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GENERAL OGLETHORPE

ames Edward Oglethorpe was born in England near the end of
the 17th Century (actual date obscure), of wealthy and titled

arents, and was educated at Eton and Corpus Chnisti College
(Oxford University).

He was elected to Parliament, where he served a wotal of 32
vears (most of which were after he returned home from Georgia)
He early evinced a concern for the suffering of the poor and
1‘rp{)l’t‘ﬁ§¢‘d : -

Vhen King George 11 issued Georgia’s charter on June 9, 1732,
Parliament gramct% 10,000 pounds sterling and Oglethorpe
himself contnbuted a considerable amount to his dream

Five months later a group of some 120 colonists set sail from
England with Oglethorpe as the Executor—the only one of the
original 21 Trustees 1o make the voyage.

The band landed at Charles Town, S. C. after a voyage of over
eight weeks A small party then sailed down the coast to the
Savannah River, which they ascended in small boats until they
reached a high bluff near the Indian village of Yamacraw (part of
the Creek nation). Their Chief, Tomochichi, made a treaty with
Oglethorpe, granting certain land for the Colony. The two
leaders became life-long friends.

February 12, 1733, is the founding date of Savannah, (thus
establishing the thirteenth American Eukln\'). and within a ycar
the town had four squares laid out, two on Bull Street and two on

Barnard. Nearly a hundred small buildingi: including a Public
| Store, Public Mill, Court House, Tabernacle, Parsonage, House
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o L?.,‘,M, Highgate, Abercorn, Joseph's Town and Thunderbolt—all re-
‘B Blaile ¥ ceivec hvlr from Oglethorpe in their original layouts. Only
| Darien and Thunderbolt exist as towns today.

i e : P } L ) d I N - 2 g Colonial relations began to suffer under the increasingly

! 2 | ‘ ‘ P | J . R restrictive tax and trade acts. More exports of raw materials were

. = i e 7 " ! g | demanded while more and more English manufactured goods

- ' ‘ 4 ) | | i L i ; | were forced on the colonies. George 11 relinquished the throne to

ek - J | ¥ e ] . | his grandson, George 111 in 1760. After his accession, George 111

I Y A ] ‘ | . X " ’ relied on several ministers before establishing Lord North as his

: . o g e | advisor. The policies of Lord North were tyrannical and did more

A - | X I C O L = == - to inspire revolution than to quell the ever-increasing tide of
R | \ = G U L. F 0 F | unrest.

i

for Strangers, Fort, Guard House, Well, Palisades and Crane had
been completed.

It was 1851 before the original twenty-fourth square was
completed. Almost two hundred and fifty years later the town as
originally laid out still exasts, with but few exceptions

e genius of Oglethorpe’s plan lay in serving two purposes—
serving as a military outpost, an_d andmg a method of
expansion for growth in orderly units. Many theories exist as to
his original ins[)irnli{)n—;mmng them is a “Plan of the Old and
New City of Peking ye Metropolis of China”, a print of which was
contained in John (:umplx'll'.\ edition of “Voyages and Travels”.

New Ebenezer, Frederica, Darien; the hamlets of Hamestead,

The Colonists resented the lack of military protection from the
Crown and the “Sons of Liberty” began to organize and grow.

On January 18, 1776 Governor Wright was arrested and the
Revolutionists an forming their own government. The Britsh
Forces captured Sunbury in 1778 and another British Force ook
Savannah. By 1779 they seized Augusta, forcing the rebels into
the back country. The British shortly evacuated Augusta,
recaptured it in 1780, only to be driven out again in 1781.

TE{' Georgia Assembly reestablished State government in
Augusta unul 1782, when the British evacuated Savannah, and
Georgia at last was a free and sovereign State.
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-Georgia Wietorical Society

Savannah, Georgia, July 14, 1774.

The critical situation to which the British Colonies in
America are likely to be reduced, from the alarming and
arbitrary impositions of the late Acts of the British Parlia-

GEORGIA
1777—1784 X
,;J:}::}wn{.i.

During the Revolutiol ; period the State was composed of eight counti s

it Gt Lierty, Chaniin Eifinghial; Dashe, Ricusend snd ment, respecting the town of Bo’ton) as well as the Acts

Wilkes). Af he Briush surrender (17 d af he Treaty of Paris i -

l?BSnzh:cl:t:r:ucs or:ul":lanklip and (\:ua{::\:n}lno: v::rret addc:]al;omc n? thle] that at- pl‘esent extend tO the l‘alSlng Of a P.erpetual reve-

:!i::lvul"rlds are shown here. Not all of the places shown on map existed at nue’ WlthOUf the consent Of lhe pGOPIE or the“. Representa- 3

tives, is considered as'an object extremely important at this
critical juncture, and particularly calculated to deprive the
b, W American subjects of their constitutional rights and liber-
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R O f:-‘.:'! o N - sued as may then appear to be most eligible.
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ANNOUNCEMENT OF MEETING AT TONDEE'S TAVERN ~Gooryla Archises PLAN OF THE FRENCH AND AMERICAN SIEGE OF SAVANNAH, 1779

The Trustees of the Colony of Georgia first used this seal in 1732. The obverse design presents two Fraudulent use of the original seal necessitated the design of 2 new seal and in 1733 another was When the Trustees in 1752 relinquished the charter of the Colony to the Crown (as specified in the
figures resting upon urns from which flowed waters ing the Akamaha and Savannah created and the original broken. The new seal was almost identical with the old, the changes being charter), the Lords Commissioners of Trade and Commerce decided a more representative form of
Rivers, bounding the colony. Behind them is the Spirit of the y “a cap ol hiberty upon her more panoramic in style, with more detail. On the opposite the chrysalis was removed and the shape overnment be established, as in other colonies. The Colony became “the Royal Province of Georgia.”
head, a spear representing protection in one hand and a cormucopia representing plenty and of the mulberry leaf altered. This seal remained in use until June, 1752—the final meeting of the %btWlwﬂfda(‘mﬂ'mAminfknﬂnﬂ’lcalmﬂ‘whlkthrptopkrkﬂedl‘rmm

ity in the other.” The reverse side was a silk worm, chrysalis and cocoon on a mulberry leaf, Trustees. The Colony of the Trustees ceased 1o exist and this seal was ordered defaced. House.” The obverse side depicts the Spirit of the Province offering a skein of silk 1o the King. The

and inscribed “Non Sibi Sed Aliis"—not for ourselves but for others. coat of arms of George 1 appears on the reverse face

In 1776 the Royal Province announced its independence and sovereignty through the Declaration of When Georgia seceded from the Union in 1861 After the war ended this scal was restored and When the Constitution of the United States was formed, Georgia's 1777 Constitution contained some
Independence. A convention was called in Savannah to form a constution. In 1777 it was the current Great Seal was used on the Ordi- used until Governor Jenkins refused to pay the conflicts. Another constitutional convention was called and finally, in 1799, 2 new Consiitution and
completed, and 2 new Great Seal was adopted. It was said 10 be designed by Bution Gwinnett, one of mance of Secession. The Georgia Convention expenses of a Carpethagger convention and the Great Seal were adopted. This Great Seal, except for periods around the War Between the States, has
the signers of the Declaration of Independence. A scroll with the words “The Constitution of The "’:w'mdmmmdwm Great Seal was hidden. The Carpetbaggens remained in use to this date. In 1914 the Georgia Legislature changed the date from 1799 10 1776 10
Suate of Georgia™ and motto “Pro Bono Publico™ formed one side. The other presented a mansion the war. A reproduction of this seal is now used uced the seal but through error the conform with the State’s birth and that of the United States.

above a river with fields and pastures, and a ship under full sail by Georgia's Secretary of State. ier’s sword was in the wrong hand. In 1872

the genuine seal was restored.

The Georgia Department

6 . of Transportation grate-
fully acknowledges the
cooperation of the Office

1m of the Secretary of State

\ ' for historic documents

and historic data.



