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Georgia DOT’s Celebrates 
Safe Routes to School 
Program on International 
Walk to School Day 
$16 million for Safe Routes to School Program to encourage 
students to “walk and roll” to school 
 
ATLANTA –Georgia DOT Commissioner Harold Linnenkohl greeted 
students and parents at Morris Brandon Elementary this morning as 
hundreds of students walked or biked to school to celebrate International 
Walk to School Day.  Commissioner Linnenkohl encouraged communities 
to “Get involved” to help kids safely walk and bike through their 
neighborhoods and by joining the global “walk to school” movement. 
 
“I am very proud of all the Georgia students and parents who have walked 
to school today!  It is amazing what communities working together can 
achieve.  You have all done your part to ease traffic congestion and 
engage in a healthy activity.  Thank you!” said Commissioner Linnenkohl 
as he announced $16 million given by the federal government for 
Georgia’s Safe Routes to School (SRTS) program to encourage students to 
“walk or roll” to school. 
 
Today, fewer than 15 percent of all school trips are made by walking or 
bicycling, one-quarter are made on a school bus, and over half of all 
children arrive at school in private automobiles.  The decline in walking 
and bicycling has had an adverse effect on traffic congestion and air 
quality around schools, as well as pedestrian and bicycle safety.  In 
addition, a growing body of evidence has shown that children who lead 
sedentary lifestyles are at risk for a variety of health problems such as 
obesity, diabetes, and cardiovascular disease. 
 
Safety issues are a big concern for parents who consistently cite traffic 
danger as a reason why their children are unable to bicycle or walk to 
school.   In addition, up to twenty-five percent of traffic congestion is 
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caused by parents dropping their kids off at school.  The purpose of the Safe Routes to School 
Program is to address these issues head on.  The Safe Routes to School program empowers 
communities to make walking and bicycling to school a safe and routine activity once again. 
 
The Georgia DOT Safe Routes to School Program is creating a “resource center” that will assist 
K‐ 8 grade schools with funding infrastructure projects such as fully accessible crosswalks, 
walkways, trails and bikeways and traffic calming devices.  The program also includes 
educational programs that teach children important lifelong bicycling and walking safety skills 
and sponsoring activities to promote walking and bicycling.  Details will be posted online at 
www.dot.state.ga.us/srts. 
 
The Georgia Department of Transportation is committed to providing a safe, seamless and 
sustainable transportation system that supports Georgia’s economy and is sensitive to both its 
citizens and its environment.  For general information on the Georgia DOT, please visit our 
website (www.dot.state.ga.us). 
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