status, replacing all fireplace mantels since they are missing, scraping and priming tongue and groove ceilings, and painting throughout the building.

The proposed exterior work for the historic 1890 Peebles House includes:  repairing soffitts, pressure washing, painting, and constructing a handicap accessible ramp on the east side of the building.

Construction Schedule:  4 weeks for public information meetings with design committee; 4 weeks for concept report; 4 weeks for final schematic plan with 2 weeks for DOT review; 8 weeks to prepare final construction documents with 2 weeks for DOT review; 4 weeks for bid advertisement  and pre-bid meeting; 6 weeks for bid opening, bid award, and pre-construction conference; 180 days to rehab Peebles House; simultaneously, 180 days to reconstruct sidewalks and provide landscaping.

