Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties
Multi-Modal Transportation Study




Public Involvement Report Technical Memorandum

1.0
2.0
3.0
4.0
5.0
5.1
5.2
53
54
55
5.6

August 2008
TABLE OF CONTENTS

] (oo [ Tox 1o o I PRSP 1
Public INVOIVEMENT PrOgram.........coovviiiiiiie et e e e e e e e e e e e e 3
PUDIIC INVOIVEMENT PTOCESS ....uvniiiiiii e a s 4
Public Involvement Goals and ODJECLIVES .........cccevvueiiiiiiiecceeeece e 4
Public Involvement TECNNIQUES .........oouieiiii e 5
[WoTor: 1N €10l dalaa =T o) A @foTe] o 1 F=1ilo] o N PRSP 5
Y 100 YA AN 1Y/ E=To ] Y €1 (0] o LR 5
0] o] ol o 1] {ToF=1 (o] o HES PRSPPI 8
PUDIIC WOTKSIOPS ...ttt ettt e e eh et e e e sa bt e e e sab bt e e e aaba e e e e snbaeeeeanbreeenes 8
ENVIFONMENTAL JUSHICE ...ttt s et e e e e e e st e et e e e e e s snsbe e e e e e e e eesnstaneeeeaaeenan 10
L F= T Y 7= 1T 1 o] o SRS PPRR 13

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties i T 7 X
Multi-Modal Transportation Study H N B _J_&L’_} D‘if‘(_—__ =




Public Involvement Report Technical Memorandum

August 2008

LIST OF FIGURES

Figure 1.0 SEUAY ATBA ..ttt e e e e e e ettt e e e e e eenaana 2
Figure 5.0 Minority & Low-Income Population Locations .............ccceeeeeeeeeevveeviiinnnnnnn. 12

LIST OF TABLES

Table 5.0 Butts County Study Advisory Group Members..........ccceeivieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiineeeee, 6

Table 5.1 Jones County Study Advisory Group Members .........ccoevvveeiiieeeeeeeeeininnnnnn. 6

Table 5.2 Monroe County Study Advisory Group Members.........ccoovvvvvieeviiiiiiinieeenn. 7

Table 5.3 Study AdViSOry Group MEELINGS .....uuuiiiieeeeieeeeiiiiie e e e e e et e e e e e eeaenes 7

Table 5.4 PUDIIC WOIKSNOPS ... 9

Table 5.5 Public Workshop PartiCipation ..............uuueiiiiieeiieeeiiies e 13
APPENDIX

A. Study Advisory Group Documentation

B. Meeting Notifications

C. Public Workshop Documentation

D. Media Coverage and Public Comment Forms

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties ii
Multi-Modal Transportation Study H N I B J (3 ;{ } '(




Public Involvement Report Technical Memorandum

August 2008

1.0 Introduction

The Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) Office of Planning, in conjunction with
Butts, Jones and Monroe Counties, conducted the Butts, Jones and Monroe Counties
Multi-Modal Transportation Study to develop a Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) to
serve the 3-County Region through 2035.

The Study Team, made up of GDOT Planning Staff and its Consultant Team — HNTB and
MPH & Associates — coordinated with the Counties and Cities within the study area, GDOT
District 3 staff, the McIntosh Trail and Middle Georgia Regional Development Centers
(RDCs), and other local partners in the planning, development, review, and approval of
study recommendations. A comprehensive and interactive public involvement program
was developed to ensure that potential transportation improvements were coordinated with
the the goals stated in the county's current comprehensive plan to afford individual citizens
and interested groups the opportunity to provide their input in developing and evaluating
planned improvements to the transportation network.

The purpose of the public involvement program was to inform and include the public in the
transportation planning process. Public concerns were brought to the forefront so that they
could be discussed and addressed in plan documentation. This approach engaged the end
users (i.e. the residents and business owners of the three Counties) in the identification,
development, evaluation, and selection of transportation improvements. The ultimate goal
of the public involvement effort was to build consensus for the recommended near-term,
mid-term and long-term improvements identified through the long range transportation
planning process.

The end product for this study was an LRTP that provided for the efficient movement of
people and goods within and through the study area through the study horizon year (2035).
Interim analysis took place for the year 2015. The Public Involvement Plan ensured that
residents and citizens of the study area were involved in the planning process from the
development of goals and objectives through identification of transportation needs and
associated improvements.

The 3-County study area is displayed in Figure 1.0.
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2.0 Public Involvement Program

A public involvement program incorporating active participation and interaction among
citizens, the study advisory group, and elected officials throughout the planning process is
a proven means to attaining community consensus around proposed transportation
solutions. An inclusive, well-planned and organized public involvement program also helps
to proactively address potential transportation issues, lessen negative perceptions, and
build acceptance of the study results. To that end, the Study Team implemented a public
involvement program that utilized consensus-building techniques and facilitated open
communication throughout the study process.

Area stakeholders, individual citizens and interested groups were given multiple
opportunities to become involved in the planning process. Citizens with an interest in the
study were informed of the study’s progress and provided various means for input into the
decision-making process including: public workshops, study advisory groups, comment
forms, and a study web site. Through the public involvement process, the Study Team was
able to identify improvements that will help to alleviate the current and future transportation
needs of stakeholders and residents of the 3-County Region.

The Study Team disseminated information to stakeholders using proven outreach
techniques. Study team representatives also listened to ideas and concerns, responded to
comments, and incorporated input into the decision making process.

This document outlines the following:

e The Public Involvement Process;

e The Public Involvement Goals and Objectives;

e The Study Team’s use of a Study Advisory Group;

e The Study Team'’s plan for public participation throughout the study;

e The Study Team’s method to inform and involve stakeholders, including those with
an interest in the project or who may be directly impacted by potential
improvements; and,

e The Study Team’s method of informing and involving appropriate State, Regional,
and Local agencies and public officials throughout the study process.

The following sections outline the techniques that were used to inform the public of project
events and milestones, and the opportunities for the public’s involvement in the study
process.

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties 3 P
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3.0 Public Involvement Process

The Public Involvement Process developed for the Butts, Jones, and Monroe Counties
Transportation Study focused on meetings with stakeholders and the public scheduled at
key technical milestones in the study process. This ensured that input and feedback
provided by citizens and stakeholders was effectively integrated and considered in the
development of the plan and in the conception of project recommendations. The process
involved the following major components:

e Ongoing local government coordination;

e A Study Advisory Group convened twice throughout the course of the study;
e Public workshops held twice during the study; and,

e A project website including study background and documentation.

4.0 Public Involvement Goals and Objectives

A number of goals and objectives were established to guide the public involvement
process. They are outlined below:

e Goal 1 - Maximize the visibility of the transportation planning process.
Objectives-

o ldentify umbrella organizations that can help distribute information and involve
residents in the public involvement process.

0 Maintain contact with individuals who have expressed an interest in the
project by maintaining a mailing list.

o Employ as many outlets as possible to inform the public such as: local
newspapers, local and state web sites, community newsletters, and others.

e Goal 2 - Maximize and enhance the opportunities for people to be involved in
the planning process.

Objectives-

o ldentify appropriate locations and times of day to meet with communities.

o0 Involve communities in the planning process early and often prior to
developing preliminary improvement concepts.

0 Determine the most appropriate methods for communicating information to
the public through local input and feedback from the Study Advisory Group.

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties 4 — Y
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e Goal 3 - Increase the public’'s understanding of the long range transportation
planning process.

Objectives-

o Provide information documenting the study process at public workshops and
on the study web site.

o Provide materials documenting existing and future transportation conditions.

o Provide opportunities for the public to ask questions and provide written
replies in a timely manner.

o Utilize graphics, charts, and tables in addition to text on public displays.

5.0 Public Involvement Techniques
51 Local Government Coordination

Staff representatives and elected officials from regional planning agencies, Counties, and
Cities within the study area were engaged throughout the study process. A kick-off
meeting was held on June 25, 2007 to introduce the study and discuss transportation
issues and opportunities with stakeholders from all three counties. Additional one-on-one
meetings were conducted with each respective county throughout the course of the study
to facilitate communication, gather a deeper understanding of each County’s needs, and to
assist with the following processes:

e Develop goals and objectives and identify opportunities and constraints for the
LRTP;

e I|dentification of opportunity areas within local jurisdictions;

¢ |dentification of local issues to address during the study process;

e Coordination with ongoing planning efforts;

¢ Provide guidance on ways to effectively reach out to the local citizens;

¢ Review of the travel demand model, including the roadway network, socio-economic
and land use data; and,

* Review of potential improvements.

5.2  Study Advisory Group

A Study Advisory Group (SAG) was established for each individual County. SAG Members
were identified with guidance from local staff and represented local jurisdictions and
municipalities, planning agencies, business leaders, special interest groups, environmental
justice groups, area homeowners, and others suggested by County staff. The role of the
SAG was to provide a local perspective and feedback regarding:

e Development of goals and objectives
e Review of existing deficiencies and issues
¢ I|dentification of development opportunities

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties 5 P
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¢ Recommendation of potential improvements
e Identification of institutional barriers and opportunities
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Individuals invited to participate in the SAG are listed in Tables 5.0 — 5.2.

Table 5.0

Butts County Study Advisory Group Members

Opal Greene
Trucks, Inc.

Steven Lease
Butts County Planning

Lynda White
Butts County Board of Education

Robert Hiett
McIntosh Trail RDC

Lou DuFresne
Jackson Lakes Homeowners
Association

Joe Blankenship
Butts County Board of Education

Christy Taylor
Butts County Planning

Christy Anderson
Jones Petroleum

Jeannie Brantley
Mclintosh Trail RDC

Jane Welchel
Middle Georgia Community
Action Agency

Bart White
Industrial Development Authority

Perry Ridgeway
City of Jackson

Romela Freeman
City of Flovilla

Dr. Van Whaler
Butts County Administrator

Table 5.1

Jones County Study Advisory Group Members

Decius Aaron
City of Gray Superintendent

Laten Bonoll
Jones County Public Works

Pam Christopher
Jones County Chamber of

Commerce
Charlie Cruz .
John Conn Middle Georgia Community Action Pat Daniel
Conn Realty Agency Better Hometown

Wayne Garrett
Jones County Schools,

Cheryl Harrington
DHR Region 6 Transportation Office

Steve McClendon
Tri County EMC

Transportation

Candy McMahon Velma McFadden Carol Miller

Jones County Board of
Conn Realty The Plan Group .

Education

Tim Pitrowski Greg Mullis Harry Goff
Jones County Planning and Jones County Development Jones County Schools

Zoning Authority Transportation

Mike Underwood
Jones County Administrator

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties
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Table 5.2
Monroe County Study Advisory Group Members

Sid Banks
Monroe County Road
Superintendent

David Clark
Department of Corrections

Bob Rychel
Middle Georgia RDC

Jeff Turner
Monroe County School Board

Phil Clark
Middle Georgia RDC

Matt Perry
EMA Director

Jim Peters
Monroe County Board of
Commissioners

Cindy Crowley
Monroe County Clerk

Larry Evans
Monroe County

Tiffany Andrews
Monroe-Forsyth Chamber of
Commerce

Bud Queen
High Falls Lake Association

Vicky Smith
Bolingbroke Community Club

Melvin Lawrence
Elderly/Disabled Community

Robert Williams
Juliette River Club

Each County’s SAG met at two key milestones during the plan development effort. The first
meeting took place early in the study schedule to finalize goals and objectives that are
consistent with the current county comprehensive plan and to gather feedback on issues
and opportunities identified during the existing conditions evaluation. The second meeting
was an opportunity to share and gather feedback on preliminary project recommendations.
Each SAG meeting took place approximately two weeks before each public workshop to
provide members with a “preview” of the material and to encourage assistance in getting
the word out to other citizens in the area. Study Advisory Group dates and locations are
documented in Table 5.3.

Table 5.3
Study Advisory Group Meetings

Location Date

Meeting

Butts County Workshop #1

Butts County Administration Building

October 1, 2007

Jones County Workshop #1

Jones County Government Center

October 2, 2007

Monroe County Workshop #1

Monroe County Clubhouse

October 10, 2007

Butts County Workshop #2 Butts County Administration Building April 7, 2008
Monroe County Workshop #2 Monroe County Clubhouse April 8, 2008
Jones County Workshop #2 Jones County Government Center April 8, 2008

Documentation of each SAG meeting can be found in Appendix A.

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties 7
Multi-Modal Transportation Study

HNTB J@XE[L



Public Involvement Report Technical Memorandum

August 2008
5.3 Public Notification

The Study Team utilized several methods to inform the public of study activities and to
solicit public input for the selection of alternative improvements. The following notification
techniques were employed during this study:

Press Releases, Advertisements and Flyers ~ The Study Team developed and distributed
a press release and flyer for each County’s public meetings to promote and encourage
public participation. The press releases were used to generate media interest in attending
the meetings and writing related news articles. The releases also provided information
included in advertisements in local newspapers.

Coordination with the Georgia Department of Transportation District 3 Communications
Contact ensured that all information was released to the media at least three weeks prior to
the date of the workshops. Study advisory group members and County staff also assisted
in the distribution of flyers at key locations within the study area. Email distribution of the
flyers was also initiated by the Study Team.

Several Macon local news affiliates also helped to spread the word about the study by
providing coverage of the public meetings, and in the case of Jones County, providing lead-
up interviews and news promos generating interest in the initial public meeting.

Meeting notification materials are included in Appendix B.

Web Site A study webpage was developed as part of GDOT's website at:
http://www.dot.ga.gov/informationcenter/programs/studies/Pages/ButtsJonesMonroe.aspx

Study details, a calendar of upcoming meetings, a downloadable comment form, and all
public meeting materials were made available for download from the website.

5.4  Public Workshops

Involving the public in the decision-making process is essential for developing consensus
and acceptance within the community it is intended to serve. Throughout the planning
process, the public was invited to provide information, offer alternatives, and present their
interests and concerns. As stakeholders who live in and travel through the study area,
citizens were able to provide insightful input on issues relevant to the plan’s development.

Public workshops were held to provide a forum for citizens to voice their opinions,
concerns, and ideas. Two rounds of open house workshops, one workshop in each of the
three Counties for a total of six workshops, were conducted during the study. These
workshops ensured that ample opportunity for public input and education was provided and
considered in the evaluation and recommendation of the proposed transportation
improvements. Each public workshop encouraged collaboration among citizens, County
staff and local leadership in the identification of potential transportation improvements.

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties 8 P
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A brief presentation was provided at each of the public workshops to support facilitation
activities and to educate attendees on the purpose of the study and on the long range
planning process. Additionally, the workshops provided opportunity for the informal review
of display materials with the public. These materials included maps and graphics designed
to convey technical information to non-technical audiences. The Study Team was available
for one-on-one discussions at all of the workshops. In addition, public comment forms were
available for citizens to officially record their comments and submit them to the Study
Team.

Two public workshops took place in each county at key milestones in the study process.
These milestones mirrored those identified for the Study Advisory Group meetings. Based
on input from local representatives, public workshops were scheduled either from 5PM to
7PM or 6PM to 8PM on a Monday, Tuesday, or Thursday night with an attempt to avoid
any conflicts with any other significant community events or meetings. Public workshops
dates and locations are provided in Table 5.4.

Table 5.4
Public Workshops

Butts County Workshop #1 Butts County Administration Building October 16, 2007, 6PM-8PM
Jones County Workshop #1 Jones County Government Center October 23, 2007, 5PM-7PM
Monroe County Workshop #1 Monroe County Clubhouse November 1, 2007, 5PM-7PM
Butts County Workshop #2 Butts County Administration Building April 29, 2008, 5PM-7PM
Monroe County Workshop #2 Monroe County Clubhouse May 1, 2008, 5PM-7PM
Jones County Workshop #2 Jones County Government Center May 8, 2008, 5PM-7PM

Workshop #1 (Overview of Planning Process and Existing Operating Conditions)

This workshop provided an overview of the study process; documented data collection
activities; and presented the existing conditions of the transportation system. This
workshop included a formal presentation, followed by an open house period to solicit public
input, identify issues and concerns, and to aid the Study Team in the evaluation of existing
and future deficiencies.

Workshop #2 (Present Preliminary Long Range Transportation Plan)

This workshop presented preliminary improvement recommendations for major deficiencies
and the findings to date, including a preliminary project prioritization methodology for public
review and comment. A formal presentation of the study results was followed by an open
house period to solicit public input on the draft study recommendations.

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties 9
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In addition to the scheduled public workshops, GDOT District 3 staff, in conjunction with the
GDOT Office of Planning, presented study background information to the High Falls Civic
Association on April 27, 2008 in response to a citizen request.

Documentation of each public workshop can be found in Appendix C.
5.5 Environmental Justice

Environmental justice is intended to involve minority and low-income populations and
ensure that these groups are not disproportionately impacted as a result of transportation
improvement recommendations. The US DOT Order on Environmental Justice and
Executive Order 12898 define environmental justice populations as persons belonging to
any of the following groups:

Black;

Hispanic;

Asian American;

American Indian or Alaskan Native; and,

Low-Income — a person whose household income (or in the case of a community or
group, whose median household income) is at or below the US Department of
Health and Human Services poverty guidelines.

Environmental justice (EJ) consideration played a key role in the public involvement and
plan development process. It is paramount to look at the distribution and concentration of
minority and low-income populations to determine potential EJ impacts. The intent of EJ
analysis is locating these populations and involving them early and continuously through
the decision making process, as well as using data to analytically assess if there would be
a disproportionate impact on traditionally underrepresented communities.

The Study Team utilized 2000 US Census Data, the most current data available, to identify
minority and low-income groups at the blockgroup level. Disadvantaged populations were
identified as part of this analysis and extra efforts were made to include these groups in the
planning process. As illustrated in Figure 5.0, these populations were identified in the
vicinity of downtown Jackson, Jenkinsburg, and Forsyth. These areas were given special
attention to ensure that transportation improvements would benefit and not
disproportionately impact these areas in a negative manner. The following tasks were
conducted for the identified low-income and minority populations:

Coordinated with the Study Advisory Group to identify leaders within these
communities;

Posted notice for workshops in these communities where possible;

Analyzed recommended projects to ensure that disproportionate impacts did not
accrue to these communities; and,

Analyzed recommended projects to ensure that mobility benefits accrued to these
communities — including alternative transportation modes such as bicycle and
pedestrian amenities.

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties 10 e —
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Figure 5.0 displays minority and low-income populations through the study area based on
Census Block Group Data. This information was used to assist in the identification of
potential EJ impacts associated with transportation improvements through the study area.
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5.6 Plan Evaluation

Corresponding to the first goal documented in the Goals and Objectives for the Public
Involvement Plan, “Maximize the visibility of the transportation planning process”, the Study
Team verified the effectiveness of the public involvement effort by documenting public
workshop participation, specifically:

e Number of comment forms received;
e Number of meeting attendees; and
e Participation by local media and public events.

Table 5.5 provides an overview of public workshop patrticipation.

Table 5.5
Public Workshop Participation

# of
Local Media # of Comment
Meetings Coverage? Attendees Forms
Butts County Workshop #1 October 16, 2007 No 15 3
Jones County Workshop #1 October 23, 2007 Yes — Newspaper and TV 18 4
Monroe County Workshop #1 | November 1, 2007 | Yes — Newspaper 6 4
Butts County Workshop #2 April 29, 2008 No 8 1
Monroe County Workshop #2 | May 1, 2008 Yes — Newspaper and TV 17 4
Jones County Workshop #2 May 8, 2008 Yes - Newspaper 11 3

It is also important to assess what did and did not work well at each public workshop and
make recommendations to enhance this and other public involvement programs moving
forward. Further evaluation of the effectiveness of the public involvement effort was
accomplished by feedback received from GDOT and other Study Advisory Group
members. Feedback included additional possibilities for future meeting locations and
formats.

Media coverage and public comments received at the public meetings are included in
Appendix D.
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APPENDIX A
STUDY ADVISORY GROUP MATERIALS
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MEETING DOCUMENTATION HNTB

Project Butts, Jones, and Monroe Counties Transportation Study Job # 42737-PLOO3
Meeting Location Middle Georgia RDC Meeting Date 06/25/07
Subject Kick-Off Meeting

Present Phil Clark, Robert Hiett, Tom Queen, Sid Banks, Jim Peters, Perry Ridgeway, Sei Kpeyei,

Kelly Gwin, Matt Fowler, Radney Simpson, Beth Radke, Mary Huffstetler, Steven Lease, Van Whaler,

Bert Liston, Mike Underwood, David Millen, Thomas B. Howell, Tim Pitrowski, Tim Hatton, Andrew Smith,

Alvin Randall, Don Tussing, and Claudia Bilotto.

The purpose of this meeting was to kick-off the Butts, Jones, and Monroe Counties Transportation
Study. Following the presentation pertaining to the scope and schedule of the study, the discussion
shifted to local issues. Information about concerns, opportunities, deficiencies, improvements, and
growth areas within the transportation study area were gathered. The following is a summary:

Butts County:

Growth and Development

o Comprehensive plan update in process

o Regional Airport Site selection - received notification from Governor’s office

o Butts/Monroe County line - Rose Hill development proposes 3680 residential units on
257 acres (Data from DCA DRI application)

o Transportation infrastructure needed at Rose Hill site

o Flovilla may annex Rose Hill - University of Georgia Urban Design charettes may be
planned

o Falcon Quarry located off State Route (SR) 36 has truck traffic

o Henry County considering reservoir, which could bring residential growth around water

Transportation

o Interestin use of ARC model along with or as a comparison to the Macon-Bibb model

o SR 16 interchange could become “Gateway,” opportunity provided in conjunction with
proposed widening and desires to keep "“character” of the road

o SR16improvements to City of Jackson include south loop, but the loop is a low priority

o SR 36is planned as a 1-way pair and grade separated over railroad in City of Jackson

o SR 36 relocation, serves as route to Barnesville and Thomaston from I-75

o SR 36 has several truck stops

o Truck Lanes Study on I-75

o North/south movement on SR 42

o Bike and Pedestrian projects interests are mixed

o Mclintosh Trail RDC has participated in planned trail from Carroll to Butts County

Butts County and Indian Springs are Signature Communities

Authored By: Tim Hatton Issue Date: 8/22/2008
Copy To: Meeting Participants, Read, File Page1of 2



Meeting Documentation (cont'd.) HNTB

Project Butts, Jones, and Monroe Counties Transportation Study Job # 42737-PLOO3
Meeting Location Middle Georgia RDC Meeting Date 06/25/07
Jones County:

Growth and Development

o Upper River Road has high growth in area with potentially unsafe existing

transportation infrastructure

o Town Creek Reservoir - water line extension

o 965 acre industrial park on Highway 57 could lead to increased truck traffic to I-16

o Public lands funding - National Parks system (Piedmont National Wildlife Refuge)

Transportation

o

O

O

o

Bike path on Clinton Road is a Rails-to-Trails which would connect Oconee to Heritage
Greenway

Scenic byway on Highway 11

North bypass around City of Gray

Rail crossing delay in City of Gray

Service Delivery between City of Gray and County could become issue

Monroe County:

Growth and Development

O

O

O

o

o

Pressures from north - Butts County and Atlanta regional growth

Pressures from south - Macon commercial development on SR 41 and I-75

New industrial park on Rumble Road

Department of Corrections is locating into Tift College site

Bass Road and Bass Pro development - larger employment center than downtown

Macon, 20,000 employees with 32,000 employees expected by 2030

Transportation

O

@)

O

(0]

Cross-county connector using SR 18 to connector to employment center on Bass Road
Four-lane from LaGrange to Macon - East-West multi-lane, five counties, pursuing
funding

Half diamond interchange at Pate Road

Truck traffic on SR 41, SR, 83, and SR 42

City of Forsyth - rerouting truck traffic

Rail delay - re-routing truck traffic through downtown Forsyth

Bolingbroke, Maynard Mill, and SR 41 offers area for bikes

Monroe County and Forsyth are Signature Community

Authored By: Tim Hatton Issue Date: 8/22/2008
Copy To: Meeting Participants, Read, File Page 2 of 2



MEETING DOCUMENTATION HNTB

Project Butts, Jones, and Monroe Counties Transportation Study Job # 42737-PL-003
Meeting Location Jones County Government Center Meeting Date 07/18/07

Subject County Issues Discussion

Present Kelly Gwin, Radney Simpson, Mary Huffstetler, , Mike Underwood, Tim Pitrowski, Tim Hatton,

Wayne Garrett, Harry Goff, Carol Miller, J. Preston Hawkins, Laten Boniol, and Claudia Bilotto.

As part of the Butts, Jones, and Monroe Counties Transportation Study, a one-on-one meeting was held
with Jones County to discuss county-specific issues related to transportation and growth. Local
participants included Mike Underwood, Jones County Administrator, as well as representatives from the
Jones County School System, the Board of Education, Planning & Zoning, and Public Works. The
following summarizes the issues raised by those in attendance.

Transportation Issues:
State Route (SR) 129
o Milledgeville thru traffic from 441 and Macon

o Four-lane widening planned in Putnam County’s Long-range Plan

o Traffic from SR 129 in City of Gray could be alleviated by North Gray By-Pass, which
should be completed by 2012

o Recent Scenic Byway designation (SR 11 to North Roundoak/Juliette Road)

SR 49

o Two rock quarries, two asphalt plants are located on this road, which has traffic
traveling at high speed on hilly-terrain

o Sheriff directs traffic emerging from two schools due to dangerous traffic conditions
and limited sight distance

o Children walk on SR 49 to the County recreational fields

SR 49 to SR 129 Connector Roads seen as potential for improvement

o Cumslo Road

o Lite-n-tie Road - has a rock quarry and a rail road crossing; may need shoulder
improvements for safety concerns

o Joy Cliff Road

SR 57

o Industrial park will encompass 1000 acres and access needs to be maintained

Four roads converge in City of Gray near railroad tracks

o Leads to congestion

o Signals are an issues

o MLK road intersection has traffic back-up; could be widened to help school bus

maneuverability
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Meeting Documentation (cont'd.) HNTB

Project Butts, Jones, and Monroe Counties Transportation Study Job # 42737-PL-003
Meeting Location Jones County Government Center Meeting Date 07/18/07

Upper River Road

o "S" -curve near Bibb County is unsafe

o high bicycle usage

o With new, planned water line comes residential growth to the area and on SR 18
towards City of Gray

o New park and picnic area encompasses about 8 acres

Huckabee Road - from Graham Road to SR 18 - needs improvement

Stagecoach Road

Morton Road

o Could be used by new schools as a more direct route if improvements are made

Olive Green road

o Dirt to paved road

Haddock Community

o Reinvesting in community and to slow traffic in the area requested a blinking yellow
light to be converted into a red light, but was denied by GDOT district officials

Cross County Connector - Jones County Connector

o Community opposition

Community Groups:

The Plan Group - Pam Christopher of the Chamber of Commerce can help with the contact
list

Civic Center Auditorium

Cross County Connector

o Citizens agree on need, exact alignment needs to be re-examined

School Information:

Earl Colvin - Director of Operations and Maintenance can provide information on property
and future school locations. Phone: 214-0687

New elementary school planned on Turner Woods Road

o  Will likely use Morton Road as direct route to SR 18 east

New middle and high school planned on Howard Roberts Road

Harry Goss - reconfiguring school bus routes in southern Jones, near Bibb County and city
of Macon. He will provide a map upon completion.

SR 49

Congestion in the City of Gray impacts school bus movement
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Meeting Documentation (cont'd.) HNTB

Project Butts, Jones, and Monroe Counties Transportation Study Job # 42737-PL-003
Meeting Location Jones County Government Center Meeting Date 07/18/07
Funding:

Transit:

SPLOST Program provided $2 million and is in its 4™ year of the 5-year program
o County used funds for paving of dirt roads and re-pavement of existing
Renewal vote for SPLOST expected to pass next year

TE Funds awarded in July 2006

Congressional earmark pending in 2008

Jones County participates in 5311 program
Tony Sack - rural transportation contact
Middle Georgia Community Action Agency

OAC - Senior Citizens - contact Ann Carter

Bike/Pedestrian:

‘;U
@,

Don Tussin of the Macon-Bibb County Planning and Zoning Commission can provide bike

route

Candy McMahon is the bike community contact and can be reached at Conn Realty.

Middle Georgia RDC has maps on-line

Potential for new bicycle facilities

o Bypass connector from 22 to 129/22 has potential to be included in the design, which
could eventually connect to SR 11

o Downtown Civic Center and courthouse to school on Cumslo Road

o SR 18 east to Gray Station School to recreation park and 500 single-family residential
lots nearby

o Upper River Road to Stagecoach bicycle route planned

No railroad crossing signals at Otis Redding and Hungerford Roads
Lite-N-Tie just past rock quarry has sight distance issues

Train passes through City of Gray approximate 5 times per day, but does not stop
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MEETING DOCUMENTATION HNTB

Project Butts, Jones, and Monroe Counties Transportation Study Job # 42737-PL-003
Meeting Location Monroe County Water Department Meeting Date 07/25/07

Subject County Issues Discussion

Present Kelly Gwin, Radney Simpson, Mary Huffstetler, Tim Hatton, Claudia Bilotto, Jim Peters, Sid Banks,

Mike Bilderback, Cindy Crowley, Anton Sova, and Tom Queen.

As part of the Butts, Jones, and Monroe Counties Transportation Study, a one-on-one meeting was held
with Monroe County to discuss county-specific issues related to transportation and growth. Local
participants included Sid Banks, Monroe County Roadway Superintendent, as well as the
representatives from the Monroe County Board of Commissioners and the County Clerk's Office. The
following summarizes the issues raised by those in attendance.

Growth:
Tift College - Department of Corrections, moving headquarters from Atlanta to Forsyth
SR 42 and SR 83 by the Hardee's had a new Walmart under construction
Bass Pro Shop
Mall in North Bibb County
High Falls State Park
Georgia Power Plant - 4000 part time employees, parking lot located off of Luther Smith
Road

Transportation Issues:
State Route (SR) 42
o High Falls Road
o New planned development - Rose Hill

o Trucks exit at Johnstonville Road to avoid weigh station (presumably with illegal loads)
and use Smith Road and SR 42, which cuts through downtown Forsyth, to access I-75

SR 18 and SR 42 - major traffic congestion when I-75 traffic is re-routed

SR 3

SR 41

o State bike route

SR 83 - interchange reconfigured in 1980s, lack of parking and truck traffic are issues for

Forsyth

SR 83 and SR 87 bad sight distance (E/W)

o Possible site for a round-about or an overpass, as locals would prefer citing safety
issues

Juliette Road and SR 87 - river development could affect traffic
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Meeting Documentation (cont'd.) HNTB

Project Butts, Jones, and Monroe Counties Transportation Study Job # 42737-PL-003
Meeting Location Monroe County Water Department Meeting Date 07/25/07

SR 87 will ikely to show deficiencies soon, rock quarry on SR 36 will double in size
98 miles of unpaved, dirt roads

Bass Pro, hub of outdoor activities

o Bass Road highly ranked bike route in state

Pate Road and Zebulon Road

Cherry Blossom Festival - locals would prefer an underpass to Bolingbroke for 20K run
Bad intersections

o at Meyers Street/SR 42/Indian Springs

o at Rumble road and SR 41 and railroad - warehouse operations and I-75 access
o Evan Road (bad skew)

Four red lights in Forsyth are not synchronized

New boat ramp at Old Popes Ferry on the Ocmulgee River could have impact on SR 87

Community Groups:
The Report - Will Davis is the editor
River Club in Juliette - Robert Williams 994-2770
Bolingbroke Community club - Vicky Smith 747-7743

High Falls Civic Association

High Falls Lake Association

Chamber of Commerce - Tiffany Andrews
School Board - Dr. Jeff Turner

Georgia Power - Butch Copeland

EMA Director - Matt Perry

Exchange Club

Meeting space

o Fire Station

o Old Board Room

o High school cafeteria

School Information:

Currently 2 elementary, 2 middle schools, and 1 high school and 1 private school and
Crossroads

Elementary and Middle School on SR 83 consists of 40 acres

Longer range plans include 40 acres for elementary and middle school near Bolingbroke,

no land purchased as of yet
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Meeting Documentation (cont'd.) HNTB

Project Butts, Jones, and Monroe Counties Transportation Study Job # 42737-PL-003
Meeting Location Monroe County Water Department Meeting Date 07/25/07
Funding:

SPLOST Program provided $8 million over 6 years and expires in December

o County used funds for paving of dirt roads and re-pavement of existing

Renewal vote for SPLOST expected to pass, vote is on September 18 Special Election
TE Grant (Mike Bilderback authored) for SR 42

Transit:
No rural transit
Contact Melvin Lawrence for information on elderly or disabled citizens
Ingles serves as defacto park-and-ride lot for car pools
Senior citizens - OAC bus limited to elderly and handicapped - DHR in Macon - OAC council
oversees
Bike/Pedestrian:
Bike traffic is coming out of north Bibb County
High Falls State Park - visitors walk/bike to shopping area and restaurants
Indian Springs
Dawson Trail
TE Grant for bicycle funding to connect Zebulon Road and Bass Road (Bass Pro Shop)
SR 41is state bike route - TE Grant
Rail:

Train passes through City of Forsyth everyday, blocks all intersections

o North of SR 42 and SR 83 emergency vehicle response time and access becomes an
issue

Bolingbroke - rails not an issue, 2 trains per day estimated

Railroad crossing as SR 42/Indian Springs and Mize Road is an issue
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MEETING DOCUMENTATION HNTB

Project Butts, Jones, and Monroe Counties Transportation Study Job # 42737-PLOO3
Meeting Location Butts County Government Center Meeting Date 07/25/07

Subject County Issues Discussion

Present Kelly Gwin, Radney Simpson, Mary Huffstetler, Perry Ridgeway, Lanier Barford, Tim Hatton,

Christy Taylor, Van Whaler, Steven Lease, Kathy Mitchell, Tommy Newsome, Tommy Crochet, Sam

Woods, David Acree, Daniel Pass, Romela Freeman, and Claudia Bilotto.

As part of the Butts, Jones, and Monroe Counties Transportation Study, a one-on-one meeting was held
with Butts County to discuss county-specific issues related to transportation and growth. Local
participants included Dr. Van Whaler, Butts County Administrator, as well as representatives from the
Butts County Community Development and Road Departments, the City of Jackson, City of
Jenkinsburg, and the City of Flovilla.

Growth:
Draft Comprehensive Plan will be completed in September or October 2007
Jerry Weitz is studying growth management techniques - traffic shed concepts being used
Regional Airport in study phase
3000 acres located south of Flovilla and north of the proposed Rose Hill development
Rose Hill development
o Water board is suing Board of Commissioners, which is delaying the development
process
Pressures from north and south
Sewer is provided in Jackson and near I-75
New Rock Quarry located south of Jackson, east of SR 36
1 million square feet of industrial planned near Jackson, along SR 16 and SR 23
300 acres off of Wallace Road zoned industrial ripe for development
American Woodmark is a major employer located east of Jackson between SR 16 and SR 23
Industrial development coming to I-75 interchange at SR 36 and Short Road
Collwell Road crosses over |I-75 and development is on the horizon; it connects to SR 16
o Future interchange with 1-75 proposed frequently
Commercial and industrial proposed between Jenkinsburg and Jackson near Wolf Creek
Road

New subdivision proposed along SR 23 near Bunch Road

Transportation Issues:
State Route (SR) 42

o General congestion and high traffic volumes
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Meeting Documentation (cont'd.) HNTB

Project Butts, Jones, and Monroe Counties Transportation Study Job # 42737-PLOO3
Meeting Location Butts County Government Center Meeting Date 07/25/07

o TE Grant proposes to connect SR 42 streetscape project with parking area to Mcintosh
Trail
o England Chapel Road and Burg Road are bad intersections along SR 42
o Shiloh Road has sight distance issues
o SR 42 acts as alternative and alleviator to I-75 when accidents occur
SR 16
o High truck traffic interferes with quality of life on downtown
o Bad intersection at Honeysuckle Lane
o SR 16 - south bypass has an approved concept but no NEPA approval yet and is
considered as a long-range transportation project

o One-way pair concept in development, viewed as difficult
o Shiloh Road has sight distance issues and angle intersection

= School is located on this road

= Trucks overturn at SR 16 and Shiloh Road intersection
SR 36
o Potential one-way pair concept in future in Jackson
o High truck traffic interferes with quality of life on downtown
Bridge out at Jackson Maddox Road and at either Jack Smith Road or Lamar S Mill Road,
which were damaged during a flood in 1994
High Falls Road is county maintained and will need improvement in future, has high traffic
and serves as a cut through from SR 16 to SR 36
Roads in southern part of county that connect growth areas south of Flovilla to I-75 will
need improvement
Griffin Tech to Old Bethel Road may be logical location for a north bypass around Jackson

The airport on Stark Road is active (northeast of Jackson), all others inactive

Public Outreach and Community Groups:

Jackson Progress-Argus - Steven Lease will provide the reporter's contact info that the
county has used in the past

o Word-of-mouth seen best way to inform public about events and study information
Meeting location

o County Commission room

Jackson Lake Home Owners Association (HOA) - Lou Dufrense

High Falls Lake HOA - Bud McQueen

School Information:
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Meeting Documentation (cont'd.) HNTB

Project Butts, Jones, and Monroe Counties Transportation Study Job # 42737-PLOO3
Meeting Location Butts County Government Center Meeting Date 07/25/07

School Superintendent - Lynda White

3 public elementary school, 1 middle school and 1 high school

o existing elementary school on Honeysuckle Lane near Kimbeough Road

o High school and middle school located on OIld Griffin Road/S. Harkeness Street will
covert to an all middle school

o Middle school on north Mulberry will be closing

o Stark Road elementary (new school) opening in 2008

o Exiting elementary schools on Franklin Ave will be convert to High School and will
create a campus, anticipated by 2015

o New elementary school opens in 2007 on Brownlee Road

o Rose Hill development is setting aside land for 2 schools, along SR 42 and SR 23

Griffin Tech opening on SR 16 in August

Funding:
SPLOST Program will provide $29 million over 6 years. Road and bridge projects will be
funded by $2 million from the previous SPLOST and about $3.8 million is anticipated for the
upcoming program
o County used funds for paving of dirt roads and re-pavement of existing
o Used as local match to GDOT funded projects
o Ajailis being constructed with SPLOST funds
Impact fees are under consideration and will apply to recreation, libraries, and public safety
projects
Transit:
5311 Program is managed by the Mcintosh RDC - Robert Hiett
Liberty Convalesces provides transit serves - contact Larry O'Neil
Middle Georgia Community Action Agency
Churches in area provide transit, van are noticed around town
Turner/CNN employees have 4 van pools that carries travelers to downtown Atlanta
Other private companies have inquired and are beginning to emerge
General sense of increased need in future
Bike/Pedestrian:

Indian Springs Bike shop called “Outfitters” could serve as local contact

Jim Herbert at Parks and Recreation is a contact
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Meeting Documentation (cont'd.) HNTB

Project Butts, Jones, and Monroe Counties Transportation Study Job # 42737-PLOO3
Meeting Location Butts County Government Center Meeting Date 07/25/07

Dauset Trails is popular mountain biking area, privately-owned, located southwest of Indian
Spings near new Rock Quarry

Indian Springs is working on a master plan to connect to Dauset Trail to High Falls Road
area - greenspace committee developed a bike/ped. plan

In general, county lacks sidewalks and there is mixed opinion about citizen's desire
Sidewalks needed in subdivision in northeast Butts, near SR 36 and Ocmulgee River

TE funding to connect pedestrians on SR 42 to historic McIntosh Trail

Barnetts Bridge - need for improved walking facilities

Sidewalk expansion is complicated by maintenance responsibility issues

Need for new recreation facility in area west of Jackson

20
Q

Railroad crossing issue at Bibb Station Road - may need warning devices

No railroad crossing arms located at Strickland Road and Cork Road

Bunch Road has no railroad crossing arms - may need warning devices

Jenkinsburg experiences trains stopping that block roads, creates emergency vehicle
access problems

o Overpass is cost prohibitive

Flovilla has inadequate underpass on Heard Street, cars can fits under railroad bridge, but

not trucks or school buses
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Butts, Jones, and Monroe Counties Multi-Modal Transportation Study
Butts County Study Advisory Group — Meeting #1
October 1, 2007, 1PM to 3PM
Butts County Commissioners Meeting Room

Attendees:
Opal Greene, Trucks, Inc. Perry Ridgeway, City of Jackson
Robert Hiett, McIntosh Trail RDC Jeannie Brantley, MclIntosh Trail RDC
Christy Taylor, Butts County Mac Collins
Lou DuFresne, Jackson Lakes HOA David Millen, GDOT District 3
Jane Welchel, Middle GA Community Action Agency Tom Queen, GDOT District 3
Steven Lease, Butts County Kelly Gwin, GDOT Planning
Christy Anderson, Jones Petroleum Radney Simpson, GDOT Planning
Bart White, Industrial Development Authority Mary Huffstetler, MPH & Associates
Joe Blankenship, Butts County Board of Education Tim Hatton, HNTB
Lynda White, Butts County Board of Education Claudia Bilotto, HNTB

Andrew Smith, HNTB
Handouts:
Meeting Agenda

Study Advisory Committee Packet
Meeting Summary:

As part of the Butts, Jones, and Monroe Counties Multi-Modal Transportation Study, a Study Advisory
Group meeting was held in Butts County to discuss county-specific issues related to transportation and
growth. Local participants from the Butts County community represented a diverse range of perspectives
including the business and trucking industries, retirees, and local agencies.

Kelly Gwin, GDOT Project Manager, welcomed the group and thanked them for coming. She introduced
the project team and led off self-introductions. She turned the floor over to Claudia Bilotto, HNTB, to
begin the presentation. Ms. Bilotto began a PowerPoint Presentation providing an overview of the
transportation study and process and the role in which the study advisory group plays. Members were
encouraged to help get the word out regarding upcoming public meetings in the county, scheduled for
October 16, from 6PM to 8PM. Following the presentation, Ms. Bilotto led the group through the
information packet summarizing existing conditions in the county and explained that one of the goals of
the day’s meeting was to develop a set of goals and objectives that can be incorporated as part of the
study. Specific topics included the following:

Planned and Programmed Projects

Safety

Bridges

Freight Networks for Rail and Trucks

Public Transportation

Aviation

Travel Demand Model Development

Bicycle and Pedestrian Existing and Planned Projects
Local Issues and Opportunities
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Ms. Bilotto then led the group through a list of broad transportation needs to generate discussion
regarding specific interest areas now and in the future. The following highlights the transportation issues:

High level of Importance Today and in 2035
¢ Relieving traffic congestion on I-75
e Providing adequate evacuation and emergency routes
o Issues with rail crossing
e Improving roadway safety
o Buses and trucks on SR 36
e Addressing truck travel
o Friday afternoon has heavier truck traffic
e Adding or coordinating traffic signals, building turn lanes, and adding other features to improve
traffic flow
o SR 42 and SR 16 signals needed (Shiloh Road and SR 16)
o Adding turn lanes along major roads would help improve traffic flow
e Adding new roadway capacity (widened roads) to the transportation system
o New development to accommodate (Starks Road and Brownlee Road)
e Dealing with problems associated with railroad crossings
o Wolf Creek/Old Bethel Road and SR 42 is high priority
o Increased traffic expected
e Providing good walking and bicycling paths near schools, libraries, parks, and shopping areas
¢ Providing adequate resources to operate and maintain our transportation system
o Property tax issue (under consideration next Legislative session)

Medium level of importance today and in 2035
e Adding new roadway capacity (new roads) to the transportation system
o Improve existing system
e Improving safety for bicyclists and pedestrians
o Barnett Bridge Road considered dangerous bike and pedestrian environment

High level of importance in 2035
¢ Developing better public transportation services for seniors and disabled people

Topics Discussion:
The following comments from the group are organized by topic rather than the order in which they were
made:

Planned and Programmed Projects

SR 36

David Millen of the Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) District 3 explained that SR 36 would
potentially be built as a one-way pair concept in the future in the downtown Jackson area. The project
would not be located entirely on its existing alignment and would include a new bridge over the railroad
tracks to accommodate the new alignment and one-way pair concept. Additionally, in a separate effort

to upgrade the road’s performance, GDOT is examining installing turning lanes on SR 36 and is funding
the project using state aid.

SR 16

David Millen explained that as part of the SR 16 widening project from |-75 to Jackson, preliminary
engineering for a by-pass to the south of Jackson was included originating at Bert Road. The study
advisory group discussed that SR 16’s intersections with English Chapel Road and Burg Road and with
the Shiloh Road are areas where crashes have occurred and are considered unsafe. David Millen
explained that intersections would be aligned to current standards as part of the widening project, which
should correct the sight distance issues related to these intersections.
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Freight Networks for Rail and Trucks

The widening of SR 36 to provide a four-lane connection to I-75 is a high priority for Upson County and
will potentially increase freight movement along this corridor. Truck traffic is considered heavy in
downtown Jackson. The Board of Education representative raised the issue of trucks traveling too close
to school buses and the dangerous situation that the behavior creates.

Another study in the area that could potentially affect truck traffic is the I-75 South managed lanes study.
The study’s limits extend to SR 16 and Steven Lease conveyed his opinion that the managed lanes
should be extended further south to SR 36 where several truck parking facilities are located. Claudia
Bilotto, Project Manager, explained the scope of the study and clarified that the study will be completed
later in the year and may or may not become an actual project.

Bicycle and Pedestrian
Heritage Trail was mentioned as a bicycle and pedestrian project under study although no specific
location information was provided. The Barnett Bridge area is dangerous for walking and biking.

Local Issues and opportunities

Railroad crossing points are limited between Macon and Locust Grove, and the study advisory group
expressed a need for them, particularly for emergency vehicle access. Additionally, school busses have
been delayed when the railroad crossing gates are positioned down prohibiting crossing, although there is
no presence of a train. The railroad company has to be called to reset the crossing arms safely.

An underpass in Flovilla only provides a passage for smaller vehicles and does not allow enough
clearance for trucks or school buses.

The Mcintosh Trail RDC provides 5311 Transit assistance and estimates that 58% of the current ridership
is employment based and travels predominately to Spalding County. The program manager Robert Hiett
expressed that the service meets existing demand, but in the future better transit might be needed to the
Macon and Atlanta region and for the anticipated growing elderly population. A need for a park and ride
lot was proposed and was seen as a way to increase north and south ridership numbers to Atlanta and
Macon. The program could also benefit from advertisement of its current service to promote increased
ridership. The RDC is planning on conducting a study in 2008 that focuses on Butts County.

Improvement to the existing network could provide increased efficiency. Turn lanes in certain locations
may be a quick fix to transportation problems along state routes and heavier traveled roads. Grade
separation is need at railroad crossings to reduce bottleneck effects.

Road and sidewalk improvements should accompany new growth areas. Development is anticipated
along SR 42 north toward Locust Grove. Frontage roads along |-75 were proposed as a need. State
route in the southern part of the county may need widening. New school locations should be
accompanied by road improvements to the area, including sidewalks.

Property tax legislation may have an impact on available funding for transportation.

Summary of Top Concerns

Widen SR 36 and SR 42.

Identify intersection with SR 16 on the west for the South Jackson Bypass.

Determine location of SR 36 through Jackson.

Coordinate with counties to the north of Butts County, who may have more similar needs.
Anticipate the possibility that Butts County will be absorbed into the ARC regional transportation
planning process and plan for a smooth transition by following the ARC model.

Address railroad crossing congestion.

Acknowledge east-west and north-south one-way pair concepts proposed to alleviate congestion
in downtown Jackson.

e Explore temporary/short-term fixes to help traffic congestion in Jackson, similar to McDonough.
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Butts Jones Monroe Transportation Study

Butts County Advisory Committee
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Butts, Jones & Monroe Transportation Study

Agenda

1.0 Study Team Members

2.0 Study Overview

3.0 Public Involvement Plan

4.0 Data Collection

5.0 Model Development

6.0 Local Issues & Opportunities
7.0 Goals & Objectives

8.0 Public Workshop #1

9.0 Next Steps

Action Items for Today's Meeting
e Transportation Issues & Needs
e Development Opportunities
e Goals & Objectives

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study 2
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Study Team Members

Agency

Contact

Phone

Email

GDOT - Planning

Radney Simpson

404-657-6689

radney.simpson@dot.state.ga.us

GDOT - Planning

Kelly Gwin

404-651-5330

Kelly.Gwin@dot.state.ga.us

GDOT - Planning

Matthew Fowler

404-657-6916

Matthew.fowler@dot.state.ga.us

HNTB - Project Manager

Claudia Bilotto

404-946-5747

cbilotto@hntb.com

HNTB - Senior Planner

Tim Hatton

404-946-5755

thatton@hntb.com

MPH & Associates

Mary Huffstetler

404-210-6123

maryhuffstetler@bellsouth.net

GDOT - District 3

Thomas Howell

706-646-6900

thomas.howell@dot.state.ga.us

GDOT - District 3 David Millen 706-646-6987 | david.millen@dot.state.ga.us
GDOT - District 3 Tom Queen 706-646-6317 tom.queen@dot.state.ga.us
Middle Georgia RDC Phil Clark 478-751-6160 pclark@mgrdc.org

Mclntosh Trail RDC

Robert Hiett

770-227-6308

rhiett@cityofgriffin.com

Monroe County
Road Superintendent

Sid Banks

478-994-7029

Butts County
Planning Director

Steven Lease

770-775-8210

srlease@buttscounty.org

Jones County
Administrator

Mike Underwood

478-986-8219

mikeunderwood®@alltel.net
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Study Overview

PHASE |
1. Data Collection
a. Previous Studies
b. GIS Data
c. Socio-Economic Data
Existing Conditions Inventory
Travel Demand Mode/
2. Public Involvement
Public Involvement Process
Goals & Objectives
3. Develop Evaluation Factors
Evaluation Factors
4. Evaluate Existing Conditions
a. Multi-Modal Assessment
b. Goals and Objectives
c. Safety
Summary of Existing Operating Conditions
5. Future Conditions Evaluation
a. Travel Demand Model
b. Key Points
i. Socio-Economic Data
ii. Household Data
iii. Business Data
Summary of Future Operating Conditions

PHASE Il
6. ldentify Improvements

a. Strategy Screening for Types of Improvements

i. Needs
ii. Parallel Relief
iii. Network Connectivity
iv. Access Improvements
v. Reconstruction
vi. Safety
7. Develop Cost Estimates
8. Financial Resources and Funding
Multi-Modal Transportation Plan

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study 4
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Public Involvement Process

1. Public Involvement Process
a. Detailed
b. Flexible
c. Measures to Evaluate Performance

2. Study Advisory Group

Development of Goals and Objectives

Review Existing Deficiencies and Issues
Development Opportunities

Identify and Review Potential Improvements
Identify Institutional Barriers and Opportunities
Meet 1-2 Weeks Prior to Public Workshops

i. October 2007

ii. February/March 2008

TP an T

3. Public Workshops
a. 2 Rounds of Workshops with 1 Workshop in each County (6 total Workshops)
b. Public Workshop Structure
i. Workshop #1- Overview of Existing and Future Operating Conditions
(October 2007)
ii. Workshop #2 - Preliminary Improvement Recommendations
(February/March 2008)
c. ldentify Specific, Possible Locations for Workshops
d. Appropriate Instruments to Post Notices
i. Press Release
ii. Newsletters
iii. Website
e. Mailing List/Key Invitees
f.  Small Group Meetings

4. Coordination with Other Meetings Occurring in the Study Area

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study 5 f"’w
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Data Collection

Data Collection
Items

Responsible
Parties

Data Sources

Status

Background
Information and
Studies

HNTB

GDOT

Middle Georgia RDC
Mclntosh Trail RDC
Counties/Cities

Completed

RC Data

HNTB /GDOT

GDOT

Completed

Bridge Inventory

HNTB /GDOT

GDOT

Completed

Crash Data

HNTB /GDOT

GDOT

Completed

Land Use Plans

HNTB

Middle Georgia RDC
MciIntosh Trail RDC
Counties

In Progress

Rural Transit

MPH

Middle Georgia RDC
Mclintosh Trail RDC
Counties

Completed

Freight

MPH

GDOT

Middle Georgia RDC
MciIntosh Trail RDC
Counties

Completed

Rail

MPH

GDOT

Middle Georgia RDC
MciIntosh Trail RDC
Counties

Completed

Aviation

MPH

GDOT Statewide
Aviation System Plan

Completed

Bicycle and
Pedestrian

MPH

GDOT

Middle Georgia RDC
Mclntosh Trail RDC
Counties

Completed

Socioeconomic Data

HNTB

Middle Georgia RDC
Mclintosh Trail RDC
Counties

Completed

Development Areas

HNTB

Middle Georgia RDC
Mcintosh Trail RDC
Counties

Completed

GIS Data

HNTB

GDOT

Middle Georgia RDC
Mcintosh Trail RDC
Counties/Cities

In Progress

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study
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Previous/Ongoing Studies and Plans

e Comprehensive Plans
o Documentation of Existing and Future Land Use
o Understanding of Development Areas
o Documentation of Growth Areas
o Documentation of Infrastructure Expansion

= Utilities
=  Sewer
= Schools

= Parks and Recreation

Transportation Plan Coordinates with Comprehensive Plan to ensure
Consistency with Community Goals and Objectives

e GDOT Interstate System Plan
o No improvements are recommended in study area

e GDOT Truck Lanes Needs Identification Study
o Recommendations late 2007

O

e GDOT State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP), Six Year Construction
Work Program (CWP), and Long Range Plan

e Middle Georgia and MciIntosh Trail RDC's Bicycle and Pedestrian Plans

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study 7 f"’w
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2008-2013 Construction Work Program

2006 - 2008 STIP &

Butts County

B-1 | 0000760 Widening |SR 16 Widening from I-75 to City of Jackson STP 2013
I SR 36 in City of Jackson from SR 16 to CR
B-2 | 322440 Widening 589/Stark Road STP 2014
B-3 | 0000479 | Passing Lanes SR 36, 2 eastbound & 3 westbound passing STP 2010
lanes north of Jackson
B-4 | 332360 |Passing Lanes SR 42/US 23 passing Ianes. at 2 locations STP LR
between Jackson and Jenkinsburg
i Roadway [Jackson South Bypass from SR 16 at Bert Road
B-5| 343440 | "project to SR 16 at Bibb Station STP LR
B-6 | 0006973 Roadway SR 36 from 1-75/Butts County to SR 18/Lamar STP 5012
Project County
B-7 | 333170 Bridges SR 36 at Towaliga River 7.5 miles southwest of STP 2009
Jackson
. SR 36 at Yellow River Creek, 1 mile north of .
B-8 | 333171 Bridges junction with SR 42 Bridge 2011
B-9 | 333172 Bridges ﬁnF;SG at South River at Butts-Newton County Bridge 2008
B-10| 331640 Bridges CR 290 north of SR 36 at Tussahaw Creek Bridge NA
B-11| 0007580 Sidewalks |Sidewalks, lighting and landscaping in Jackson Local 2008

Source: GDOT Office of Planning

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study 8




2006 - 2008 STIP &

2008-2013 Construction Work Program

HENRY

LAMAR

JASPER

~—

Legend
meEes Passing Lanes
mem=e Roadway Project
oeees Widening
B Brdges
®  sidewalks
4 Intersection improvement

PUTNAM

B/
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Crash History

Butts County Crash Locations

SR 16 (west of Jackson) US 23 (west of Jackson) 17 0 1
SR 16 (east of Jackson) US 23 (east of Jackson) 20 0 4
SR 16 SR 36 19 0 3

Source: CARE Database
Crash Locations and Severity

HENRY
Legend
A 2003-2006 High Crash Intersaction (20+)
®  2003-2007 Railroad Crash Paoints
4 2004-2006 Fatal Crash Points
Pedestrian Crashes
JASPER| SseveriTy
¥ Fatal Crash
2% Injury Crash
2 Non-injury Crash
City Boundaries

LAMAR

TWITEEC
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Bridges

e 40 Bridges in Butts County
o 6 Bridges in Need of Maintenance or Rehabilitation

o 10 Bridges in Need of Maintenance or Rehabilitation in the next 20 years
o 2 Bridges currently in GDOT's Construction Work Program

Bridge Sufficiency Ratings

& NEWTON

Legend
City Boundaries
JASPH gridge sufficiency Rating
75.1- 1000
o 50.1-75.0
- () - 500
P — PUTNAM

LAMAR

11
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Freight & Rail

GDOT - Georgia Rail Freight Plan Update, 2000

e Primary Atlanta-Macon Route through Butts County
= Norfolk Southern -21 miles of Track
= 50 Trains Per Day
* 66 Million Gross Ton Miles/Mile (MGTM/M)
e Rail Safety
o 42 Crossings
= 41 At-Grade Crossings
= 10verpass
o 6Incidents reported to the Federal Railroad Administration (2000-2006).
o 13 Incidents at rail crossings that don't include trains.

e Commodities/Freight - Originating in the County
o Lumber and Wood

e Commodities/Freight - Transported Through the County
o Nonmetallic Minerals

o Clay, Concrete, Glass and Stone Products
o Coal
o Chemicals and Allied Products
o Hazardous Materials
o Pulp and Paper
o Food Products
o Mixed Shipments
Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study 12
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Rail Locations and Truck Routes
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Multi-Modal (Bike/Ped, Aviation & Transit)

Butts County Bike/Ped

Locations to examine for walking/biking potential:

Existing Schools:

Dougherty Elementary School

150 Shiloh Road, Jackson

Jackson Elementary School (this will be torn down and the highschool will be
located on the site)

218 Woodland Way, Jackson

North Mulberry Elementary School (Stark Elementary will replace this school - the
site will be the future home of a Pre-K and possible Alternative School)

820 North Mulberry Street, Jackson

Henderson Middle School

494 George Tate Drive

Jackson High School

717 Harkness Street, Jackson

Planned Schools:

Stark Elementary (has large new subdivision nearby for consideration for bicycle
and pedestrian connectivity)

169 Stark Road, Jackson

New Jackson Elementary

Between 1059 and 1265 Brownlee Road, Jackson

Other Destinations:

Jackson-Butts County Public Library
436 East College Street

Jackson, GA 30233

High Falls State Park

Dauset Trails Nature Center

Indian Springs State Park

Downtown Jackson

Jackson Lake

Ocmulgee River

Potential Chief McIntosh Trail from Indian Springs to Carrollton
Daughtry Park

Senior Center

Other Local Parks

Crash Statistics:
2004-2006: Bicycle-Pedestrian Crashes: 10 injuries, 1 fatality

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study 14
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Existing Bike/Ped Recommendations from McIntosh Trail RDC:

Recommendations for On-Road Bicycle Facilities:
Lake Jackson Loop on SR 16, Big Dam, Barnett Bridge/Stark Road, and SR 36

Along Stark Road from Jackson Lake south through Jackson and south on
Brownlee Road to Mount Vernon Shortcut to Mount Vernon Road
Along Mount Vernon Road form SR 42 to Monroe County Line connecting to High

Falls State Park

Bicycle/Pedestrian Existing and Planned Facilities

A NEWTON _—

HENRY

Legend
I Esisting Schoal
JASPER| @ Proposed school

meses Rails-to-Trails
e Proposed On-Road Bike Facilities

m— | ong Range Bike Routes
m—— GDOT Bike Route PUTNAM

LAMAR B/

ON
L WII

|7 ““NCULLODEN __.
L allh Tolal NN

Aviation: Butts County currently does not have a local airport. It is currently a potential
location under consideration as part of the Governor's regional airport program.

15
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Public Transportation: Butts County is a 5311 Rural Transit Participant, administered by
the McIntosh Trail RDC. The system is a fare-based, demand-response system providing
access to shopping, medical, educational, employment, and social activity centers. A van
must be reserved 24 hours in advance and operates Monday through Fridays, 8AM to
5PM. The cost is $2.00 per one way trip. The service is primarily used by the elderly,
minorities, and the disabled.

The Council on Aging for Mclntosh Trail, Inc. also operates two additional vans in Butts
County to transport elderly, disabled, and other residents who qualify for Georgia
Department of Human Resources (DHR) assistance. These residents are clients of the
Division of Aging Services (DAS), the Division of Family and Children Services (DFCS) and
the Division of Mental Health, Developmental Disabilities and Addictive Diseases
(MHDDAD).

The elderly are major users of both the 5311 Program and the DHR-provided
transportation services in Butts County. Planning for additional future services needs to
consider population projections for the elderly in coming years. The Butts County
Comprehensive Plan 2005-2025 projects a 327% increase in the elderly population
through 2035.

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study 16 f"’w
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Model Development

A Travel Demand Model is a tool used to project future traffic. It is developed using
the following information:
e Network Development
o Functional Classification of Roadway
= Capacity
= Speeds
o Number of Lanes
o Traffic Counts
e Traffic Analysis Zones (TAZ)
o Census Blocks
o Natural Boundaries
o Socioeconomic data - population and employment

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study 17




Population Distribution in 2000
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Local Issues & Opportunities

Background on Key Transportation Issues in the Study Area

Safety

Congestion

Transit

Bicycle & Pedestrian

Desired Projects or Improvements
Development Areas

Political Realities

Local Issues and Opportunities

o h e
or:// \Jﬁ__,ff
Legend

L Existing School
L Proposed Schoal
&  Local Issues

Lj @ RR Crossing Issue

)  E 3 W sight Distance Issues
Indus‘lal@’u\m“ . : Sy aw JASPER s Traffic and Operational Issues
DING T L7 | £ mmm=m Truck Traffic lssuss
N o P . FLO/ SO Potential Development Areas

’ Interchange

Bike-Ped Opportunities

HENRY

PUTNAM
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Transportation Issues & Needs

A. What do you see as the three greatest transportation issues or concerns in your
County?

B. What transportation corridors are of most interest to you in terms of the
Transportation Study?

C. What do you think is the relationship between transportation and land use in the
Study Area?

D. Given this is a Plan that discusses short-range and long-range transportation
issues, what is the best way to reach out to citizens and community groups to
involve them in the Transportation Study?

E. What funding sources should be used to pay for future transportation
improvements in the Study Area? Which sources should not be used?

F. If you could share one major message with the Project Team, what would it be?

G. How engaged do you think Study Area residents want to be in discussing
transportation and land use issues and the Transportation Study?

H. What do you see as the transportation “Hot Spot” in the study area?

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study 20 f"’w
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I. What aspects of the transportation system are important to you TODAY and what
aspects will be important to you in 2035 (25 years from now). Please rank
importance of the following transportation strategies as “High", “Medium” or

' LOW”.
Level of Level of
Importance | Importance
to You to You in
Transportation Needs Today 2035

Relieving traffic congestion on I-75

Providing adequate evacuation and emergency routes

Improving roadway safety

Addressing truck travel

Adding or coordinating traffic signals, building turn lanes, and adding other
features to improve traffic flow

Adding new roadway capacity (widened roads) to the transportation system

Adding new roadway capacity (new roads) to the transportation system

Dealing with problems associated with railroad crossings

Building more north-south roadways to better connect areas within the County

Building more east-west roadways to better connect areas within the County

Providing good walking and bicycling paths near schools, libraries, parks and
shopping areas, etc

Improving safety for bicyclists and pedestrians

Developing better public transportation services for seniors and disabled
people

Providing public transportation (bus) services to residents

Providing adequate resources to operate and maintain our existing
transportation system

Coordination between Counties for Transportation

J. Do you have any other issues or concerns that you would like to see dealt with in
the Transportation Study?

K. What do you expect as the outcome of this study?

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study 21 ﬂ{"\ﬂ
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Goals and Objectives

Goals and objectives are components of the long range planning process. They guide the
development of the Plan by providing a basis for evaluating Transportation Plan
alternatives. Goals and objectives reflect those intentions that the plan is meant to
achieve.

Factors to Consider

e Economics & Development
e Safety

e Accessibility

e Employment

e Environment

e Efficiency

e Preservation

Developing Goals and Objectives

e What are the County’s Mobility Needs?

e What Types of Transportation Improvements?

e Are Multi-Modal Improvements Needed in the County?

e  Which Improvements are the Most Important to the County?
e What are Transportation Quality of Life Factors?

Comprehensive Plan - Transportation Related Goals

Push for the development of the South Jackson Truck Route.
Try to resolve problems of congestion and truck traffic in downtown Jackson.
Possible new access roads and other improvements within the I-75 corridor.

There is a need for more sidewalks, pedestrian paths, and consideration for
alternate modes of transit for Butts County residents.

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study 22 f"’w
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Public Workshop #1

October 16, 2007, 6PM-8PM

Butts County Administration Building - Commissioners Meeting Room
625 West Third Street

Jackson, GA 30233

Format - Open House (2 Hours)
e Formal Presentation (15 Minutes)
e Formal Q&A (10-15 Minutes)
e Display Boards

e Comment Sheets

Help Us Get the Word Out!!

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study 23 m
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Next Steps

e Complete Existing Conditions Report

e Complete Travel Demand Model

e Develop Future Operating Conditions

e Identify Preliminary Existing and Future Deficiencies

e Schedule Next Advisory Group Meeting (February/March)

2007 2008

July August September  October November December @ January February March

Develop
Transportation Plan

Public
Involvement

Data Collection

Evaluate Existing &
Future Operating
Conditions
Alternatives
Development

Develop 2035
Transportation Plan

P [l
@ Public Workshop Notice [#in| Public Workshop

=
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Butts, Jones, and Monroe Counties Multi-Modal Transportation Study
Monroe County Study Advisory Group — Meeting #1
October 2, 2007, 10AM to 12PM
Monroe County Clubhouse

Attendees:

David Clark, Department of Corrections Larry Evans, Monroe County

Sid Banks, Monroe County David Millen, GDOT District 3

Jim Peters, Monroe County Tom Queen, GDOT District 3

Bob Rychel, Middle Georgia RDC Kelly Gwin, GDOT Planning

Phil Clark, Middle Georgia RDC Radney Simpson, GDOT Planning
Tiffany Andrews, Monroe-Forsyth Chamber of Matthew Fowler, GDOT Planning
Commerce Mary Huffstetler, MPH & Associates
Matt Perry, EMA Director Tim Hatton, HNTB

Jeff Turner, Monroe County School Board Claudia Bilotto, HNTB

Cindy Crowley, Monroe County Garth Lynch, HNTB

Handouts:

Meeting Agenda

Study Advisory Committee Packet
Meeting Summary:

As part of the Butts, Jones, and Monroe Counties Multi-Modal Transportation Study, a Study Advisory
Group meeting was held in Monroe County to discuss county-specific issues related to transportation and
growth. Local participants from the Monroe County community represented a diverse range of
perspectives including elected officials, the business community, employers, and local agencies.

Kelly Gwin, GDOT Project Manager, welcomed the group and thanked them for coming. She introduced
the project team and led off self-introductions. She turned the floor over to Claudia Bilotto, HNTB, to
begin the presentation. Ms. Bilotto began a PowerPoint Presentation providing an overview of the
transportation study and process and the role in which the study advisory group plays. Members were
encouraged to help get the word out regarding upcoming public meetings in the county, which was
scheduled based on feedback from the group for Thursday, November 1, from 5PM to 7PM. Following
the presentation, Ms. Bilotto led the group through the information packet summarizing existing conditions
in the county and explained that one of the goals of the day’s meeting was to develop a set of goals and
objectives that can be incorporated as part of the study. Specific topics included the following:

Planned and Programmed Projects

Safety

Bridges

Freight Networks for Rail and Trucks

Public Transportation

Aviation

Travel Demand Model Development

Bicycle and Pedestrian Existing and Planned Projects
Local Issues and Opportunities
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Existing and Future Conditions Discussion:

Ms. Bilotto then led the group through a list of broad transportation needs to generate discussion
regarding specific interest areas now and in the future. The group discussed issues by level of
importance and considered future priorities as the County experiences change, as listed below:

High Level of Importance Today and in 2035
e Improving roadway safety
Addressing truck travel
Adding new roadway capacity (widened roads) to the transportation system
Dealing with problems associated with railroad crossings
Providing adequate resources to operate and maintain our transportation system
Adding or coordinating traffic signals, building turn lanes, and adding other features to improve
traffic flow (In Downtown Forsyth)

Relieving traffic congestion on |-75 was considered important when there was an accident on I-75. When
there is an incident, traffic is rerouted on to local routes — SR 18, US 41, and Rumble Road.

Low Level of Importance Today and Medium in 2035
e Developing better public transportation services for seniors and disabled people
e Providing public transportation (bus) services to residents

Medium Level of Importance in 2035
e Providing good walking and bicycling paths near schools, libraries, parks, and shopping areas
e Improving safety for bicyclists and pedestrians

Building more east-west roadways to better connect areas within the County, particularly in the northern
areas as growth occurs was proposed by the group. In the southern portion of the County, providing
good walking and bicycling paths near schools, libraries, parks, and shopping areas was deemed
important in the future.

General Discussion:
Comments from the group are organized by topic rather than the order in which they were made.

Planned and Programmed Projects
In downtown Forsyth, another pedestrian improvement project needs to be added to the list, according to
Tom Queen from the GDOT.

Crash History
e On I-75 from Mile Post 187 to 185, water flow creates problems for vehicles and results in

crashes
SR 42, SR 83, and SR 18 intersections are high crash areas
SR 42 and SR 74 are in currently under design

e Interchange modification at Pate Road received public backlash when proposed several years
ago

e High Falls Road has the potential to be a high growth area for residential and commercial
development

e Rumble Road and US 41 and railroad crossing is concerned to be a dangerous intersection

e At SR 83 and US 41, left turn lanes off of MLK are needed and a traffic signal could be warranted

Bridges
A wooden bridge exists on Higgins Mill Road that allows only one-way, in/out access, and the area is

experiencing growth, so this bridge should be examined and considered for an upgrade.
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Freight Networks for Rail and Trucks

Us #1
Collier Road from US 41 to Smith Road will be repaved; this might result in a shift in truck traffic. In
Bolingbroke, trains impede US 41 traffic flow which also causes school busses to back up. Commercial
and school traffic, starting at about 3pm until 5pm, cause traffic conflicts on US 41 and SR 18.

Trains move faster than in the past; trains now travel up to 30 mph through downtown whereas they used
to travel at about 10 mph. The railroad through downtown is a route from Macon to Barnesville and
passes through town about once a day. The “Juliette-line” runs about 40 trains per day, located on the
eastern portion of the county. Norfolk Southern and the State have a list of potential railroad crossing
closings.

A concern is the hazardous materials coming through town. An analysis of a possible bypass around the
center of town for trucks was proposed. A comment was made that Milner propane line was an origin-
destination for some of the trucks carrying hazardous material.

Us 23
US 23 is fast becoming a major freight route.

Emergency Access
Overall, there is no major concern over emergency vehicle access and conflicts with railroad crossings.

Bicycle and Pedestrian
Thornton Road and US 41 area improvement would benefit school bus operations and have target
potential for safe routes to schools.

Recreational biking occurs on SR 18 and US 41, which are considered dangerous roads for this activity
given the lack of shoulders and inadequate lane width.

Local Issues and opportunities
New Growth

The Department of Corrections is planning to locate about 500 employees to the Tift College site over the
next 2 years and the area could potentially be home to 1000 new employees at various government
agencies by 2011. The entrance is on Patrol Road and this road could be widened to three lanes to
accommodate turning movements and the guard shack could be moved further away from the road to
create vehicle storage space to prevent backups on Patrol Road. Commercial development is increasing
and will continue to do so with the new employment arriving to the area. There is a sight distance issue
at the Tift College exit over the bridge. A park and ride lot near this area has potential to attract usage.

The northern part of the county could experience high growth and east-west connectivity will need to be
addressed to serve future growth.

Downtown Forsyth
SR 42 and OId Indian Springs Road and Ensign Road are four major roads coming together and are a
bad intersection.

New Freight Routes
A potential east-west multi-lane corridor from LaGrange to |-75 though Monroe County has a resolution in
place. LaGrange is attracting big box distribution centers that use main routes through Monroe County to
access middle Georgia.
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Detour routes
Detour routes off of I-75 when there is an accident overload local county roads. Portable Message
Boards deployed early on to the incident site would greatly increase detour efficiency and relieve
congestion faster. State Route 42 and US 41 are parallel routes that function as relievers to I-75. SR 18
and Rumble Road are also detour routes used.

A potential I-16/1-75 bypass through Jones County that could impact Monroe County is currently off the
table for consideration.

Transit

5310 currently provides adequate transportation options to employment centers in McDonough and
Warner Robbins and Spalding and Bibb counties.

SPLOST
SPLOST was recently approved and will extend for 6 years.

Summary of Top Concerns

¢ Montpelier Road is seen as a road that would experience traffic congestion in the near term.

e About 500 acres near the High Falls Road exit at I-75 is owned by one person and has the
potential to be development once water and sewer capacity reach the area.
Johnsonville Road also has development potential once utilities are extended to this area.
Safety on I-75 is important. An analysis of the existing designated detour routes to determine if
they are adequate was proposed.

e Tift College Road exit ramp sight distance issue over the bridge is a short-term need.

e All arterials could be widened from 18 to 24’ including additional shoulder work and could be
considered for bike lanes.
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Monroe County Advisory Committee
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Butts, Jones & Monroe Transportation Study

Agenda

1.0 Study Team Members

2.0 Study Overview

3.0 Public Involvement Plan

4.0 Data Collection

5.0 Model Development

6.0 Local Issues & Opportunities
7.0 Goals & Objectives

8.0 Public Workshop #1

9.0 Next Steps

Action Items for Today's Meeting
e Transportation Issues & Needs
e Development Opportunities
e Goals & Objectives
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Study Team Members

Agency

Contact

Phone

Email

GDOT - Planning

Radney Simpson

404-657-6689

radney.simpson@dot.state.ga.us

GDOT - Planning

Kelly Gwin

404-651-5330

Kelly.Gwin@dot.state.ga.us

GDOT - Planning

Matthew Fowler

404-657-6916

Matthew.fowler@dot.state.ga.us

HNTB - Project Manager

Claudia Bilotto

404-946-5747

cbilotto@hntb.com

HNTB - Senior Planner

Tim Hatton

404-946-5755

thatton@hntb.com

MPH & Associates

Mary Huffstetler

404-210-6123

maryhuffstetler@bellsouth.net

GDOT - District 3

Thomas Howell

706-646-6900

thomas.howell@dot.state.ga.us

GDOT - District 3 David Millen 706-646-6987 | david.millen@dot.state.ga.us
GDOT - District 3 Tom Queen 706-646-6317 tom.queen@dot.state.ga.us
Middle Georgia RDC Phil Clark 478-751-6160 pclark@mgrdc.org

Mclntosh Trail RDC

Robert Hiett

770-227-6308

rhiett@cityofgriffin.com

Monroe County
Road Superintendent

Sid Banks

478-994-7029

Butts County
Planning Director

Steven Lease

770-775-8210

srlease@buttscounty.org

Jones County
Administrator

Mike Underwood

478-986-8219

mikeunderwood®@alltel.net
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Study Advisory Group Members (Monroe County)

Contact

Organization

Phone

Email

Robert Williams

Juliette River Club

478-994-2770

Vicky Smith

Bolingbroke Community Club

478-T47-7743

b.smith@remax.net

Dennis Smith

High Falls Civic Association

770-504-1703

Bud Queen

High Falls Lake Association

478-992-9063

bud4monroe®yahoo.com

Tiffany Andrews

Monroe-Forsyth Chamber of Commerce

478-994-9239

Jeff Turner

Monroe County School Board

478-994-2031

Butch Copeland

Georgia Power

478-994-0022

Matt Perry

EMA Director

478-994-2040

Melvin Lawrence

Elderly/Disabled

478-994-1701

Larry Lattimer

Department of Corrections

404-735-5659

latimlOO®@dcor.state.ga.us

Charlie Cruz

Middle Georgia Community Action Agency

478-922-4464

ccruze@mgcaa.org
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Study Overview

PHASE |
1. Data Collection
a. Previous Studies
b. GIS Data
c. Socio-Economic Data
Existing Conditions Inventory
Travel Demand Mode/
2. Public Involvement
Public Involvement Process
Goals & Objectives
3. Develop Evaluation Factors
Evaluation Factors
4. Evaluate Existing Conditions
a. Multi-Modal Assessment
b. Goals and Objectives
c. Safety
Summary of Existing Operating Conditions
5. Future Conditions Evaluation
a. Travel Demand Model
b. Key Points
i. Socio-Economic Data
ii. Household Data
iii. Business Data
Summary of Future Operating Conditions

PHASE Il
6. ldentify Improvements

a. Strategy Screening for Types of Improvements

i. Needs
ii. Parallel Relief
iii. Network Connectivity
iv. Access Improvements
v. Reconstruction
vi. Safety
7. Develop Cost Estimates
8. Financial Resources and Funding
Multi-Modal Transportation Plan

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study 5
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Public Involvement Process

1. Public Involvement Process
a. Detailed
b. Flexible
c. Measures to Evaluate Performance

2. Study Advisory Group

Development of Goals and Objectives

Review Existing Deficiencies and Issues
Development Opportunities

Identify and Review Potential Improvements
Identify Institutional Barriers and Opportunities
Meet 1-2 Weeks Prior to Public Workshops

i. October 2007

ii. February/March 2008

TP an T

3. Public Workshops
a. 2 Rounds of Workshops with 1 Workshop in each County (6 total Workshops)
b. Public Workshop Structure
i. Workshop #1- Overview of Existing and Future Operating Conditions
(October 2007)
ii. Workshop #2 - Preliminary Improvement Recommendations
(February/March 2008)
c. ldentify Specific, Possible Locations for Workshops
d. Appropriate Instruments to Post Notices
i. Press Release
ii. Newsletters
iii. Website
e. Mailing List/Key Invitees
f.  Small Group Meetings

4. Coordination with Other Meetings Occurring in the Study Area

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study 6 f"’w
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Data Collection

Data Collection
Items

Responsible
Parties

Data Sources

Status

Background
Information and
Studies

HNTB

GDOT

Middle Georgia RDC
Mclntosh Trail RDC
Counties/Cities

Completed

RC Data

HNTB /GDOT

GDOT

Completed

Bridge Inventory

HNTB /GDOT

GDOT

Completed

Crash Data

HNTB /GDOT

GDOT

Completed

Land Use Plans

HNTB

Middle Georgia RDC
MciIntosh Trail RDC
Counties

In Progress

Rural Transit

MPH

Middle Georgia RDC
Mclintosh Trail RDC
Counties

Completed

Freight

MPH

GDOT

Middle Georgia RDC
MciIntosh Trail RDC
Counties

Completed

Rail

MPH

GDOT

Middle Georgia RDC
MciIntosh Trail RDC
Counties

Completed

Aviation

MPH

GDOT Statewide
Aviation System Plan

Completed

Bicycle and
Pedestrian

MPH

GDOT

Middle Georgia RDC
Mclntosh Trail RDC
Counties

Completed

Socioeconomic Data

HNTB

Middle Georgia RDC
Mclintosh Trail RDC
Counties

Completed

Development Areas

HNTB

Middle Georgia RDC
Mcintosh Trail RDC
Counties

Completed

GIS Data

HNTB

GDOT

Middle Georgia RDC
Mcintosh Trail RDC
Counties/Cities

In Progress

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study
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Previous/Ongoing Studies and Plans

e Comprehensive Plans
o Documentation of Existing and Future Land Use
o Understanding of Development Areas
o Documentation of Growth Areas
o Documentation of Infrastructure Expansion

= Utilities
=  Sewer
= Schools

= Parks and Recreation

Transportation Plan Coordinates with Comprehensive Plan to ensure
Consistency with Community Goals and Objectives

e GDOT Interstate System Plan
o No improvements are recommended in study area

e GDOT Truck Lanes Needs Identification Study
o Recommendations late 2007

O

e GDOT State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP), Six Year Construction
Work Program (CWP), and Long Range Plan

e Middle Georgia and MciIntosh Trail RDC's Bicycle and Pedestrian Plans

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study 8 f"’w
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2006 - 2008 STIP &
2008-2013 Construction Work Program

Monroe County

Map Prime Work Construction
Id Projectid Type Description Program, Date
. SR 18 southbound 13.7-15.2/Monroe/eastbound
M-1] 321370 | Passing Lanes|; 3 3 /westbound 3.38-5.1/TL 5.10-5.6 STP LR
. SR 19 from CR 73/King Road to 0.5 mile east of
M-2 | 342920 |Passing Lanes CR 74/Hill Road STP LR
M-3 | 0007045 Bridges ER 42 at Tobesofkee Creek 2 mile south of Bridge 2008
orsyth
M-4 | 0007046 Bridges SR 83 at Towaliga River Bridge 2009
M-5 | 0007219 | [Ntersection \op yq/)5 41 at SR 18 STP NA
Improvement
: . Commuter Rail Griffin to Macon/Bibb — Houston
M-6 | 371800 | Rail Projects County — Phase 4 HPP NA
M-7 | 0007599 Sidewalk  |Sidewalk & Streetscape in Downtown Forsyth NHS NA

Source: GDOT Office of Planning
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2006 - 2008 STIP &

2008-2013 Construction Work Program

HENRY

LAMAR

JASPER

~—

Legend
meEes Passing Lanes
mem=e Roadway Project
oeees Widening
B Brdges
®  sidewalks
4 Intersection improvement

PUTNAM

B/
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Crash History

Monroe County Crash Locations

Roadway Intersection Crashes Fatalities Injuries
SR83/Lee Street US 41/Main Street 30 0 10

Source: CARE Database

Crash Locations and Severity

Legend
A 2003-2006 Active Crash Intersection (20+)
®  2003-2007 Railroad Crash Points
4  2004-2006 Fatal Crash Points

JASPER/| Pedestrian Crashes
SEVERITY

¥ Fatal crash
2% Injury Crash

€ Non-njury Crash |I|.NA M

TAITHro

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study 11
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Bridges
e 46 Bridges in Monroe County

o 7 Bridges in Need of Maintenance or Rehabilitation
o 9 Bridges in Need of Maintenance or Rehabilitation in the next 20 years

o 2 Bridges currently in GDOT's Construction Work Program

Bridge Sufficiency Ratings

& NEWTON

Legend
City Boundaries
JASPH gridge sufficiency Rating
75.1- 1000
a 50.1-75.0
- () - 500
pr—————— PUTNAM

LAMAR

12

HNTB
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Freight & Rail

GDOT - Georgia Rail Freight Plan Update, 2000

2 Lines Operated in Monroe County
= Norfolk Southern -22 miles of Track
= Upto 45 Trains /Up to 47 Trains
»= 52 Million Gross Ton Miles/Mile (MGTM/M)
e Rail Safety
o 78 Crossings
= 76 At-Grade Crossings
= 2 Underpasses
o 3lIncidents reported to the Federal Railroad Administration (2000-2006).
o 10 Incidents at rail crossings that don't include trains.

e Commodities/Freight - Originating/Terminating in the County
o Non-metallic Mineral Products
o Coal

e Commodities/Freight - Transported Through the County
o Clay, Concrete, Glass and Stone Products

o Lumber and Wood Products
o Chemicals and Allied Products
o Hazardous Materials
o Pulp and Paper
o Food Products
o Mixed Shipments
Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study 13
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Rail Locations and Truck Routes

PN
A

Wjﬁ ﬂ‘v';i L 2 :::::ﬂonal Network

I Eg%l%%ﬁ P JASPER| e

¥

g

b %gk- i s Ofher National Routes
' @__ v -
g Railroad

Rail Operator

Inactive
—— Norfolk Southem

HENRY
[

PUTNAM

LAMAR [ G ey o U JONES™ _ B/
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Multi-Modal (Bike/Ped, Aviation & Transit)

Monroe County Bike/Ped

Locations to examine for walking/biking potential:

Existing Schools:

Hubbard Elementary School (adjacent site to Hubbard Middle School)

558 Hwy 83 South, Forsyth

Hubbard Middle School

500 Hwy 83 South, Forsyth

T.G. Scott Elementary School (adjacent site to Banks Stephens Middle School)
70 Thornton Road, Forsyth

Banks Stephens Middle School

66 Thornton Road, Forsyth

9th Grade Campus (adjacent to Mary Persons High School, Monroe County
Achievement Center, and Board of Education Building)

25 Brooklyn Avenue, Forsyth

Mary Persons High School

300 Montpelier Avenue, Forsyth

Monroe County Achievement Center

25A Brooklyn Avenue, Forsyth

Monroe Academy

433 Hwy 41 South, Forsyth

Planned Schools:

New Pre-K-5" grade (open to students in Fall 2009 with grades 6-8 open 3-5 years
out)(large housing development adjacent - Denrick Development - Grand Point)
1289 Hwy 83 North, Forsyth (near Bunn Road)

Other Destinations:

Monroe County Library

62 West Main Street

Forsyth, GA 31029

High Falls State Park

County Recreation Centers

Rum Creek Wildlife Management Area
Lake Juliette

Local Parks

Crash Statistics:
2004-2006: Bicycle Pedestrian Crashes: 1 property damage only, 7 injuries, 2 fatalities

Existing Bike/Ped Details:

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study 15 ("N
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State Bicycle Route - Central Route Corridor Route #15 enters Monroe County on US
41/SR 18 at Lamar Count Line southeast to Forsyth continuing on US 41 to the Bibb
County Line.

RDC Plan Recommendations:
4 foot bike lane on US 41 from lamar County Line to Bibb County Line

e 2 foot bike lane on Estes Road from Bibb County Line northeast to Red Oak Drive
e 2 foot bike lane on Red Oak Drive from Estes Road east to US 41
e 2 foot bike lane on Juliette Road from US 41 northeast to Jones County Line
Bicycle/Pedestrian Existing and Planned Facilities
A, NEWTON
HENRY
Legend

I Esisting Schoal

h JAS PER I Proposed School

DING semee Rails-to-Trails

s Proposed On-Road Bike Facilifies
m— Long Range Bike Routes
m—— GDOT Bike Route

PUTNAM

LAMAR e JLD _ i e La )
K : 5. 7/ P! S\ B2

IN

TIAIThACS

Aviation: No local airport- Comprehensive plan calls for consideration in the future

Public Transportation: Assistance is provided for those who qualify for Department of
Human Resources Assistance (elderly, disabled, and other qualified participants).
Planning efforts will determine how the program may be enhanced and if a rural transit
program should be implemented.

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study 16
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Model Development

* Network Development
o Functional Class
= Capacity
= Speeds
o Number of Lanes
o Traffic Counts
e Traffic Analysis Zones (TAZ)
o Census Blocks
o Natural Boundaries

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study 17




Population Distribution in 2000

HENRY <
y
Block Group Population

. =3 BG POP

A # JASPER| | yss.0m
[ lamr-1506
B 1507 - 1862

PUTNAM

Population Change from 1900 to 2000

1900 - 2000 Population Change

25000

20000

é 15000 —e—Butts
= —=— Jones
S M

& 10000 onroe

5000

1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000
Year

Source: US Census
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Local Issues & Opportunities

Background on Key Transportation Issues in the Study Area

Safety

Congestion

Transit

Bicycle & Pedestrian

Desired Projects or Improvements
Development Areas

Political Realities

Local Issues and Opportunities

Ve ) e
A NEWTOI:/_/ \f

% Legend

L Existing School
L Proposed Schoal
&  Local Issues

HENRY

Lj r @ RR Crossing Issue
) : E vy W sight Distance Issues
st aJ_.-g:\mﬂ & : Sy aw JASP E R s Traffic and Operational Issues
Y [ T \ | & ) mmmme Truck Traffic Issues
PN Potential Development Areas
’ Interchange
Bike-Ped Opportunities

PUTNAM
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Transportation Issues & Needs

A. What do you see as the three greatest transportation issues or concerns in your
County?

B. What transportation corridors are of most interest to you in terms of the
Transportation Study?

C. What do you think is the relationship between transportation and land use in the
Study Area?

D. Given this is a Plan that discusses short-range and long-range transportation
issues, what is the best way to reach out to citizens and community groups to
involve them in the Transportation Study?

E. What funding sources should be used to pay for future transportation
improvements in the Study Area? Which sources should not be used?

F. If you could share one major message with the Project Team, what would it be?

G. How engaged do you think Study Area residents want to be in discussing
transportation and land use issues and the Transportation Study?

H. What do you see as the transportation “Hot Spot” in the study area?

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study 20 f"’w
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I. What aspects of the transportation system are important to you TODAY and what
aspects will be important to you in 2035 (25 years from now). Please rank
importance of the following transportation strategies as “High", “Medium” or

' LOW”.
Level of Level of
Importance | Importance
to You to You in
Transportation Needs Today 2035

Relieving traffic congestion on I-75

Providing adequate evacuation and emergency routes

Improving roadway safety

Addressing truck travel

Adding or coordinating traffic signals, building turn lanes, and adding other
features to improve traffic flow

Adding new roadway capacity (widened roads) to the transportation system

Adding new roadway capacity (new roads) to the transportation system

Dealing with problems associated with railroad crossings

Building more north-south roadways to better connect areas within the County

Building more east-west roadways to better connect areas within the County

Providing good walking and bicycling paths near schools, libraries, parks and
shopping areas, etc

Improving safety for bicyclists and pedestrians

Developing better public transportation services for seniors and disabled
people

Providing public transportation (bus) services to residents

Providing adequate resources to operate and maintain our existing
transportation system

Coordination between Counties for Transportation

J. Do you have any other issues or concerns that you would like to see dealt with in
the Transportation Study?

K. What do you expect as the outcome of this study?
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Goals and Objectives

Goals and objectives are components of the long range planning process. They guide the
development of the Plan by providing a basis for evaluating Transportation Plan
alternatives. Goals and objectives reflect those intentions that the plan is meant to
achieve.

Factors to Consider

Economics & Development
Safety

Accessibility

Employment

Environment

Efficiency

Preservation

Developing Goals and Objectives

What are the County’s Mobility Needs?

What Types of Transportation Improvements?

Are Multi-Modal Improvements Needed in the County?
Which Improvements are the Most Important to the County?
What are Transportation Quality of Life Factors?

Comprehensive Plan Goals

Improve local road network to accommodate growth in northern and southern
Monroe County.

Develop an interconnected Network of bikeways and walkways.

Develop a countywide transit development plan.

Develop a road classification system that IDs arterial and collector roads
Establish a pedestrian friendly atmosphere in downtown Forsyth.

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study 22 f"’w
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Public Workshop #1

Week of October 22 or 29- TBD
Forsyth, GA

Format - Open House (2 Hours)
e Formal Presentation (15 Minutes)
e Formal Q&A (10-15 Minutes)
e Display Boards
e Comment Sheets

Get the News Out!!

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study
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Next Steps

e Complete Existing Conditions Report

e Complete Travel Demand Model

e Develop Future Operating Conditions

e Identify Preliminary Existing and Future Deficiencies

e Schedule Next Advisory Group Meeting (February/March)

2007 2008

July August September  October November December @ January February March

Develop
Transportation Plan

Public
Involvement

Data Collection

Evaluate Existing &
Future Operating
Conditions
Alternatives
Development

Develop 2035
Transportation Plan

P [l
@ Public Workshop Notice [#in| Public Workshop

=
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Butts, Jones, and Monroe Counties Multi-Modal Transportation Study
Jones County Study Advisory Group — Meeting #1
October 10, 2007, 10AM to 12PM
Jones County Government Center

Attendees:

Radney Simpson, GDOT Planning Laten Boniol, Jones County, Public Works
Pam Christopher, Jones County Chamber and Mike Underwood, Jones County, Administrator
Development Authority Kelly Gwin, GDOT Planning

Harry Goff, Jones County Board of Education Mary Huffstetler, MPH & Associates

Phil Clark, Middle Georgia RDC Tim Hatton, HNTB

Tom Queen, GDOT District 3 Claudia Bilotto, HNTB

John Conn, Conn Realty, Inc. Johnny Han, HNTB

Larry Beck, Jones County (Safety)
Handouts:

Meeting Agenda
Study Advisory Committee Packet

Meeting Summary:

As part of the Butts, Jones, and Monroe Counties Multi-Modal Transportation Study, a Study Advisory
Group meeting was held in Jones County to discuss county-specific issues related to transportation and
growth. Local participants from the Jones County community represented a diverse range of
perspectives including the business community and local agencies.

Kelly Gwin, GDOT Project Manager, welcomed the group and thanked them for coming. She introduced
the project team and led off self-introductions. She turned the floor over to Claudia Bilotto, HNTB, to
begin the presentation. Ms. Bilotto began a PowerPoint Presentation providing an overview of the
transportation study and process and the role in which the study advisory group plays. Members were
encouraged to help get the word out regarding upcoming public meetings in the county, scheduled for
October 23, from 5PM to 7PM. Additionally, Ms. Bilotto provided flyers to the attendees for distribution in
the community to advertise the meeting.

Following the presentation, Ms. Bilotto led the group through the information packet summarizing existing
conditions in the county and explained that one of the goals of the day’s meeting was to develop a set of
goals and objectives that can be incorporated as part of the study. Specific topics included the following:

Planned and Programmed Projects

Safety

Bridges

Freight Networks for Rail and Trucks

Public Transportation

Aviation

Travel Demand Model Development

Bicycle and Pedestrian Existing and Planned Projects
Local Issues and Opportunities
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Existing and Future Conditions Discussion:

Ms. Bilotto then led the group through a list of broad transportation needs to generate discussion
regarding specific interest areas now and in the future. The following table illustrates the level of

importance now and in year 2035.

Level of Level of
Transportation Needs Importance Importance in
Today 2035
Relieving traffic congestion on I-75 Medium High
Providing adequate evacuation and emergency routes Low Medium
Improving roadway safety High High
Addressing truck travel High High
Adding or coordinating traffic signals, building turn lanes, and adding ) )
. ] High High
other features to improve traffic flow
Adding new roadway capacity (widened roads) to the transportation ) )
High High
system
Adding new roadway capacity (new roads) to the transportation )
High Low
system
Dealing with problems associated with railroad crossings Low-Medium Low-Medium
Improving more north-south roadways to better connect areas within ) )
High High
the County
Improving more east-west roadways to better connect areas within . ) . )
Medium-High Medium-High
the County
Providing good walking and bicycling paths near schools, libraries, ) )
) High High
parks, and shopping areas
Improving safety for bicyclists and pedestrians High High
Developing better public transportation services for seniors and . )
. Low Medium-High
disabled people
Providing public transportation (bus) services to residents Low Medium-High
Providing adequate resources to operate and maintain our ) )
. High High
transportation system
Coordination between Counties for transportation High High
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General Discussion: Comments from the group are summarized below:

Series of dirt roads that connect SR 44 and SR 11 need paving
Green Settlement Road/ Hwy 129
o A safety study for traffic signal concluded a signal was not warranted
o As an alternative, a suggestion was made to improve warning devices on approaches
Haddock citizens have requested reduced speeds through town
o Current the speed limit is 45 mph
o Other measures should also be considered
o Trish Ann Antiques shop should be included as Haddock representative
o Mike England GDOT District 3 representative can provide guidance
o GDOT Commissioner was approached about this issue in June 2007
Upper River Road
o 2 fatalities in the “S-curve”
o Local project, with some GDOT support funding, is addressing this issue
Industrial park with access to southern rail line
o 10 trains per day, currently, but should increase to 15-20 in future
o Warehouse distribution likely occupiers of the site
Train increases will increase safety issues
o Design of main rail crossing at US 129 in Gray needs evaluation; truck trailers have issue
crossing it
Four-lane road from Gray Bypass north to Putnam County needs to be scheduled sooner than
long-range as Bypass construction will generate need for 4-lane road
Better access to I-16 needed
o Hwy 57 to I-16 may realize increased truck traffic with new industrial park
o Jeffersonville Road/Emery Hwy/Ocmulgee East Blvd
East-West / Cross County connector
o Study was completed; Jones County does not have an interest (public opposition)
o Projects in this area need to be in the Macon MPO
Connect Gray to proposed Rails-to-Trails facility
o Safe Routes to Schools program needs to be used
o Clifton Ridge Development of Regional Impact — new subdivision could be designed to
have a connection to Clifton Middle School

Funding for bike and pedestrian projects
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o National Scenic Byway Funding
o Safe Routes to Schools Program
= area needs to be identified in a plan to receive funds
o Transportation Enhancement
o Rails-to-Trails
o State funding in conjunction with widening
e Bus traffic from elementary and high school and Gray Station Middle School could be connected
with new road to avoid Hwy 18, Railroad Street, Bill Conn Parkway
o Would have ancillary benefit to Cumslo Road and Hwy 18
e SR 96 proposed to be four-lane road (Fall line Freeway put on shelf in this area)
e SPLOST will end in 2009 ($12 million total, with about $2million for transportation)

Summary of Top Concerns:

¢ Roads connecting to I-75 likely to see more traffic in future
¢ Bottleneck around high school on Hwy 18 could be issue in an emergency situation
e |ssues at peak traffic times and Saturday college football games
e Downtown Gray operational improvements needed
e Gray Bypass and Cross-County connector are two high priority projects
e Railroad crossings could be issues with increased train traffic
e Hwy 57 to I-16 is a needed north-south connection
e More alternatives route to Macon needed
¢ Need 4-lane road between Milledgeville and Gray
e Shoulders and wider lanes on the following:
o Lite-N-Tie Road
o Cumslo Road
o Green Settlement Road
o Stagecoach Road
o Joycliff Road
o Upper River Road
o Morton Road

o Turner Woods Road

Page 4 of 4



Butts Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study

Jones County Advisory Committee
Kick-Off Meeting - October 10, 2007 HNTB
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Butts, Jones & Monroe Transportation Study

Agenda

1.0 Study Team Members

2.0 Study Overview

3.0 Public Involvement Plan

4.0 Data Collection

5.0 Model Development

6.0 Local Issues & Opportunities
7.0 Goals & Objectives

8.0 Public Workshop #1

9.0 Next Steps

Action Items for Today's Meeting
e Transportation Issues & Needs
e Development Opportunities
e Goals & Objectives
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Study Team Members

Agency

Contact

Phone

Email

GDOT - Planning

Radney Simpson

404-657-6689

radney.simpson@dot.state.ga.us

GDOT - Planning

Kelly Gwin

404-651-5330

Kelly.Gwin@dot.state.ga.us

GDOT - Planning

Matthew Fowler

404-657-6916

Matthew.fowler@dot.state.ga.us

HNTB - Project Manager

Claudia Bilotto

404-946-5747

cbilotto@hntb.com

HNTB - Senior Planner

Tim Hatton

404-946-5755

thatton@hntb.com

MPH & Associates

Mary Huffstetler

404-210-6123

maryhuffstetler@bellsouth.net

GDOT - District 3

Thomas Howell

706-646-6900

thomas.howell@dot.state.ga.us

GDOT - District 3 David Millen 706-646-6987 | david.millen@dot.state.ga.us
GDOT - District 3 Tom Queen 706-646-6317 tom.queen@dot.state.ga.us
Middle Georgia RDC Phil Clark 478-751-6160 pclark@mgrdc.org

Mclntosh Trail RDC

Robert Hiett

770-227-6308

rhiett@cityofgriffin.com

Monroe County
Road Superintendent

Sid Banks

478-994-7029

Butts County
Planning Director

Steven Lease

770-775-8210

srlease@buttscounty.org

Jones County
Administrator

Mike Underwood

478-986-8219

mikeunderwood®@alltel.net
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Study Advisory Group Members (Jones County)

Contact Organization Phone Email

Pam Christopher Jones County Chamber of Commerce
Velma McFadden | The Plan Group 478-932-5773
Candy McMahon Conn Realty 478-318-6759
Carol Miller Jones County Board of Education 478-986-6373 | camiller@jones.k12.ga.us
Wayne Garrett Jones County School System 478-986-3032 | wgarrett@ijones.k12.ga.us
Harry Goff Jones County Schools - Transportation 478-986-6373 | hgoff@jones.k12.ga.us
Tim Pitrowski Jones County Planning & Zoning 478-986-5117 | timpitrowski@alltel.net
Cheryl Harrington | DHR Region 6 Transportation Office 478-757-2530
Charlie Cruz Middle Georgia Community Action Agency | 478-922-4464 | ccruze@mgcaa.org
Decius Aaron City of Gray Superintendent 478-986-5433
Pat Daniel Better Hometown 478-986-5199 | daniels244@alltel.net
Steve McClendon | Tri County EMC
Laten Bonoil Jones County Public Works 478-986-8112
John Conn Conn Realty 478-461-1421
Greg Mullis Jones County Development Authority

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study 4
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Study Overview

PHASE |
1. Data Collection
a. Previous Studies
b. GIS Data
c. Socio-Economic Data
Existing Conditions Inventory
Travel Demand Mode/
2. Public Involvement
Public Involvement Process
Goals & Objectives
3. Develop Evaluation Factors
Evaluation Factors
4. Evaluate Existing Conditions
a. Multi-Modal Assessment
b. Goals and Objectives
c. Safety
Summary of Existing Operating Conditions
5. Future Conditions Evaluation
a. Travel Demand Model
b. Key Points
i. Socio-Economic Data
ii. Household Data
iii. Business Data
Summary of Future Operating Conditions

PHASE Il
6. ldentify Improvements

a. Strategy Screening for Types of Improvements

i. Needs
ii. Parallel Relief
iii. Network Connectivity
iv. Access Improvements
v. Reconstruction
vi. Safety
7. Develop Cost Estimates
8. Financial Resources and Funding
Multi-Modal Transportation Plan

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study 5
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Public Involvement Process

1. Public Involvement Process
a. Detailed
b. Flexible
c. Measures to Evaluate Performance

2. Study Advisory Group

Development of Goals and Objectives

Review Existing Deficiencies and Issues
Development Opportunities

Identify and Review Potential Improvements
Identify Institutional Barriers and Opportunities
Meet 1-2 Weeks Prior to Public Workshops

i. October 2007

ii. February/March 2008

TP an T

3. Public Workshops
a. 2 Rounds of Workshops with 1 Workshop in each County (6 total Workshops)
b. Public Workshop Structure
i. Workshop #1- Overview of Existing and Future Operating Conditions
(October 2007)
ii. Workshop #2 - Preliminary Improvement Recommendations
(February/March 2008)
c. ldentify Specific, Possible Locations for Workshops
d. Appropriate Instruments to Post Notices
i. Press Release
ii. Newsletters
iii. Website
e. Mailing List/Key Invitees
f.  Small Group Meetings

4. Coordination with Other Meetings Occurring in the Study Area

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study 6 f"’w
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Data Collection

Data Collection
Items

Responsible
Parties

Data Sources

Status

Background
Information and
Studies

HNTB

GDOT

Middle Georgia RDC
Mclntosh Trail RDC
Counties/Cities

Completed

RC Data

HNTB /GDOT

GDOT

Completed

Bridge Inventory

HNTB /GDOT

GDOT

Completed

Crash Data

HNTB /GDOT

GDOT

Completed

Land Use Plans

HNTB

Middle Georgia RDC
MciIntosh Trail RDC
Counties

In Progress

Rural Transit

MPH

Middle Georgia RDC
Mclintosh Trail RDC
Counties

Completed

Freight

MPH

GDOT

Middle Georgia RDC
MciIntosh Trail RDC
Counties

Completed

Rail

MPH

GDOT

Middle Georgia RDC
MciIntosh Trail RDC
Counties

Completed

Aviation

MPH

GDOT Statewide
Aviation System Plan

Completed

Bicycle and
Pedestrian

MPH

GDOT

Middle Georgia RDC
Mclntosh Trail RDC
Counties

Completed

Socioeconomic Data

HNTB

Middle Georgia RDC
Mclintosh Trail RDC
Counties

Completed

Development Areas

HNTB

Middle Georgia RDC
Mcintosh Trail RDC
Counties

Completed

GIS Data

HNTB

GDOT

Middle Georgia RDC
Mcintosh Trail RDC
Counties/Cities

In Progress

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study
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Previous/Ongoing Studies and Plans

e Comprehensive Plans
o Documentation of Existing and Future Land Use
o Understanding of Development Areas
o Documentation of Growth Areas
o Documentation of Infrastructure Expansion

= Utilities
=  Sewer
= Schools

= Parks and Recreation

Transportation Plan Coordinates with Comprehensive Plan to ensure
Consistency with Community Goals and Objectives

e GDOT Interstate System Plan
o No improvements are recommended in study area

e GDOT Truck Lanes Needs Identification Study
o Recommendations late 2007

O

e GDOT State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP), Six Year Construction
Work Program (CWP), and Long Range Plan

e Middle Georgia and MciIntosh Trail RDC's Bicycle and Pedestrian Plans

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study 8 f"’w
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2006 - 2008 STIP &
2008-2013 Construction Work Program

Jones County

J-1 | 0001040 Widening  |SR 44 from Gray Bypass to CR 104/Mathis Road| STP LR
) A SR 44 from Mathis Road/Jones County to US

J-2 | 231620 Widening 441/Putnam County STP LR
) — SR 22 from Gray Bypass/Jones County to SR 29

J-8 | 232350 | Widening | o Milledgeville Baldwin County STP LR

J-4 | 332450 Widening 1852 49 widening from Griswoldville Road to SR STP LR

J-5 | 370860 Bridges  |CR 28 west of Clinton at Chehaw Creek Bridge LR
) . CR 133/County Line Road at Commissioner ;

J-6 | 371180 Bridges Creek west of Baldwin County line Bridge LR
) ; CR 133/County Line Road at Commissioner .

J-7| 37118l Bridges Creek west of Baldwin County line Bridge LR

Roadway |SR 899/Gray North Bypass from SR 18
J-8 | 322540 Project northeast to SR 22 STP 2012
J-9 | 0007603 | Streetscape |Sidewalks and bike trails in Gray HPP 2008

Source: GDOT Office of Planning

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study 9




2006 - 2008 STIP &

2008-2013 Construction Work Program

HENRY

LAMAR

JASPER

~—

Legend
meEes Passing Lanes
mem=e Roadway Project
oeees Widening
B Brdges
®  sidewalks
4 Intersection improvement

PUTNAM

B/
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Crash History

Jones County Crash Locations

Antebellum Trail at
SR11at SR18 Forsyth Highway 34 0 10
SR at CR 3 Antebellum Tr.all at Old 35 0 10
Macon Gray Highway
Antebellum Trail at
SR1at CR19 Greene Settlement Road e2 0 12
SR 49 at CR 182 SR 49 at Joycliff Road 23 0 10
Antebellum Trail at RL
SR11atCR179 Wheeler Road 21 0 5

Source: CARE Database
Crash Locations and Severity

- ~ i

NEWTON ,— ~__—

HENRY

Legend
A 2003-2006 Active Crash Intersection (20+)
®  2003-2007 Railroad Crash Points
+  2004-2006 Fatal Crash Points

JASPER| Pedestrian Crashes
SEVERITY

¥ Fatal crash
‘=:= Injury Crash

€ Non-njury Crash FNA M

LAMAR i I N\ G > IONES™, B/

TAITHro \
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Bridges
e 72 Bridges in Jones County

o 6 Bridges in Need of Maintenance or Rehabilitation
o 21Bridges in Need of Maintenance or Rehabilitation in the next 20 years

o 2 Bridges are currently in GDOT's Construct Work Program

Bridge Sufficiency Ratings

& NEWTON

Legend
City Boundaries
JASPH gridge sufficiency Rating
75.1- 1000
a 50.1-75.0
- () - 500
pr—————— PUTNAM

LAMAR

12
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Freight & Rail

GDOT - Georgia Rail Freight Plan Update, 2000

2 Lines Operated in Jones County by Norfolk Southern (36 miles of track)
= Madison-Macon Line along Highway 11 (5 trains per day)
3 Million Gross Ton Miles/Mile (MGTM/M)
= Southern portion of the County in Macon vicinity (10 trains per day)
29 Million Gross Ton Miles/Mile (MGTM/M)

e Inactive CSX Rail Line from Central Jones to Milledgeville (17 Miles)

e Rail Safety
o 49 Crossings
= 48 At-Grade Crossings
= 1Underpasses
o 2 Incidents reported to the Federal Railroad Administration (2000-2006).
o 15 Incidents at rail crossings that don't include trains.

e Commodities/Freight - Originating/Terminating in the County
o Non-metallic Mineral Products

e Commodities/Freight - Transported Through the County
o Clay, Concrete, Glass and Stone Products

o Lumber and Wood Products
o Coal
o Chemicals and Allied Products
o Hazardous Materials
o Pulp and Paper
o Food Products
o Mixed Shipments
Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study 13

& HNTB



Rail Locations and Truck Routes

PN
A

Wjﬁ ﬂ‘v';i L 2 :::::ﬂonal Network

I Eg%l%%ﬁ P JASPER| e

¥

g

b %gk- i s Ofher National Routes
' @__ v -
g Railroad

Rail Operator

Inactive
—— Norfolk Southem

HENRY
[

PUTNAM

LAMAR [ G ey o U JONES™ _ B/
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Multi-Modal (Bike/Ped, Aviation & Transit)

Jones County Bike/Ped
Locations to examine for walking/biking potential:

Existing Schools:

Mattie Wells Primary School
101 Mattie Wells Drive, Macon
Wells Elementary School

512 Hwy 49, Macon

Dames Ferry Elementary School
545 Hwy 18 West, Gray

Gray Elementary School

272 Railroad Street, Gray
Califf Middle School

110 Maggie Califf Street, Gray
Clifton Ridge Middle School
169 Dusty Lane, Macon

Gray Station Middle School
324 Hwy 18 East, Gray

Jones County High School
339 Railroad Street, Gray

Planned Schools:

New Elementary School (open to students in 2010)

On Turner Woods Road near Morton - traffic will access site via SR 22 and Altman
- this site is planned to also have a Middle school in Long Range

New High School (accepting students 8-10 years away)

On Howard Roberts Road (which makes a horseshoe and intersects SR 18 twice).
The site will be one mile from the eastern intersection of Howard Roberts Road
and SR 18 and also one mile from Dames Ferry Elementary.

New Primary or Middle School (on hold - Long Range)

On Huckabee Road within one quarter mile of SR 18 West

Other Destinations:

Jones County Library

146 Railroad Street

Gray, GA 31032

County Recreation Centers
Piedmont National Wildlife Refuge
Jarrell Plantation

Hillsboro Lake

Downtown Gray

Local Parks

Crash Statistics:

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study 15 ("N
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2004-2006: Bicycle Pedestrian Crashes: 6 injuries

Existing Bike/Ped Recommendations from RDC Plan:
e (Ocmulgee Heritage Shared Use Trail from Juliette Road south to Bibb County Line
e 2 foot bike lane on Juliette Road from Monroe County Line east to SR 11
e 4 foot bike lane from Jasper County Line south to SR 22 in Gray
[ ]

2 foot bike lane on Railroad Street/Cumslo Road form SR 22 south to inactive
Norfolk Southern Line

e 10 foot Rails to Trails path on inactive Norfolk Southern Line from Bibb County
Line northeast to Baldwin County Line

Bicycle/Pedestrian Existing and Planned Facilities

A NEWTON _,

HENRY

Legend
m=ses Ralls-o-Tralls
e - ' JASPER| == Proposed On-Road Bike Facilities
v | ong Range Bike Routes
S FLOVILLA * — GDOT Bike Route
PN Loy L Existing School
) L Proposed schoal

PUTNAM

LAMAR

IN

7 N\.CULLODEN __

TIAIThACS

Aviation: No local airport.

Public Transportation: 5311 Rural Transit Program operated by the Middle Georgia
Community Action Agency (MGCAA). The system is a fare-based, demand-response
system providing access to shopping, medical, educational, employment, and social
activity centers. A van must be reserved 24 hours in advance and operates Monday

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study 16




through Fridays, 8AM to 5PM. The cost is $2.00 per trip. Vans will provide service up to
a 50-mile radius for $4.00 per round trip. Three vans are currently operated.

A fourth van is operated for those who qualify for Georgia Department of Human
Resources (DHR) assistance.

The transit system’s current number of trips is significant when compared to counties of
similar size. When considering future needs, it should be noted that the Jones County
Comprehensive Plan projects a 111% increase in senior citizens by 2025, and this
population is likely to place additional demands on the system based on current ridership
statistics.

A recent planning initiative by DHR Region 6 - The Human Services Transportation
Coordination Plan - documents the need for additional services in the future.

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study 17 ﬂ{"\ﬂ
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Model Development

e Network Development
o Functional Class
= Capacity
= Speeds
o Number of Lanes
o Traffic Counts
e Traffic Analysis Zones (TAZ)
o Census Blocks
o Natural Boundaries

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study 18




Population Distribution in 2000

HENRY <
y
Block Group Population

. =3 BG POP

A # JASPER| | yss.0m
[ lamr-1506
B 1507 - 1862

PUTNAM

Population Change from 1900 to 2000

1900 - 2000 Population Change

25000

20000

é 15000 —e—Butts
= —=— Jones
S M

& 10000 onroe

5000

1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000
Year

Source: US Census
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Local Issues & Opportunities

Background on Key Transportation Issues in the Study Area

Safety

Congestion

Transit

Bicycle & Pedestrian

Desired Projects or Improvements
Development Areas

Political Realities

Local Issues and Opportunities

Ve ) e
A NEWTOI:/_/ \f

% Legend
L Existing School
L Proposed Schoal
&  Local Issues
@ RRCrossing Issue
W sight Distance |ssues

'“d”gnal@‘{", - : : - e JASPER| == Traffic and Operational Issues

HENRY

=mmme Truck Traffic Issues

PN Potential Development Areas
’ Interchange

Bike-Ped Opportunities

PUTNAM
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Transportation Issues & Needs

A. What do you see as the three greatest transportation issues or concerns in your
County?

B. What transportation corridors are of most interest to you in terms of the
Transportation Study?

C. What do you think is the relationship between transportation and land use in the
Study Area?

D. Given this is a Plan that discusses short-range and long-range transportation
issues, what is the best way to reach out to citizens and community groups to
involve them in the Transportation Study?

E. What funding sources should be used to pay for future transportation
improvements in the Study Area? Which sources should not be used?

F. If you could share one major message with the Project Team, what would it be?

G. How engaged do you think Study Area residents want to be in discussing
transportation and land use issues and the Transportation Study?

H. What do you see as the transportation “Hot Spot” in the study area?

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study 21 f"’w
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I. What aspects of the transportation system are important to you TODAY and what
aspects will be important to you in 2035 (25 years from now). Please rank
importance of the following transportation strategies as “High", “Medium” or

' LOW”.
Level of Level of
Importance | Importance
to You to You in
Transportation Needs Today 2035

Relieving traffic congestion on I-75

Providing adequate evacuation and emergency routes

Improving roadway safety

Addressing truck travel

Adding or coordinating traffic signals, building turn lanes, and adding other
features to improve traffic flow

Adding new roadway capacity (widened roads) to the transportation system

Adding new roadway capacity (new roads) to the transportation system

Dealing with problems associated with railroad crossings

Building more north-south roadways to better connect areas within the County

Building more east-west roadways to better connect areas within the County

Providing good walking and bicycling paths near schools, libraries, parks and
shopping areas, etc

Improving safety for bicyclists and pedestrians

Developing better public transportation services for seniors and disabled
people

Providing public transportation (bus) services to residents

Providing adequate resources to operate and maintain our existing
transportation system

Coordination between Counties for Transportation

J. Do you have any other issues or concerns that you would like to see dealt with in
the Transportation Study?

K. What do you expect as the outcome of this study?

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study 22 ﬂ{"\ﬂ
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Goals and Objectives

Goals and objectives are components of the long range planning process. They guide the
development of the Plan by providing a basis for evaluating Transportation Plan
alternatives. Goals and objectives reflect those intentions that the plan is meant to
achieve.

Factors to Consider

Economics & Development
Safety

Accessibility

Employment

Environment

Efficiency

Preservation

Developing Goals and Objectives

What are the County’s Mobility Needs?

What Types of Transportation Improvements?

Are Multi-Modal Improvements Needed in the County?
Which Improvements are the Most Important to the County?
What are Transportation Quality of Life Factors?

Comprehensive Plan Goals

Reduce traffic congestion along Gray Highway corridor.
Reduce traffic in the Gray downtown area.
Establish attractive entranceways along major thoroughfares in Jones County.

Commuter strategies including car and vanpooling to help reduce traffic between
Jones County and the employment centers in Baldwin, Bibb, and Houston Counties.

Provide satisfactory alternative forms of transportation including transit and
bicycle/pedestrian facilities in Gray and Jones County.

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study 23 f"’w
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Public Workshop #1

October 23, 2007, 5pm - 7pm
Jones County Government Center

Format - Open House (2 Hours)
e Formal Presentation (15 Minutes)
e Formal Q&A (10-15 Minutes)
e Display Boards

e Comment Sheets

Get the Word Out!!

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study
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Next Steps

e Complete Existing Conditions Report

e Complete Travel Demand Model

e Develop Future Operating Conditions

e Identify Preliminary Existing and Future Deficiencies

e Schedule Next Advisory Group Meeting (February/March)

2007 2008

July August September  October November December @ January February March

Develop
Transportation Plan

Public
Involvement

Data Collection

Evaluate Existing &
Future Operating
Conditions
Alternatives
Development

Develop 2035
Transportation Plan

P [l
@ Public Workshop Notice [#in| Public Workshop

=
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Butts, Jones, and Monroe Counties Multi-Modal Transportation Study
Jones County Study Advisory Group — Meeting #2
April 7, 2008, 1PM to 3PM
Jones County Administration Building

Attendees:

Radney Simpson, GDOT Planning Tim Pitrowski, Jones County

Kelly Gwin, GDOT Planning Mary Huffstetler, MPH & Associates
Wayne Garrett, Jones County Board of Education Claudia Bilotto, HNTB

Mike Underwood, Jones County Tim Hatton, HNTB

Phil Clark, Middle GA RDC
Handouts:

Meeting Agenda

Jones County Suggested Improvements

Jones County Potential Improvement Maps and ID key
Qualitative and Quantitative Criteria and Scoring
Public Meeting Announcement

Meeting Summary:

This meeting was the second meeting of the Jones County Study Advisory Group for the Butts, Jones,
and Monroe Counties Multi-Modal Transportation Study. The meeting was held to provide an update of
the status of the project tasks completed to date and to discuss the initial list of potential multi-modal
transportation improvements.

Kelly Gwin, GDOT Project Manager, welcomed the group, thanked them for coming, and presented the
study’s findings since the first round of public meetings. She explained to the group that the reason for
the plan is to ensure that each County is able to meet the current and future mobility needs of residents
and businesses and make sure transportation priorities match community priorities. The study will
develop a listing of prioritized transportation projects that coordinate with other planning efforts which will
allow for early identification of funding issues and opportunities.

She then provided an update of the study’s efforts so far. The HNTB team has documented comments
from stakeholder and public meetings which were provided to the group in a hand out. HNTB evaluated
the existing and future conditions, developed preliminary improvement recommendations, and developed
a prioritization strategy. Work has begun on the development of transportation plan documentation.

She turned the floor over to Claudia Bilotto, HNTB, who reviewed the process for identifying deficiencies
and developing preliminary improvements. The HNTB team developed a 3-County Travel Demand Model
with baseline conditions in 2006 that used Census data, traffic counts, employment information from the
Department of Labor, School enroliment, and socioeconomic forecasts for 2015 and 2035, which were
allocated by the County’s local knowledge about expected growth in population and employment. The
HNTB team identified potential improvements based on future transportation deficiencies for a mid-range
of year 2015 and a long-range year of 2035.

Page1of 2



The potential improvements considered included the following:

Capacity Enhancement — Widen existing roads or build new facilities
Parallel Relief — Improve a Corridor Parallel to a Congested Facility
Network Connectivity — Enhance Connectivity of the Highway Network
Access Improvement — Improve Access to a Site or Area
Reconstruction — Improve an Existing Deficient Facility

Safety — Correct a Potential Safety Deficiency

Alternative Modes — Bicycle/Pedestrian, Transit and Rail

The HNTB team has completed the initial screening of improvements against evaluation criteria.

Ms. Bilotto reviewed the potential projects to get feedback from the group. The Study Advisory Group
was provided maps and an identification key that provided information about the projects limits and
locations. Also, the qualitative and quantitative criteria were given to the group for review and comment.
The group approved the criteria used to prioritize the potential improvements. The group reviewed the
potential improvements, which included:

GDOT’s Work Program Projects

Potential roadway widening and operational improvements
Potential intersection safety improvements

Potential bridge replacements

Potential improvements to railroad crossings

Potential bicycle and pedestrian projects

The Study Advisory Group reviewed proposed improvements and provided local knowledge that helped
refine the list of projects.

The public will have an opportunity to review and comment on the potential improvement during a public
meeting scheduled for May 8, 2008. After the public meeting comments are received the improvements
will be refined as needed and the final prioritized list of recommended improvements will be completed.

The next steps are to complete potential project screening and ranking, develop cost estimates, provide
recommendations for financial resources and funding, and finalize the development of long-range
transportation plan (horizon year of 2035).

Members were encouraged to help get the word out regarding upcoming public meetings in the county,
scheduled for Thursday, May 8, 2008 from 5PM to 7PM at the Jones County Government Center.
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Butts, Jones, and Monroe Counties Multi-Modal Transportation Study
Monroe County Study Advisory Group — Meeting #2
April 8, 2007, 10AM to 12PM
Monroe County Clubhouse

Attendees:

Bud Queen, Monroe resident Larry Evans, Monroe County

Jim Peters, Monroe County Kelly Gwin, GDOT Planning

Anita Buice, Monroe County Garth Lynch, HNTB

Sid Banks, Monroe County Mary Huffstetler, MPH & Associates
Bob Rychel, Middle Georgia RDC Tim Hatton, HNTB

David Clark, Georgia Department of Corrections
Handouts:

Meeting Agenda

Monroe County Suggested Improvements

Monroe County Potential Improvement Maps and ID key
Qualitative and Quantitative Criteria and Scoring

Public Meeting Announcement

Meeting Summary:

This meeting was the second meeting of the Monroe County Study Advisory Group for the Butts, Jones,
and Monroe Counties Multi-Modal Transportation Study. The meeting was held to provide an update of
the status of the project tasks completed to date and to discuss the initial list of potential multi-modal
transportation improvements.

Kelly Gwin, GDOT Project Manager, welcomed the group, thanked them for coming, and presented the
study’s findings since the first round of public meetings. She explained to the group that the reason for
the plan is to ensure that each County is able to meet the current and future mobility needs of residents
and businesses and make sure transportation priorities match community priorities. The study will
develop a listing of prioritized transportation projects that coordinate with other planning efforts which will
allow for early identification of funding issues and opportunities.

She then provided an update of the study’s efforts so far. The HNTB team has documented comments
from stakeholder and public meetings which were provided to the group in a hand out. HNTB evaluated
the existing and future conditions, developed preliminary improvement recommendations, and developed
a prioritization strategy. Work has begun on the development of transportation plan documentation.

Ms. Gwin reviewed the process for identifying deficiencies and developing preliminary improvements.
The HNTB team developed a 3-County Travel Demand Model with baseline conditions in 2006 that used
Census data, traffic counts, employment information from the Department of Labor, School enroliment,
and socioeconomic forecasts for 2015 and 2035, which were allocated by the County’s local knowledge
about expected growth in population and employment. The HNTB team identified potential improvements
based on future transportation deficiencies for a mid-range of year 2015 and a long-range year of 2035.
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The potential improvements considered included the following:

Capacity Enhancement — Widen existing roads or build new facilities
Parallel Relief — Improve a Corridor Parallel to a Congested Facility
Network Connectivity — Enhance Connectivity of the Highway Network
Access Improvement — Improve Access to a Site or Area
Reconstruction — Improve an Existing Deficient Facility

Safety — Correct a Potential Safety Deficiency

Alternative Modes — Bicycle/Pedestrian, Transit and Rail

The HNTB team has completed the initial screening of improvements against evaluation criteria.

She turned the floor over to Tim Hatton, HNTB, to go over the potential projects and to get feedback from
the group. The Study Advisory Group was provided maps and an identification key that included
information about the projects limits and locations. Also, the qualitative and quantitative criteria were
given to the group for review and comment. The group agreed that the criteria were appropriate for
Monroe County. Mr. Hatton led the group to go over the potential improvements, which included:

GDOT’s Work Program Projects

Potential roadway widening and operational improvements
Potential intersection safety improvements

Potential bridge replacements

Potential improvements to railroad crossings

Potential bicycle and pedestrian projects

The Study Advisory Group reviewed proposed improvements and provided local knowledge that helped
refine the list of projects.

The public will have an opportunity to review and comment on the potential improvement during a public
meeting scheduled for May 1, 2008. After the public meeting comments are received the improvements
will be refined as needed and the final prioritized list of recommended improvements will be completed.

The next steps are to complete potential project screening and ranking, develop cost estimates, provide
recommendations for financial resources and funding, and finalize the development of long-range
transportation plan (horizon year of 2035).

Members were encouraged to help get the word out regarding upcoming public meetings in the county,
scheduled for May 1, 2008 from 5PM to 7PM.
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Butts, Jones, and Monroe Counties Multi-Modal Transportation Study
Butts County Study Advisory Group — Meeting #2
April 8, 2007, 2PM to 4PM
Butts County Commissioners Meeting Room

Attendees:

Kelly Gwin, GDOT Planning Linda Sisio, Department of Human Resources
Joe Blankenship, Butts County Board of Education Bart White, Industrial Development Authority
Garth Lynch, HNTB Robert Hiett, McIntosh Trail RDC

Cathy Perry, Department of Human Resources Lanier Boatwright, MciIntosh Trail RDC

David Millen, GDOT District 3 Evelyn O’Neal, Liberty Convalescence
Christy Taylor, Butts County Services, Inc.

Alan White, Industrial Development Authority Mary Huffstetler, MPH & Associates

Lou DuFresne, Jackson Lakes HOA Tim Hatton, HNTB

Handouts:

Meeting Agenda

Butts County Suggested Improvements

Butts County Potential Improvement Maps and ID key
Qualitative and Quantitative Criteria and Scoring
Public Meeting Announcement

Meeting Summary:

This meeting was the second meeting of the Butts County Study Advisory Group for the Butts, Jones, and
Monroe Counties Multi-Modal Transportation Study. The meeting was held to provide an update of the
status of the project tasks completed to date and to discuss the initial list of potential multi-modal
transportation improvements.

Kelly Gwin, GDOT Project Manager, welcomed the group, thanked them for coming, and presented the
study’s findings since the first round of public meetings. She explained to the group that the reason for
the plan is to ensure that each County is able to meet the current and future mobility needs of residents
and businesses and make sure transportation priorities match community priorities. The study will
develop a listing of prioritized transportation projects that coordinate with other planning efforts which will
allow for early identification of funding issues and opportunities.

She then provided an update of the study’s efforts so far. The HNTB team has documented comments
from stakeholder and public meetings which were provided to the group in a handout. HNTB evaluated
the existing and future conditions, developed preliminary improvement recommendations, and developed
a prioritization strategy. Work has begun on the development of transportation plan documentation.

Ms. Gwin reviewed the process for identifying deficiencies and developing preliminary improvements.
The HNTB team developed a 3-County Travel Demand Model with baseline conditions in 2006 that used
Census data, traffic counts, employment information from the Department of Labor, School enroliment,
and socioeconomic forecasts for 2015 and 2035, which were allocated by the County’s local knowledge
about expected growth in population and employment. The HNTB team identified potential improvements
based on future transportation deficiencies for a mid-range of year 2015 and a long-range year of 2035.
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The potential improvements considered include the following:

Capacity Enhancement — Widen existing roads or build new facilities
Parallel Relief — Improve a Corridor Parallel to a Congested Facility
Network Connectivity — Enhance Connectivity of the Highway Network
Access Improvement — Improve Access to a Site or Area
Reconstruction — Improve an Existing Deficient Facility

Safety — Correct a Potential Safety Deficiency

Alternative Modes — Bicycle/Pedestrian, Transit and Rail

The HNTB team has completed the initial screening of improvements against evaluation criteria.

Ms. Gwin turned the floor over to Tim Hatton, HNTB, to go over the potential projects and to get feedback
from the group. The Advisory Group members were provided maps and an identification key that
included information about the project limits and locations. Also, the qualitative and quantitative criteria
were given to the group for review and comment. The group agreed that the criteria were appropriate for
Butts County and the GDOT District representative stated it matched GDOT'’s prioritization criteria. Mr.
Hatton led the group through the potential improvements, which included:

GDOT’s Work Program Projects

Potential roadway widening and operational improvements
Potential intersection safety improvements

Potential bridge replacements

Potential improvements to railroad crossings

Potential bicycle and pedestrian projects

The Study Advisory Group reviewed proposed improvements and provided local knowledge that helped
refine the list of projects.

The public will have an opportunity to review and comment on the potential improvement during a public
meeting scheduled for April 29, 2008. After the public meeting comments are received the improvements
will be refined as needed and the final prioritized list of recommended improvements will be completed.

The next steps are to complete potential project screening and ranking, develop cost estimates, provide
recommendations for financial resources and funding, and finalize the development of long-range
transportation plan (horizon year of 2035).

Members were encouraged to help get the word out regarding upcoming public meetings in the county,
scheduled for Tuesday, April 29, 2008 from 5PM to 7PM.
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Butts, Jones, & Monroe Counties
Multi-Modal Transportation Study
Public Meeting Announcement

BUTTS COUNTY o

Public Workshop icile
Tuesday, October 16, 2007 e

6PM to 8PM e TRy

Butts County Administration s

Building
Commissioners Meeting Room
625 West 3rd Street, Jackson
Phone: 770-775-8200

Three - County Study Area

Please join us and provide your input on
transportation needs and issues today and
in the future!

This meeting is a key component of the Butts, Jones, & Monroe Counties
Transportation Study, which will address transportation needs through the year 2035.
During this meeting, we will discuss the study purpose and seek public input related

to the existing and future transportation system. Study information will be on
display. Representatives from Butts County, GDOT, and the study team will be on
hand to discuss the project, answer questions and listen to input.

The meetings will begin with a formal presentation providing an overview of the study;
after that feel free to browse display boards, ask questions, and provide your comments.

For More Information, Contact:

Georgia Department of Transportation
Attention: Ms. Kelly Gwin
#2 Capitol Square, Office of Planning
Atlanta, GA 30334
Phone: (404) 651-5330
E-Mail: kelly.gwin@dot.state.ga.us




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Butts Jones & Monroe Counties Multi-Modal Transportation Study

Public Workshop Scheduled!

Butts County, in association with the Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT), will be conducting a
Public Involvement Workshop on Tuesday, October 16, 2007, from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM at the
County Administration Building, 625 West Third Street, Jackson. The purpose of this meeting is to gather
public input on transportation needs and issues concerning Butts county residents. This meeting is a key
component of the Butts, Jones, & Monroe Counties Transportation Study, which will address
transportation needs through the year 2035. The study is being developed to identify solutions to provide
a safe and efficient transportation system that meets all of the County’s mobility needs. Public input is
needed and has a significant role in the development of this study.

During this meeting, we will discuss the study purpose, study schedule, summarize existing transportation
conditions and seek public input related to the existing and future transportation system. Study
information and plans will be on display. Representatives from Butts County, GDOT, and the project team
members will be on hand to discuss the project, answer questions and listen to recommendations.
Everyone is encouraged to attend this public information meeting. Your participation is important and
Butts County and GDOT want to be aware of any questions or recommendations you may have.

For additional information on the study, or to be added to the project mailing list, please contact Ms. Kelly
Gwin, Georgia Department of Transportation, by phone at (404) 651-5330, or by e-mail at
kelly.gwin@dot.state.ga.us.




Butts, Jones, & Monroe Counties
Multi-Modal Transportation Study
Public Meeting Announcement

JONES COUNTY P

Public Workshop icile
Tuesday, October 23, 2007 e
5PM to 7PM e TRy
Jones County Government s
Center
166 Industrial Boulevard, Gray
Phone: 478-986-6405

Three - County Study Area

Please join us and provide your input on
transportation needs and issues today and
in the future!

This meeting is a key component of the Butts, Jones, & Monroe Counties
Transportation Study, which will address transportation needs through the year 2035.
During this meeting, we will discuss the study purpose and seek public input related

to the existing and future transportation system. Study information will be on
display. Representatives from Jones County, GDOT, and the study team will be on
hand to discuss the project, answer questions and listen to input.

The meetings will begin with a formal presentation providing an overview of the study;
after that feel free to browse display boards, ask questions, and provide your comments.

For More Information, Contact:

Georgia Department of Transportation
Attention: Ms. Kelly Gwin
#2 Capitol Square, Office of Planning
Atlanta, GA 30334
Phone: (404) 651-5330
E-Mail: kelly.gwin@dot.state.ga.us




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Butts Jones & Monroe Counties Multi-Modal Transportation Study

Public Workshop Scheduled!

Jones County, in association with the Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT), will be conducting a
Public Involvement Workshop on Tuesday, October 23, 2007, from 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM at Jones
County Government Center, 166 Industrial Boulevard, Gray. The purpose of this meeting is to gather
public input on transportation needs and issues concerning Jones county residents. This meeting is a
key component of the Butts, Jones, & Monroe Counties Transportation Study, which will address
transportation needs through the year 2035. The study is being developed to identify solutions to provide
a safe and efficient transportation system that meets all of the County’s mobility needs. Public input is
needed and has a significant role in the development of this study.

During this meeting, we will discuss the study purpose, study schedule, summarize existing transportation
conditions and seek public input related to the existing and future transportation system. Study
information and plans will be on display. Representatives from Jones County, GDOT, and the project
team members will be on hand to discuss the project, answer questions and listen to recommendations.
Everyone is encouraged to attend this public information meeting. Your participation is important and
Jones County and GDOT want to be aware of any questions or recommendations you may have.

For additional information on the study, or to be added to the project mailing list, please contact Ms. Kelly
Gwin, Georgia Department of Transportation, by phone at (404) 651-5330, or by e-mail at
kelly.gwin@dot.state.ga.us.




Butts, Jones, & Monroe Counties
Multi-Modal Transportation Study
Public Meeting Announcement

MONROE COUNTY P

Public Workshop jada
Thursday, November 1, 2007 e
5PM to 7PM e R
Monroe County Clubhouse W v
(across from library)
Phelps Street, Forsyth
Phone: 478-994-7029

Three - County Study Area

Please join us and provide your input on
transportation needs and issues today and
in the future!

This meeting is a key component of the Butts, Jones, & Monroe Counties
Transportation Study, which will address transportation needs through the year 2035.
During this meeting, we will discuss the study purpose and seek public input related

to the existing and future transportation system. Study information will be on
display. Representatives from Monroe County, GDOT, and the study team will be on
hand to discuss the project, answer questions and listen to input.

The meetings will begin with a formal presentation providing an overview of the study;
after that feel free to browse display boards, ask questions, and provide your comments.

For More Information, Contact:

Georgia Department of Transportation
Attention: Ms. Kelly Gwin
#2 Capitol Square, Office of Planning
Atlanta, GA 30334
Phone: (404) 651-5330
E-Mail: kelly.gwin@dot.state.ga.us




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Butts Jones & Monroe Counties Multi-Modal Transportation Study

Public Workshop Scheduled!

Monroe County, in association with the Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT), will be conducting
a Public Involvement Workshop on Thursday, November 1, 2007, from 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM at the
Monroe County Clubhouse, Phelps Street, Forsyth (Across from the Library). The purpose of this
meeting is to gather public input on transportation needs and issues concerning Monroe county residents.
This meeting is a key component of the Butts, Jones, & Monroe Counties Transportation Study, which will
address transportation needs through the year 2035. The study is being developed to identify solutions to
provide a safe and efficient transportation system that meets all of the County’s mobility needs. Public
input is needed and has a significant role in the development of this study.

During this meeting, we will discuss the study purpose, study schedule, summarize existing transportation
conditions and seek public input related to the existing and future transportation system. Study
information and plans will be on display. Representatives from Monroe County, GDOT, and the project
team will be on hand to discuss the project, answer questions and listen to recommendations. Everyone
is encouraged to attend this public information meeting. Your participation is important and Monroe
County and GDOT want to be aware of any questions or recommendations you may have.

For additional information on the study, or to be added to the project mailing list, please contact Ms. Kelly
Gwin, Georgia Department of Transportation, by phone at (404) 651-5330, or by e-mail at
kelly.gwin@dot.state.ga.us.




Butts, Jones, & Monroe Counties
Multi-Modal Transportation Study
Public Meeting Announcement

BUTTS COUNTY
Public Workshop
Tuesday, April 29, 2008 Wy
5PM to 7PM
Butts County Administration TR 4
Building

Commissioners Meeting Room
625 West 3rd Street, Jackson

Phone: 770-775-8200

Three - County Study Area

Please join us and provide your input on
transportation needsfa?d is'sues today and in the
uture!

This meeting is part of the Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties
Transportation Study, which will mitigate transportation needs through
the year 2035. During this meeting, the study team will present
potential project recommendations that address transportation issues
iIdentified by Butts County citizens during the initial round of meetings
in fall of 2007. Study information will be on display. Representatives
from Butts County, GDOT, and the study team will be on hand to discuss
the study, answer questions, and listen to input.

The meetings will begin with a formal presentation providing an overview of the study;
after that feel free to browse display boards, ask questions, and provide your comments.

For More Information, Contact:

Georgia Department of Transportation
Attention: Ms. Kelly Gwin
#2 Capitol Square, Office of Planning
Atlanta, GA 30334
Phone: (404) 651-5330
E-Mail: kgwin@dot.ga.gov




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Multi-Modal Transportation Study

Second Public Workshop Scheduled!

Butts County, in association with the Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT), is conducting a
Public Involvement Workshop on Tuesday, April 29, 2008, from 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM at the County
Administration Building located at 625 West Third Street in Jackson, GA. The purpose of this meeting is
to gather public input on potential transportation project recommendations for Butts County. This meeting
is a key component of the Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study, which seeks to mitigate
transportation needs through the year 2035. The study will identify potential solutions to provide a safe
and efficient transportation system in an effort to meet the County’s current and future mobility needs.
Public input is welcomed and has a significant role in the development of this study.

Key study information to be presented at the meeting includes: a summary of key transportation issues,
an overview of the project evaluation process, and potential project recommendations. Representatives
from Butts County, GDOT, and the study team will be on hand to discuss the study, answer questions
and listen to recommendations. Everyone is encouraged to attend this public meeting and provide input
on the potential projects proposed for inclusion in the Butts County Transportation Plan. Your
participation is important, and Butts County and GDOT are interested in any questions or
recommendations you may have.

For additional information on the study, or to be added to the project mailing list, please contact Ms. Kelly
Gwin, Georgia Department of Transportation, by phone at (404) 651-5330, or by e-mail at
kgwin@dot.ga.gov.




Butts, Jones, & Monroe Counties
Multi-Modal Transportation Study
Public Meeting Announcement

MONROE COUNTY
Public Workshop
Thursday, May 1, 2008 oo o
5PM to 7PM BN e TR
Monroe County Clubhouse P20
(across from library)
Phelps Street, Forsyth
Phone: 478-994-7029

Three - County Study Area

Please join us and provide your input on
transportation needsfa?d is'sues today and in the
uture!

This meeting is part of the Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation
Study, which will mitigate transportation needs through the year 2035.
During this meeting, the study team will present potential project
recommendations that address transportation issues identified by Monroe
County citizens during the initial round of meetings in fall of 2007. Study
information will be on display. Representatives from Monroe County,
GDOT, and the study team will be on hand to discuss the study, answer
guestions, and listen to input.

The meetings will begin with a formal presentation providing an overview of the study;
after that feel free to browse display boards, ask questions, and provide your comments.

For More Information, Contact:

Georgia Department of Transportation
Attention: Ms. Kelly Gwin
#2 Capitol Square, Office of Planning
Atlanta, GA 30334
Phone: (404) 651-5330
E-Mail: kgwin@dot.ga.gov




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Multi-Modal Transportation Study

Second Public Workshop Scheduled!

Monroe County, in association with the Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT), is conducting a
Public Involvement Workshop on Thursday, May 1, 2008, from 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM at the Monroe
County Clubhouse located on Phelps Street across from the library in Forsyth, GA. The purpose of this
meeting is to gather public input on potential transportation project recommendations for Monroe County.
This meeting is a key component of the Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study, which
seeks to mitigate transportation needs through the year 2035. The study will identify potential solutions to
provide a safe and efficient transportation system in an effort to meet the County’s current and future
mobility needs. Public input is welcomed and has a significant role in the development of this study.

Key study information to be presented at the meeting includes: a summary of key transportation issues,
an overview of the project evaluation process, and potential project recommendations. Representatives
from Monroe County, GDOT, and the study team will be on hand to discuss the study, answer questions
and listen to recommendations. Everyone is encouraged to attend this public meeting and provide input
on the potential projects proposed for inclusion in the Monroe County Transportation Plan. Your
participation is important, and Monroe County and GDOT are interested in any questions or
recommendations you may have.

For additional information on the study, or to be added to the project mailing list, please contact Ms. Kelly
Gwin, Georgia Department of Transportation, by phone at (404) 651-5330, or by e-mail at
kgwin@dot.ga.gov.




Butts, Jones, & Monroe Counties
Multi-Modal Transportation Study
Public Meeting Announcement

JONES COUNTY
Public Workshop
Thursday, May 8, 2008 s
5PM to 7PM B TN
Jones County Government U
Center
166 Industrial Boulevard, Gray
Phone: 478-986-6405

Three - County Study Area

Please join us and provide your input on
transportation needsfa?d is'sues today and in the
uture!

This meeting is part of the Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation
Study, which will mitigate transportation needs through the year 2035.
During this meeting, the study team will present potential project
recommendations that address transportation issues identified by Jones
County citizens during the initial round of meetings in fall of 2007. Study
information will be on display. Representatives from Jones County, GDOT,
and the study team will be on hand to discuss the study, answer questions,
and listen to input.

The meetings will begin with a formal presentation providing an overview of the study;
after that feel free to browse display boards, ask questions, and provide your comments.

For More Information, Contact:

Georgia Department of Transportation
Attention: Ms. Kelly Gwin
#2 Capitol Square, Office of Planning
Atlanta, GA 30334
Phone: (404) 651-5330
E-Mail: kgwin@dot.ga.gov




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Multi-Modal Transportation Study

Second Public Workshop Scheduled!

Jones County, in association with the Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT), is conducting a
Public Involvement Workshop on Thursday, May 8, 2008, from 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM at the County
Government Center located at 166 Industrial Boulevard in Gray, GA. The purpose of this meeting is to
gather public input on potential transportation project recommendations for Jones County. This meeting
is a key component of the Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study, which seeks to mitigate
transportation needs through the year 2035. The study will identify potential solutions to provide a safe
and efficient transportation system in an effort to meet the County’s current and future mobility needs.
Public input is welcomed and has a significant role in the development of this study.

Key study information to be presented at the meeting includes: a summary of key transportation issues,
an overview of the project evaluation process, and potential project recommendations. Representatives
from Jones County, GDOT, and the study team will be on hand to discuss the study, answer questions
and listen to recommendations. Everyone is encouraged to attend this public meeting and provide input
on the potential projects proposed for inclusion in the Jones County Transportation Plan. Your
participation is important, and Jones County and GDOT are interested in any questions or
recommendations you may have.

For additional information on the study, or to be added to the project mailing list, please contact Ms. Kelly
Gwin, Georgia Department of Transportation, by phone at (404) 651-5330, or by e-mail at
kgwin@dot.ga.gov.
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Butts, Jones, and Monroe Counties Multi-Modal Transportation Study
Butts County Study Advisory Group — Meeting #1
October 16, 2007, 6PM to 8PM
Butts County Commissioners Meeting Room

Attendees:

Steven Lease, Butts County David Millen, GDOT District 3
Christy Taylor, Butts County Kelly Gwin, GDOT Planning

Marty Long, Public Works Director Matthew Fowler, GDOT Planning
Jim Herbert, Butts County Recreation Mary Huffstetler, MPH & Associates
Tommy Crochet, McGee Partners Tim Hatton, HNTB

Ronnie Duffey Claudia Bilotto, HNTB

Kim Duffey Andrew Smith, HNTB

Sandra Reid

Meeting Summary:
As part of the Butts, Jones, and Monroe Counties Multi-Modal Transportation Study, a public meeting was
held in Butts County to discuss county-specific issues related to transportation and growth.

Kelly Gwin, GDOT Project Manager, welcomed the group and thanked them for coming. She introduced
the project team and turned the floor over to Claudia Bilotto, HNTB, to begin the presentation. Ms. Bilotto
began a PowerPoint Presentation providing an overview of the transportation study and process. Ms.
Bilotto highlighted specific topics related to Butts County that included the following:

Planned and Programmed Projects

Safety

Bridges

Freight Networks for Rail and Trucks

Public Transportation

Aviation

Travel Demand Model Development

Bicycle and Pedestrian Existing and Planned Projects
Local Issues and Opportunities

A questions and answers session was offered. The meeting then progressed into an open house format
where the meeting participants were able to ask questions of the staff positioned at various maps
displayed around the room. Based on these conversations and the comment forms received, the
following is a list of issues raised at the public meeting:

Emergency vehicle access to roads that have no existing access to a main road
Trains blocking the cross-roads
Cork Road currently has no access to another road without first crossing a railroad track and the
road also has a closed bridge.

e Sidewalk needs are critical for safety concerns as well as quality of life. Currently, sidewalks are
not provided to any school, except Jackson Elementary, which is planned to be relocated.

e Affordable transportation for individuals, including transportation options for low-income workers
to other employment centers in Spalding and Henry Counties.
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The Butts County bike paths need to reflect a connection on High Falls Road across SR 36 to SR 16 then
north of SR 16 on England Chapel to SR 42 across Burg to Oak Street back SE on Wolf Creek then on 4-
Points Road to Stark Road.

In Jenkinsburg, there is a new Road completed in 2001 or 2002, Kudzu Road, further west that provides
an additional crossing on the single track portion. A lot of the original problem was that the crossings
were on the double track portion where the trains were required to stop for other trains to pass.

Problem Intersections:

SR 16 and Shiloh Road — sight distance

SR 42 and Shiloh Road — sight distance

SR 42 and Burg/England Chapel (west of Jenkinsburg) — poor intersection design

SR 16 and Old Higgins — sight distance

SR 36 and Fincherville — bad angle

SR 42 and Cenie Raod — (neaer Indian Springs) — intersection is tight — more room needed

Old Bethel/4-Points Road @Stark — needs wider travel lanes — this is a major connection between SR 42
and the lake area

Keys Ferry from Henry County SE to SR 36 — lanes were made wider in 2005 — this is a temporary
solution for a high growth area.

Bike/Ped facilities would be desirable along the Ocmulgee.
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Butts, Jones, and Monroe Counties Multi-Modal Transportation Study
Jones County Public Meeting #1
October 23, 2007, 5PM to 7PM
Jones County Government Center

Attendees:

Kelly Gwin, GDOT Planning Jimmy Roberts, Gray

Radney Simpson, GDOT Planning J. Preston Hawkins, Jones County
Chuck Thompson, Macon Telegraph Glenda Wood, Jones County

Joe Metzker, Haddock community Paul Melton, Jones County

Butch Reece, Jones County Sheriff Dept. Tim Ingram, P.E., Ingram & Associates
Lyndall and Billy Moore Berta Morton

Craig Fluck, CGRTA Tom Queen, GDOT District 3

Connie and Larry Smith, Gray Mike Underwood, Jones County, Administrator
Debbie Lurie Smith, Jones County news Mary Huffstetler, MPH & Associates
Fleta M. Harpon, Gray Tim Hatton, HNTB

Berry W. Moore, Gray Claudia Bilotto, HNTB

Jill F. Ussery, Gray Johnny Han, HNTB

Bobby May

Meeting Summary:

As part of the Butts, Jones, and Monroe Counties Multi-Modal Transportation Study, a public meeting was
held in Jones County to discuss county-specific issues related to transportation and growth.

Kelly Gwin, GDOT Project Manager, welcomed the group and thanked them for coming. She introduced
the project team and provided an overview of the study’s purpose. She turned the floor over to Claudia
Bilotto, HNTB, to begin the presentation. Ms. Bilotto began a PowerPoint Presentation providing an
overview of the transportation study and process. Ms. Bilotto explained specific topics related to Jones
County. She covered topics related to planned and programmed projects, transportation safety issues,
bridges, and freight networks for rail and trucks. She provided information on the public transportation
program. An overview of travel demand model development was given, including the use of population
and employment statistics and projections. Existing and planned bicycle and pedestrian projects were
discussed. Ms. Bilotto explained that previous meetings with county stakeholders relieved local issues
and opportunities and one of the purposes of this meeting was to continue that data collection process.

Questions and Answer Session:
Questions were asked about the location of north Gray Bypass. Mike Underwood had a proposed

alignment engineering concept which he posted on the wall.

A member of the audience proposed a “quick fix” solution to the railroad crossing at the Gray intersection,

the request included signal timing and a new signal location so as to provide 2 pairs of traffic lights.

State Route 22 onto SR 18 from Milledgeville needs left turn lanes.
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Additional passing lanes on US 129 were requested to accommodate Saturday college football traffic to

Athens and others going to Lake Sinclair.

Notes from Open House Session:

A comment was made to look at the use of Upper River Road as a connection to I-75 in Bibb County to
act as an alternative north-south route to Macon instead of US 129. In conjunction with the proposed
school on SR 18, Upper River Road would become a more direct route for those dropping off children at

school then proceeding onto Macon for employment.

Oliver Green Road is currently not a paved roadway; a request was made to pave it.

Green Settlement Road was considered a high traffic area that needed improvement.

Improvements to the intersection at SR 22 and Harris Morton Road/ Altman Road were requested due to
high speeds on SR 22.

Bypass is needed to get truck traffic off Gray highway through Gray

On US 129 north to Eatonton — are there any plans to put in passing lanes? Tom Queen said there is a
4lane project being developed from SR 44 from the new bypass to Eatonton.

The RR intersection in downtown Gray with two traffic signals @ SR 11 and SR 44: SR 11 signal should
be relocated to correct sight distance issue. Tom Queen stated that there is a possible need to switch to
LED signals which can be seen better. Refer to District 3 for correction.

Left turn signal needed from SR 22 from Milledgeville onto SR 18 East.

SR 11 and SR 18 need to be connected from Wayside to Gerald Plantation — there is a dirt road (5-Points
Road) and it is very busy now. This could be paved.

Look into paving Oliver Green Road — part is paved and the rest needs to be paved.

Widen shoulders on bicycle routes to minimize conflicts for bicyclists and rumble strips.

Haddock has new businesses. Look at the widening of SR 22 to Milledgeville and take steps to minimize
impacts to Haddock as a part of this project. Haddock does not want the character to be affected. There
is pedestrian traffic crossing SR 22 between the church, antique shops, post office, etc. Continue to look
into a traffic signal in Haddock @ SR 22 and Ethridge and Bowen Hill Road. Bowen Hill provides a
connection between SR 22 and SR 49 — used frequently.

There is a Haddock TE project for sidewalks and lighting from the two “Unincorporated Haddock” signs.

SR 18 — awarded $500K in HPP funds for sidewalks between Gray Station and Allen Green Parkway to
the Recreational Complex. Ingram and Associates is in charge of design.
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Butts, Jones, and Monroe Counties Multi-Modal Transportation Study
Monroe County Public Meeting #1
November 1, 2007, 5PM to 7PM
Monroe County Clubhouse

Attendees:

Joann Woodward Matthew Fowler, GDOT Planning
Hal Gagnon Tom Queen, GDOT District 3
George McGinty Mary Huffstetler, MPH & Associates
Bill Trigg Tim Hatton, HNTB

Jim Mickle Claudia Bilotto, HNTB

Scott Cowart Garth Lynch, HNTB

Kelly Gwin, GDOT Planning

Meeting Summary:

As part of the Butts, Jones, and Monroe Counties Multi-Modal Transportation Study, a public meeting was
held in Monroe County to discuss county-specific issues related to transportation and growth. Kelly Gwin,
GDOT Project Manager, welcomed the group and thanked them for coming. She introduced the project
team and provided an overview of the study’s purpose. She turned the floor over to Claudia Bilotto,
HNTB, to begin the presentation. Ms. Bilotto began a PowerPoint Presentation providing an overview of
the transportation study and process. Ms. Bilotto explained specific topics related to Monroe County.
She covered topics related to planned and programmed projects, transportation safety issues, bridges,
and freight networks for rail and trucks. She provided information on the public transportation program.
An overview of travel demand model development was given, including the use of population and
employment statistics and projections. Existing and planned bicycle and pedestrian projects were
discussed. Ms. Bilotto explained that previous meetings with county stakeholders relieved local issues
and opportunities and one of the purposes of this meeting was to continue that data collection process.

Questions and Answer Session:

A question was raised as to whether the Department of Corrections is factored in to the study. Ms. Bilotto
explained that future increases in employment in the area are incorporated into the transportation
demand model and that specific information regarding the employment estimates for the Department of
Corrections would be included in the future analysis.

The topic of commuter rail was brought up by one of the public meeting attendees. Ms. Bilotto, along with
Matthew Fowler from GDOT, explained that commuter rail was part of long-range study for the area that
included the future possibility of commuter rail from Macon to Atlanta, with the interim project considered
from Lovejoy to Atlanta.

A comment was made that the truck traffic from Highway 83 and US 41 culminates in downtown Forsyth
and a possible solution could be to construct a new road at Collier Road to act as a connector to I-75 from
SR 41 along the rail corridor. It was assumed that the truck traffic was using Highway 83 to go to I-20.

Ms. Bilotto and Matthew Fowler explained the prioritization process with other counties in response to a
question about how county projects are funded. This study acts as a catalyst for project generation and
formulates a transportation project prioritization plan for the county. Projects could be funded through
state and/or local funds.

A comment about one-way pairs on SR 41 in downtown Forsyth or SR 23/ 87 as an alternate.

Page1of 2



Comments:

Transportation safety issues:
e Bicycling on US 41
e Accidents near Wadley Road from Rock Quarry to Bolingbroke
e 41/Smarr/Rumble Road

A comment was made that the funds dedicated to the passing lanes located south of Forsyth could be
used elsewhere, on a higher priority project.
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Butts, Jones, and Monroe Counties Multi-Modal Transportation Study
Butts County Public Meeting — Meeting #2
April 29, 2008, 5PM to 7PM
Butts County Commissioners Meeting Room

Attendees:

Kelly Gwin, GDOT Planning Sheri Hudson, Butts County Historical Society
Ray Bitrick Lou DuFresne

Jim Herbert, Butts County Parks and Rec Christy Taylor, Butts County

Joe Blankenship, Butts County BOE Mary Huffstetler, MPH & Associates

Al Duke Tim Hatton, HNTB

Brent Fisher, KW Realty Claudia Bilotto, HNTB

Meeting Summary:

This meeting was the second of two public meetings held in Butts County for the Butts, Jones, and
Monroe Counties Multi-Modal Transportation Study. The purpose of this meeting was to present the study
findings to date and to present and gather feedback on the preliminary recommendations for addressing
Butts County transportation issues through the year 2035.

Kelly Gwin, GDOT Project Manager, welcomed the group and thanked them for coming. She introduced
the project team and began a PowerPoint Presentation providing an overview of the transportation study
and process. She explained to the public meeting attendees that the reason for the plan is to ensure that
each County is able to meet the current and future mobility needs of residents and businesses and make
sure transportation priorities match community priorities. The study will develop a listing of prioritized
transportation projects that coordinate with other planning efforts which will allow for early identification of
funding issues and opportunities.

She then provided an update of the study’s efforts so far. The HNTB team has documented the
comments from the first round of study advisory group and public meetings. HNTB has evaluated the
existing and future conditions, developed preliminary improvement recommendations, and developed a
prioritization strategy. Work has begun on the development of transportation plan documentation.

Ms. Gwin reviewed the process for identifying deficiencies and developing preliminary improvements.
The HNTB team developed a 3-County Travel Demand Model with a baseline, no-build condition in 2006
that used Census data, traffic counts, employment information from the Department of Labor, School
enrollment, and socioeconomic forecasts for 2015 and 2035, which were allocated by the County’s local
knowledge about expected growth in population and employment. Using this data, the HNTB team
completed an initial screening of improvements against evaluation criteria. The Travel Demand Model
results for 2006, 2015, and 2035 and potential transportation improvements projects for Butts County and
for 3-county regional project were on display boards at the meeting.

Following the presentation, Ms. Gwin asked if there were any questions from the audience. She stated
that the list of potential projects is preliminary and welcomed comments about the recommendations and
suggestions for modifications to the current list or for additional projects to address the transportation
needs. Comment cards were available for the public to fill out and return at the meeting or to fax or mail
later. Ms. Gwin stated that the study would be concluding in the summer of 2008.

The meeting then moved to an open house format. Project staff made themselves available at the boards

for one-on-one conversations about the potential projects and to answer any questions that the meeting
attendees had.
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Butts, Jones, and Monroe Counties Multi-Modal Transportation Study
Monroe County Public Meeting — Meeting #2
May 1, 2008, 5PM to 7PM
Monroe County Clubhouse

Attendees:

Kelly Gwin, GDOT Planning Pam Bittick

Radney Simpson, GDOT Planning Rosemary Walker, Forsyth City Council
Jim Peters, Monroe County Commissioner Alvin Walker, City of Forsyth

Harold Carlisle, Monroe County Commissioner Jimmy Pace, Pace and Pace, Inc.
Sidney Jones Ansley Hunt, Harvey Plumbing
Wiley Crosby Marilyn Smith, Library

Howell Newton Florence Pace, Pace and Pace, Inc.
Mike Dodd, Forsyth City Council Mary Huffstetler, MPH & Associates
Don Daniel Tim Hatton, HNTB

Tye Howard, Mayor — City of Forsyth Claudia Bilotto, HNTB

Tiffany Andrews

Meeting Summary:

This meeting was the second of two public meetings held in Monroe County for the Butts, Jones, and
Monroe Counties Multi-Modal Transportation Study. The purpose of this meeting was to present the study
findings to date and to present and gather feedback on the preliminary recommendations for addressing
Monroe County transportation issues through the year 2035.

Kelly Gwin, GDOT Project Manager, welcomed the group and thanked them for coming. She introduced
the project team and began a PowerPoint Presentation providing an overview of the transportation study
and process. She explained to the public meeting attendees that the reason for the plan is to ensure that
each County is able to meet the current and future mobility needs of residents and businesses and make
sure transportation priorities match community priorities. The study will develop a listing of prioritized
transportation projects that coordinate with other planning efforts which will allow for early identification of
funding issues and opportunities.

She then provided an update of the study’s efforts so far. The HNTB team has documented the
comments from the first round of study advisory group and public meetings. HNTB has evaluated the
existing and future conditions, developed preliminary improvement recommendations, and developed a
prioritization strategy. Work has begun on the development of transportation plan documentation.

Ms. Gwin reviewed the process for identifying deficiencies and developing preliminary improvements.
The HNTB team developed a 3-County Travel Demand Model with a baseline, no-build condition in 2006
that used Census data, traffic counts, employment information from the Department of Labor, School
enrollment, and socioeconomic forecasts for 2015 and 2035, which were allocated by the County’s local
knowledge about expected growth in population and employment. Using this data, the HNTB team
completed an initial screening of improvements against evaluation criteria. The Travel Demand Model
results for 2006, 2015, and 2035 and potential transportation improvements projects for Monroe County
and for 3-county regional project were on display boards at the meeting.

She stated that the list of potential projects is preliminary and welcomed comments about the

recommendations and suggestions for modifications to the current list or for additional projects to address
the transportation needs. Comment cards were available for the public to fill out and return at the
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meeting or to fax or mail later. Ms. Gwin stated that the study would be concluding in the summer of
2008.

Following the presentation, Ms. Gwin asked if there were any questions from the audience and several
were asked. The following issues were raised:

e  Truck traffic in downtown Forsyth

¢ Increased traffic on streets in the vicinity of the Department of Corrections — former Tift College

facility

e Frontage roads to be used for truck traffic

e Sidewalks on US 41 near Johnston Street

e Sidewalks for new subdivisions

The meeting then moved to an open house format. Project staff made themselves available at the boards

for one-on-one conversations about the potential projects and to answer any questions that the meeting
attendees had.
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Butts, Jones, and Monroe Counties Multi-Modal Transportation Study
Jones County Public Meeting — Meeting #2
May 8, 2008, 5PM to 7PM
Jones County Commissioners Meeting Room

Attendees:

Kelly Gwin, GDOT Planning Phil Clark

Radney Simpson, GDOT Planning Debbie Lurie-Smith

Bill Parker Carl Bonds

James Nobles Kevin and Jenny Reynolds

Greg Kimball Donna L. Clark

Daniel Clark Mary Huffstetler, MPH & Associates
Connie and Larry Smith Tim Hatton, HNTB

Yvonne Bonds Claudia Bilotto, HNTB

Meeting Summary:

This meeting was the second of two public meetings held in Jones County for the Butts, Jones, and
Monroe Counties Multi-Modal Transportation Study. The purpose of this meeting was to present the study
findings to date and to present and gather feedback on the preliminary recommendations for addressing
Jones County transportation issues through the year 2035.

Kelly Gwin, GDOT Project Manager, welcomed the group and thanked them for coming. She introduced
the project team and began a PowerPoint Presentation providing an overview of the transportation study
and process. She explained to the public meeting attendees that the reason for the plan is to ensure that
each County is able to meet the current and future mobility needs of residents and businesses and make
sure transportation priorities match community priorities. The study will develop a listing of prioritized
transportation projects that coordinate with other planning efforts which will allow for early identification of
funding issues and opportunities.

She then provided an update of the study’s efforts so far. The HNTB team has documented the
comments from the first round of study advisory group and public meetings. HNTB has evaluated the
existing and future conditions, developed preliminary improvement recommendations, and developed a
prioritization strategy. Work has begun on the development of transportation plan documentation.

Ms. Gwin reviewed the process for identifying deficiencies and developing preliminary improvements.
The HNTB team developed a 3-County Travel Demand Model with a baseline, no-build condition in 2006
that used Census data, traffic counts, employment information from the Department of Labor, School
enrollment, and socioeconomic forecasts for 2015 and 2035, which were allocated by the County’s local
knowledge about expected growth in population and employment. Using this data, the HNTB team
completed an initial screening of improvements against evaluation criteria. The Travel Demand Model
results for 2006, 2015, and 2035 and potential transportation improvements projects for Jones County
and for 3-county regional project were on display boards at the meeting.

Following the presentation, Ms. Gwin asked if there were any questions from the audience. She stated
that the list of potential projects is preliminary and welcomed comments about the recommendations and
suggestions for modifications to the current list or for additional projects to address the transportation
needs. Comment cards were available for the public to fill out and return at the meeting or to fax or mail
later. Ms. Gwin stated that the study would be concluding in the summer of 2008.
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Several comments were made regarding the Gray Bypass. There was both opposition to and support for
the bypass. Issues concerning the bypass were cost, traffic and environmental impacts, and impact to
property owners along the route. Potential positive aspects included potential removal of truck traffic in
historical, downtown Gray and increased safety in this area as well.

A request was made to pave Five Points Road and Fire Tower Road. It was explained that these roads
are local and local funds would need to be identified to pave these roads.

The meeting then moved to an open house format. Project staff made themselves available at the boards

for one-on-one conversations about the potential projects and to answer any questions that the meeting
attendees had.
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maconecom

Transportation study workshop tonight in
Gray

By Chuck Thompson - cthompson@macontel.com
GRAY --

The Georgia Department of Transportation will hold a public involvement workshop this evening to collect
information for a study it is performing to identify transportation needs through 2035 in Jones, Monroe and
Butts counties.

The meeting is set for 5-7 p.m. at the Jones County Government Center, 166 Industrial Blvd., off of Ga. 11 in
Gray. Another similar workshop is scheduled for 5 p.m. Nov. 1 at the Monroe County Clubhouse in Forsyth.

During the meetings, DOT and Jones County officials will discuss the purpose of the study and schedule,
summarize existing transportation conditions and seek public input about the existing and future
transportation system.

For more information or to be added to the project mailing list, contact Kelly Gwin of the DOT at (404) 651-
5330 or kelly.gwin@dot.state.ga.us.

MACON TELEGRAPH

DOT outlines proposed Jones road projects

By Chuck Thompson - cthompson@macon.com

About 20 people attended a workshop Tuesday evening where the Georgia Department of Transportation
and its consultant group outlined a study they are conducting to identify transportation needs in Jones
County through 2035.

Claudia Bilotto of HNTB, the company preparing the study, and Kelly Gwin, who is the DOT's point person
on the project, said they began collecting information for the study in June by meeting with county officials
and other stakeholders to see what they thought Jones County's transportation needs would be during the
next 28 years.

Tuesday's meeting at the Jones County Government Center was to gather public input from residents.

Bilotto said that the study also includes Monroe and Butts counties, but that the needs of each also will be
considered separately.

"They are combined because we are going to be calculating a travel-demand model, and those run better if
you can group counties. But we'll also be looking at individual needs for each county and projects that will be
confined to individual counties," Bilotto said.



A similar workshop was held last week in Butts County, and one for Monroe County is scheduled for 5 p.m.
Nov. 1 at the Monroe County Clubhouse.

The study is needed to help county and city governments identify transportation needs, to be sure
transportation priorities meet community priorities, develop prioritized lists of potential projects, coordinate
planning efforts of projects and begin to identify funding issues and opportunities, Bilotto and Gwin said.

They had several maps already prepared. One shows road projects already planned, such as the bypass
around Gray and widening or improvement projects on U.S. 129 north of Gray, Ga. 49, Ga. 22, Ga. 18 and
Ga. 11. Another map included proposed bicycle or pedestrian trails in downtown Gray, along Ga. 11 and
Round Oak-Juliette Road, another along Cumslo Road and the Jones County portion of a rails-to-trails
project from east Macon to Milledgeville. Others showed proposed bridge improvements, high accident
areas that could be made safer and freight corridors.

Jones County Administrator Mike Underwood said county officials see the study as a way to get road
projects they want on the DOT's radar so they will be included in future plans.

"Including these things in the study won't automatically mean they'll be done, but it does give us something
to use when it comes time to apply for federal or state grants so we can say a certain project is something
we've been planning for a while," he said.

Gwin said other projects could be added later even if they aren't identified in the study.

"It isn't a case that if it isn't included it won't be done before 2035. This is just a planning tool to get people to
think about what may be needed," she said.

Bilotto said her group will continue to collect information and perform future traffic and population
calculations, then hold another series of meetings in February and March with county officials and the public.
Then it will complete the study, hopefully having it ready by June 2008.

Those attending Tuesday's meetings only offered a few suggestions not already made by the county
officials. Among them were to replace the traffic lights and possibly add turning lanes at the railroad crossing
in downtown Gray where U.S. 129, Ga. 11, Ga. 22 and Ga. 18 all intersect, to add more passing lanes on
U.S. 129 north of Gray, and to pave Oliver Greene and Five Points roads to improve traffic flow west of
Gray.

Those unable to attend the meeting can send suggestions to Gwin by e-mail at kelly.gwin@dot.state.ga.us
or to Bilotto at cbilotto@hntb.com. More information on the study is available on the DOT's Web site at
www.dot.state.ga.us by clicking on the plans and programs bar on the left side of the screen.

COMMENT ON THIS STORY AT MACON.COM.
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COMMENT SHEET
Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study

Public Workshop #1 - Buytts County
October 16", 2007 - 6:00PM to 8:00PM

jz e e ——— e

Thank you for attending this Public Workshop to assist with development of the Butts, Jones and Monroe Cmﬂ‘n
Transportation Study. The Georgia Department of Transportation seeks your input and recommendations
regarding transportation issues smd opportunities throughout the study area. Please take & few minttes to

comglete this farm

1. What do you see as the three greatest transportation issues or concerns for Butts County?
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2. What transportation corridors are of most interest to you in terms of the Transportation Study?

3. Do you have any other transportation concerns in Butts County?
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4. How did yc;u(ﬁbear about this meeting?
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5. \;’thhe time and location of the meeting convenient for you to attend?
AY

¥ Yes [INo If no, please suggest a time or general location that is more convenient to you.

Z

6. Please share your suggestions on improving the way public meetings are conducted as part of this project.

) y
Name: Dﬂf}d!'[i- ?\éfd

Address: 04471 S \_H‘L'V kﬂé’j&) \Sf Vé‘ﬁt
QAL KSON, AGA 3O3R

Members of the Project Team can be contacted by calling or writing to the following:

Georgia L‘lepa_rtment of Transportation HNTB
Attention: Ms. Kelly Gwin Attention: Claudia Bilotto, AICP
2 Capitol Square ) 3715 Northside Parkway
Atlanta, Georgia 39334 & | 400 Narthcreek, Suite 600
Phone: (404) 651-5330 Atlanta, GA, 30327
Fax: (404) 657-5228 Phane: (404) 946-5700
Email: kelly.qwin@dot.state.qa.us Fax: (404) B41-2820
E-Mail: chilottouhntb.com
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COMMENT SHEET

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study
Public Workshop #1 - Jones County
October 23", 2007 - 5:00PM to 7:00PM

Thank you for attending this Public Workshop to assist with development of the Butts, Jones and Monroe Counties
Transportation Study. The Georgia Department of Transportation seeks your input and recommendations
regarding transportation issues and opportunities throughout the study area. Please take a few minutes to
complete this form.

1. What do yo
1): ,
DLLSL2F [ HGE LY [ e S5
3) /,éj/;, 22 \74 54//4_/@2,4 G’

2. What transportation carridors are of n'\ost interest to you in terms of the Transportation Study?
%5:@5\5%%%‘69

ee as the three gr?est transportation issues or concerns for Jones County?

3. Do you have any other transportation concerns in Jones County?

4. How did you hear about this meeting?
[JRadio ewspaper []Signs [JWord of Mouth [ Newsletter L1 Other, Please Specify

5. W;’me and location of the meeting convenient for you to attend?

FYes [INo Ifno, please suggest a time or general location that is more convenient to you.

6. Please share your suggestions on improving the way public meetings are conducted as part of this project.

Name:% /QA éé/(;{é
Addre:s:' Yo s X 6;77\(” — @ S0 2L

Members of the Project Team can be contacted by calling or writing to the following:

Georgia Department of Transportation HNTB
Attentlon:‘ Ms. Kelly Gwin Attention: Claudia Bilotto, AlCP
2 Capjtol Square 3715 Northside Parkway
Atlanta, Ceorgia 30334 400 Northcreek, Suite 600
Phone: (404) 651-5330 Atlanta, GA, 30327
Fax: (404)§57‘5228 Phone: (404) 946-5700
Email: kelly.gwin@dot, state.qa.us Fax: (404) 841-2820
E-Mail: chilotto@hntb.com
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COMMENT SHEET

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study
Public Workshop #1 - Jones County
October 23", 2007 - 5:00PM to 7:00PM

Thank you for attending this Public Workshop to assist with development of the Butts, Jones and Monroe Counties
Transportation Study. The Georgia Department of Transportation seeks your input and recommendations
regarding transportation issues and opportunities throughout the study area. Please take a few minutes to
complete this form.

1. What do you seg as the three greatest transportation issues or concerns for Jones County?
)_Re Albdn  smart )
2) Keeridg  conneciviy / destlodi<
3) _greSestihne, g wality, L [XF - D
0 (/ v ¥

2. W sportation corrjdors are of mdst interest to you in terms of the Transportation Study?
ol = He 27~ bahicen Moedenler and e -
Vovelopls  rddsc o ps  preserved)/ Grea Jhen”
oomnnellthe Y nreec !

3. Do you have any other trans ortation concerng in J es County? .
eophe  Bike - edest/ian hat Connect }fmspo%ﬁm
_dethhation Y nof  fnee 4o o pheve !

4. How did you hear about this meeting?
[JRadio D’fewspaper LiSigns [JWord of Mouth [INewsletter [ Other, Please Specify

5. \éj/'»&he time and location of the meeting convenient for you to attend?
Yes [INo If no, please suggest a time or general location that is more convenient to you.

6. Please share your suggestions on improving the way public meetings are conducted as part of this project.

Keep ad\fersfifé "~ the  Cxlendol SecHon of FIC IS
Name: JF)Q_ /‘fd?‘/(rf 1se —MC{-&‘QF @3"\&:'[ LO LM -

J
address___Heddock 78 HsT Qs

Members of the Project Team can be contacted by calling or writing to the following:

Georgia Depqrtment of Transportation HNTB
Attention: Ms. Kelly Gwin Attention: Claudia Bilotto, AICP
2 Capitol Square 3715 Northside Parkway
Atlanta, Georgia 30334 400 Northcreek, Suite 600
Phone: (404) 651-5330 Atlanta, GA, 30327
Fax (404) 657-5228 Phone: (404) 946-5700
Email: kelly.gwin@dot.state.qa.us Fax: (404) 841-2820
E-Mail: chilotto@hntb.com
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COMMENT SHEET

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study
Public Workshop #1 - Jones County
October 23", 2007 - 5:00PM to 7:00PM

Thank you for attending this Public Workshop to assist with development of the Butts, Jones and Monroe Counties
Transportation Study. The Georgia Department of Transportation seeks your input and recommendations
regarding transportation issues and opportunities throughout the study area. Please take a few minutes to
complete this form.

1. What do you see as the three greatest transportation issues or concerns for Jones County?
1)
2)
3)

2. What transportation corridors are of most interest to you in terms of the Transportation Study?

3. Do you have any other transportation concerns in Jones County?

Moot 90 en Brvens R

4. How did you hear about this meeting?
[IRadio [JNewspaper [JSigns P Word of Mouth [ Newsletter [ Other, Please Specify

5. Was the time and location of the meeting convenient for you to attend?
X Yes [INo If no, please suggest a time or general location that is more convenient to you.

6. Please share your suggestions on improving the way public meetings are conducted as part of this project.

Name: j;SCi}PL\ WOO(‘/ /‘7;/

Address: P.o. BOX 2779 GVO}\/ . Ga. 3103 3.
/7

Members of the Project Team can be contacted by calling or writing to the following:

Georgia Depqrtment of Transp(ortation HNTB
Attention: Ms. Kelly Gwin Attention: Claudia Bilotto, AICP
2 Capitol Square 3715 Northside Parkway
Atlanta, Georgia 30334 400 Northcreek, Suite 600
Phone: (404) 651-5330 Atlanta, GA, 30327
' Fax: (404)@57-5228 Phone: (404) 946-5700
Email: kelly.gwin@dot.state.ga.us Fax: (404) 841-2820
E-Mail: cbilotto@hntb.com
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COMMENT SHEET

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study
Public Workshop #1 - Jones County
October 23, 2007 - 5:00PM to 7:00PM

Thank you for attending this Public Workshop to assist with development of the Butts, Jones and Monroe Counties

Transportation Study.
regarding transportation
complete this form.

The Georgia Department of Transportation seeks your input and recommendations

issues and opportunities throughout the study area. Please take a few minutes to

issues or concerps for Jones County?

1. W’lgchig_toknJee as the three greatest transportan
1) (\ 2 CJZS’\ OK g s

2)

-Y‘\&.J A (LM(Z}?_)‘((R/(\,

3)

2. Mnsportatmn corridors are of most interest to you in terms of the Transportation Stu

e o 8

o0 ye. Yo, b\\k

d@ﬁ

MO«OQ@‘\ NS Y

NET SR ™

()\JG\H&?QCQ

e g |

Vavuwb 0 R o et ool

RIS
O

3. Do you have any other transportation concerns in Jones County?

N

4. How did yoy hear about this meeting?
[JRadio Newspaper [JSigns [JWord of Mouth

[J Newsletter ~ [JOther, Please Specify

5. Was the time and location of the meeting convenient for you to attend?

D Yes ENO If no, please S"&St a time or,general loca(t:or\tih%imore convement to yo
-0 0 z ;6 U Yora 3
N Qﬂ\o\

6. Please share your suggestions on improving the way public meetings are conducted as part

Q&,ﬁ&\ o

}( g 1)

el

this project.

M\LMO&W L\l&iMaD)\

(L.lk ‘A ‘\‘/(J\

Name: ( Om\\e CD Q M"\“Sh

Address: S .2 ?& Q‘E’_%Dt)\{kﬁ (Q&‘ G% 310 3 3

Members of the Project Team can be contacted by calling or writing to the following:

Georgia Department of Transportation
Attention: Ms. Kelly Gwin
2 Capitol Square
Atlanta, Georgia 30334
Phone: (404) 651-5330
Fax (404) 657-5228

HNTB
Attention: Claudia Bilotto, AICP
3715 Northside Parkway
400 Northcreek, Suite 600
Atlanta, GA, 30327
Phone: (404) 946-5700
Fax: (404) 841-2820
E-Mail: chilotto@hntb.com
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COMMENT SHEET

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study
Public Workshop #1 - Monroe County
November 1, 2007 - 5:00PM to 7:00PM

Thank you for attending this Public Workshop to assist with development of the Butts, Jones and Monroe Counties
Transportation Study. The Georgia Department of Transportation seeks your input and recommendations
regarding transportation issues and opportunities throughout the study area. Please take a few minutes to
complete this form.

1. What do you see as the three greatest transportation issues or concerns for Monroe County?

Dl [rnann | Zudon bly
2) TPmcmoﬁk Mo Ases netnged o he dovip - HUw g
3) \f/\/m‘ﬂ\,@/\ m(%/\ T s /%WMM/\/&#W oL ?ﬁf

2. What transportatxon corndor *ire of most interest to you in terms of the Transportation Study?

VATt o (id gk Pock QUCUYW/\ A Prelis lors]
N LaA_ ol A Road ) hd

"4

3.Doyo have an other transportation concerns in Monroe County?
v o LS U] 15 danadcys— bt (gd{éﬁ@l@uﬂﬂ
:/J F%@\M)I/\W =p st O—fl/%myﬂ’fb
zmnu/hexﬁg HMass Tens

4. How did you hear about this meeting?
[JRadio [JNewspaper [JSigns [1Wordof Mouth [INewsletter [7Other, Please Specify

5. Was the time and location of the meeting convenient for you to attend?
LYes [INo Ifno, please suggest a time or general location that is more convenient to you.

6. Please share your suggestions on improving the way public meetings are conducted as part of this project.

Name:

Address:

Members of the Project Team can be contacted by calling or writing to the following:

Georgia Department of Transportation HNTB
Attention: Ms. Kelly Gwin Attention: Claudia Bilotto, AICP
2 Capito! Square 3715 Northside Parkway
Atlanta, Georgia 30334 400 Northcreek, Suite 600
Phone: (404) 651-5330 Atlanta, GA, 30327
) Fax: (404) 657-5228 Phone: (404) 946-5700
Email: kelly.gwin@dot.state.qa.us Fax: (404) 841-2820
E-Mail: cbilotto@hntb.com

D0 of Py H N ' B



SV 4




COMMENT SHEET

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study
Public Workshop #1 - Monroe County
November 1%, 2007 - 5:00PM to 7:00PM

Thank you for attending this Public Workshop to assist with development of the Butts, Jones and Monroe Counties
Transportation Study. The Georgia Department of Transportation seeks your input and recommendations
regarding transportation issues and opportunities throughout the study area. Please take a few minutes to
complete this form.

1. What do you seg as the /ttsee greatest transportation issues or concerns for Monroe County? L> Q
1) ;!/ ’YZ(}/Q[/~ [l 652’ — Ceod lp - &); e - }4,;\*
n_éé§£¢2&@¢ﬂ«>/j?ﬁﬂg;%gméir-/@;g>33; (@ps e ¥

3) -

2. What trg%ortation c%)re of most interest to you in terms of the Transportation Study?
— V

3. Do you have any othe/r transportation concerns jn Monroe County? dc&\
Coprge st 70w % el 7‘/ VK -5

4

4. How did you hear about this meeting? ;
[JRadio [INewspaper []Signs [1Wordof Mouth [JNewsletter [JOther, Please Specify M

5. Was the time and location of the meeting convenient for you to attend?
es [INo If no, please suggest a time or general location that is more convenient to you.

—

6. Please share your suggesgions on improving the way public meetings are conducted as pax;(if:his project.
/7/£7-f‘{’ ,Q%A« cldarrr<el - [P 2o é)@ Z‘Cf’:v ‘ < /'\f’

Name:%% /;J(///ﬂ/

. / ) 7
Address: / = K/f/ i A AR~ = %
Wpewad, Cad ZSCRTO

Members of the Project Team can be contacted by calling or writing to the following:

Georgia Department of Transportation HNTB
Attention: Ms. Kelly Gwin Attention: Claudia Bilotto, AICP
2 Capitol Square 3715 Northside Parkway
Atlanta, Georgia 30334 400 Northcreek, Suite 600
Phone: (404) 651-5330 Atlanta, GA, 30327
' Fax: (404) 657-5228 Phone: (404) 946-5700
Email: kelly.qwin@dot.state.ga.us Fax: (404) 841-2820
E-Mail: cbilotto@hntb.com
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COMMENT SHEET

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study
Public Workshop #1 - Monroe County
November 1%, 2007 - 5:00PM to 7:00PM

Thank you for attending this Public Workshop to assist with development of the Butts, Jones and Monroe Counties
Transportation Study. The Georgia Department of Transportation seeks your input and recommendations
regarding transportation issues and opportunities throughout the study area. Please take a few minutes to
complete this form.

1. What do you see as the three greatest transportation issues or concerns for Monroe County?
1)
2)
3)

2. What{{%orridors are of most interest to you in terms of the Transportation Study?
Qcuny 1 atlgnt vg/\w*/ A Lsewy ~ MNR o

- 'S’Q‘VQV\ML\

"

3. Do you have any other transportation concerns in Monroe County?

[J Radio ewspaper [JSigns [IWord of Mouth [JNewsletter [ Other, Please Specify

4. How did g&&hear about this meeting?

5. Was the time and location of the meeting convenient for you to attend?
{Yes [INo If no, please suggest a time or general location that is more convenient to you.

6. Please share your suggestions on improving the way public meetings are conducted as part of this project.

Hond onl seneldn €hacl O NGt + Gon¥e o Aucdas -

Name: (-;E,C}vk%&, m C G i GTL{
Address: ?w x % B EU’\T Ve \\.QA—\\ ESREA

Members of the Project Team can be contacted by calling or writing to the following:

Georgia Department of Transportation HNTB
Attention: Ms. Kelly Gwin Attention: Claudia Bilotto, AICP
2 Capitol Square 3715 Northside Parkway
Atlanta, Georgia 30334 400 Northcreek, Suite 600
Phone: (404) 651-5330 Atlanta, GA, 30327
~ Fax: (404) 657-5228 Phone: (404) 946-5700
Email: kelly.gwin@dot,state.ga.us Fax: (404) 841-2820
E-Mail: ¢chilotto@hntb.com
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COMMENT SHEET

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation Study
Public Workshop #1 - Monroe County
November 1%, 2007 - 5:00PM to 7:00PM

Thank you for attending this Public Workshop to assist with development of the Butts, Jones and Monroe Counties
Transportation Study. The Georgia Department of Transportation seeks your input and recommendations
regarding transportation issues and opportunities throughout the study area. Please take a few minutes to
complete this form.

L. What do you see as the three reatest transportation issues or concerns for Monroe County?
cl/dxL spsve. Ao A Tz C/Z;& c'-/«/
Jeesy Yeve 41»- ev7 Q ex/7 /83 { Pecideu 7/ co s 200l 2t ens Zamie 2
F/Ic Thon! Lown Zow @7/4 .

J c %
'{ rtaa'c‘)? c@fﬁs are of most iptergst to you in terms of the Transportation Study?
s s Zier cse decdt,
2/S g cf BZ L.

2. W

N3

bnef
/

3. Dpyou have any other tragsportatjon concerns in Monroe County?
_ﬁ;ﬂ.;_ﬂf//,; R[S

4. How did you hear about this meeting?
[JRadio [Wewspaper [J Signs  [I1Word of Mouth [JNewsletter [ Other, Please Specify

5. Was the time and location of the meeting convenient for you to attend?
(3% O No If no, please su est a ti e or general locatzon that is more convenient to you.

f.r,é,»l

6. Please share your suggestions on improving the way public meetings are conducted as part of this project.

Name'LM 7‘
Address: //g Gu/ﬁtﬁ—ﬂf ;M/4 S/0 &/

w 7 . l e ’lo 1’
L] ”4//9474 -
Members of the Project Team can be contacted by calling or writing to the following:
Georgia Department of Transportation HNTB
Attention: Ms. Kelly Gwin Attention: Claudia Bilotto, AICP
2 Capitol Square 3715 Northside Parkway
Atianta, Georgia 30334 400 Northcreek, Suite 600
Phone: (404) 651-5330 Atlanta, GA, 30327
) Fax: (404) 657-5228 Phone: (404) 946-5700
Email: kelly.qwin@dot.state.ga.us Fax: (404) 841-2820
E-Mail: cbilotto@hntb.com
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Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Multi-Modal Transportation Study
Pyblic Meeting #2
he Georgla Department of T ransportation seeks your inptt and recommendations regarding transportation lssues

T
ang gggortunlsies throughout the study area. Please take a few ginute; to comelete tnis form.

What Gounty do you kive in?
wits  LiJones CI1Monroe [10Other, Please Spesify. -

1. What existing transportation problems in your County were ot addressed as part of this study?

For the next two questions (#2 and #3),

S I TQT ITLGE BT 4

please use the Potentinl Impravements board or visit the study’s webpage:
enter/programs/studies/Page. {onroe.aspx for a copy of the

R7Eets )

2. What do you see as the top three iti-modal
1) Recomimendation # . -
2) Recommendation # -
3) Recommendation # - ﬂ

3. Which proposed recommendation should be implemented first?
Recommendation # -

4 ’ ] —
5. How did you heax about
MRadic [Newspaper [1Signs [IWord of Month ewsletter  [1 Other, Plaase Specify

6. Wag'the time and location of the meeting convenient for you to attend?
Yot [INo If no, please suggest 2 tims of general location that is more convenient to you.

7. Please share your suggestions ou improving the way public meetings are conducted as part of this project.
{/ Pl ’
Nmeeqwﬂ =
A
Address: ;/5/ séé@él‘bﬁ\ﬁ)& (7;_0,54/"0 gﬁ" g2 X3

Mensbers of the Project Teaw Lontacted by calling or writing to the following:
Georgls Depertment of Trangportation HNTB
Attention: Kelly Gwin Attention: Claudia Bilotto, AICP
ottice of Planring, Room 326 IS Northside Parkway NW
2 Capitol Square SW 400 Northereek. Bulte 600
Atianta, Georgla 30334 atianta, GA, 20337
Phong: (404) 661-5330 Phone: (404) 946-5747
Fax; (404) 657-5228 Fax: (404) B41-2820
E-Mall: kqwin@got oa.gov EMaicoiloo@ntbgen |

HNTB
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COMMENT SHEET

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Multi-Modal Transportation Study
Public Meeting #2

The Georgia Department of Transportation seeks your input and recommendations regarding transportation issues and opportunities
throughout the study area. Please take a few minutes to complete this form.

What County do y

ou live in?
(Butts ( Jones ( Other, Please Specify

1. What existing transportation problems in your County were not addressed as part of this study?
/’C’Kw//ﬂ [Z (o /#&m ’?L/S e

For the next two questions (#2 and #3), please use the Potential Imprs/ogénts board or visit the study’s webpage:
huap://www.dot.state.ga.us/informationcenter/programs/studies/Pages/ButtsJonesMonroe.aspx for a copy of the

maps.
2. What do you see as the top three multi-modal transportation improvement priorities for your County?

1) Recommendation # [Qv:.—-.ntCL TR an s t1 1T
2) Recommendation # -
3) Recommendation # -

3. Which proposed recommendation should be implemented first?
Recommendation # -

4. Other Comments?

5. How did you hear about this meeting? ——
(Radio (Newspaper (Signs (WordofMouth (Newsletter ( Other, Please Specify D O\

6. Was the time and location of the meeting convenient for you to attend?
/’ ( No If no, please suggest a time or general location that is more convenient to you.

7. Please share your suggestions on improving the way public meetings are conducted as part of this project.

Name.‘i\&y\a— ;(‘:w@ N
Address: 47’7 #WA/&UV/N Wﬁ/’iﬁ_< Dy = 2 =5

Members of the Project Team can be contacted by calling or writing to the following:

Georgia Department of Transportation HNTB
Attention: Kelly Gwin Attention: Claudia Bilotto, AICP
Office of Planning, Room 326 3715 Northside Parkway NW
2 Capitol Square SW 400 Northcreek, Suite 600
Atianta, Georgla 30334 Atlanta, GA, 30327

Phane: (404) 651-5330
Fax: {404) 657-5228
E-Mail: kgwin@dot.ga.gov

Phone: (404) 946-5747
Fax: (404) 841-2820
E-Mall: cbilotto@hnth.com
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COMMENT SHEET

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Multi-Modal Transportation Study
Public Meeting #2

The Georgia Department of Transportation seeks your input and recommendations regarding transportation issues and opportunities
throughout the study area. Please take a few minutes to complete this form.

What County do you livein?
(Butts (Jones ({Monroe A Other, Please Specify

1. What existing transportation problems in your County were not addressed as part of this study?

For the next two questions (#2 and #3), please use the Potential Improvements board or visit the study’s webpage:
http://www.dot.state.ga.us/informationcenter/programs/studies/Pages/ButtsJonesMonroe.aspx for a copy of the
maps.

2. What do you see as the top three multi-modal transportation improvement priorities for your County?
1) Recommendation # -
2) Recommendation # -
3) Recommendation # -

3. Which proposed recommendation should be implemented first?
Recommendation # -

4. Other Comments? , ; - ) o
(CY T o v\Lo e c\m'sz AN sidteea\ s T eadt connect Vg {4«.\,&/ SN 6 PST C ( Cotle CV/é 0 dhosin )

5. How did you hear about this meeting? 2N C ¢ {C
(Radio (Newspaper (Signs (Word of Mouth (( Newsletter ( Other, Please Specify Nouber T Dommer i

6. W e time and location of the meeting convenient for you to attend?
@ (No If no, please suggest a time or general location that is more convenient to you.

7. Please share your suggestions on improving the way public meetings are conducted as part of this project.

Name: %w\/\ B%WLﬁ‘dL,
Address: A2 Srowys Stove 2 ) FOV‘/’;{“(’L\ iU A

Members of the Project Team can be contacted by calling or writing to the following:
Georgia Department of Transportation HNTB

Attention: Kelly Gwin
Office of Planning, Room 326
2 Capitol Square SW
Atlanta, Georgia 30334
Phone: (404) 651-5330
Fax: {404) 657-5228
E-Mail: kgwin@dot.ga.goy

Attention: Claudia Bilotto, AICP
3715 Northside Parkway NW
400 Northcreek, Suite 600
Atlanta, GA, 30327
Phone: (404) 946-5747
Fax: (404) 841-2820
E-Mall: chilotto@hntb.com

HNTB




COMMENT SHEET

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Muiti-Modal Transportation Study
Public Meeting #2

The Georgia Department of Transportation seeks your input and recommendations regarding transportation issues and opportunities
throughout the study area. Please take a few minutes to complete this form.

What County do you live in?
(Butts  ( Jones ( Other, Please Specify

1. What existing transportation problems in your County were not addressed as part of this study?
H00  va b

For the next two questions (#2 and #3), please use the Potential Improvements board or visit the study’s webpage:
http://www.dot.state.ga.us/informationcenter/programs/studies/Pages/ButtsJonesMonroe.aspx for a copy of the
maps.

2. What do you see as the top three multi-modal transportation improvement priorities for your County?

1) Recommendation # | - Fons dHa_
2) Recommendation # 2. -_ T1 €% (DOC) +A844yi0)
3) Recommendation # - \

3. Which proposed recommendation should be implemented first?
Recommendation# | - 734«! I 704/

4. Other Comments?

’

5. How did you hear about this meeting?
( Radio (New__s_gz_ipg (Signs (Word of Mouth  ( Newsletter ( Other, Please Specify

6. Wag the time and location of the meeting convenient for you to attend?
@ (No If no, please suggest a time or general location that is more convenient to you.

7. Please share your suggestions on improving the way public meetings are conducted as part of this project.

Name:

Address:

Members of the Project Team can be contacted by calling or writing to the following:
Georgia Department of Transportation HNTB

Attention: Kelly Gwin
Office of Planning, Room 326
2 Capitol Square SW
Atlanta, Georgia 30334
Phone: (404) 651-5330
Fax: (404) 657-5228
E-Mait: kgwin@dot.ga.gov

Attention: Claudia Bllotto, AICP
3715 Northside Parkway NW
400 Northcreek, Suite 600
Atianta, GA, 30327
Phone: (404) 946-5747
Fax: (404) 841-2820
E-Mail: chilotto@hntb.com

HNTB




COMMENT SHEET
Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Multi-Modal Transportation Study
Public Meeting #2

The Georgia Department of Transportation seeks your input and recommendations regarding transportation issues and opportunities
throughout the study area. Please take a few minutes to complete this form.

‘9

What County do you live.in?
(Butts ( Jones ( Other, Please Specify

1. What existing transportation problems in your County were not addressed as part of this study?

For the next two questions (#2 and #3), please use the Potential Improvements board or visit the study’s webpage:
http://www.dot.state.ga.us/informationcenter/programs/studies/Pages/ButtsJonesMonroe.aspx for a copy of the

maps.

2. What do you see as the top thr mulﬁ-m%}jan portation imprgvement priorigies for your County?
1) Recommendation# J - e@uLﬂ\ }ZQMQL U~ Cﬁw:/é;:»; 9’”2*?7‘&
i

2) Recommendation # -
3) Recommendation # -

3. Which proposed recommendation should be implemented first?
Recommendation# [ -

4. Other Comments?

5. How did you hear about this meeting? CZM
( Radio Signs ( Word of Mouth  ( Newsletter ase Specify 7 %

6. Wag time and location of the meeting convenient for you to attend?
{ Yes No If no, please suggest a time or general location that is more convenient to you.

7. Please share your suggestions on improving the way public meetings are conducted as part of this project.

/ /
Name: /7/0th// /dEA?TD».)
("‘. »
Address: (L.QD‘ Bep £33 [oASyrd  GA. 31025

Members of the Project Team can be contacted by calling or writing to the following:
Georgia Department of Transportation HNTB

Attention: Kelly Gwin
Office of Planning, Room 326
2 Capitol Square SW
Atlanta, Georgla 30334
Phone: (404) 651-5330
Fax: (404) 657-5228
E-Mail: kgwin@dot.ga.gov

Attention: Claudia Bilotto, AICP
3715 Northside Parkway NW
400 Northcreek, Suite 600
Atianta, GA, 30327
Phone: (404) 946-5747
Fax: (404) 841-2820
E-Mail: cbilotto@hntb.com

HNTB




REGCEIVED
JaMEs NoBLEs LLC

LAW FIRM APR 1 5 2368

75 FIFTH STREET, NW

SUITE 332 HNTS

AT '\]

ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30308 CORPORATION
U.S.A.

PHONE: 404-875-3600
FAX: 404-875-1500

April 14, 2008

Ms. Kelly Gwin

Georgia Department of Transportation
2 Capitol Square

Atlanta, Georgia 30334

Re: Butts, Jones and Monroe
Counties Transportation Study

Dear Ms. Gwin:

I am writing in response to your request for public
input for the Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Transportation
Study (the "Study"). While I commend the Georgia
Department of Transportation ("DOT") for undertaking a
systematic study of the very serious transportation issues
facing these counties, I am concerned that any decisions
that DOT makes with respect to the future transportation
take into consideration the historic aspects of these
communities. I am now writing to bring several aspects of
the historic background of the City of Gray to vyour
attention.

Gray began as a railroad town in 1886. Since its
founding, it has had a long and proud history. As
reflected in the two (2) articles I am enclosing, many of
the historic structures associated with Gray and its
development since 1886 are still standing (see, "History
Notes", Jones County History and Heritage, Inc., Spring
2007), and "Gray: 1886 to Transition to County Seat",
Jones County News (Thursday, July 5, 2007).

The future of Gray can not be separated from its past.
Thus, it is imperative that all future transportation plans
of DOT accommodate the history of Gray and Jones County.
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1. Gray-Eatonton Corridor (Highway 129) The Gray-
Eatonton Highway (the "129 Corridor) reflects the historic
background of Gray as a Middle Georgia cattle and railroad
town. At 157 Eatonton Highway, there is the Cecil Roberts
home, an excellent example Queen Anne Victoria home,
constructed in 1895. This home site contains many of the
original outbuildings. Also, the old pastures associated
with the dairy farm Mr. Roberts operated on this home place
continue to exist and provide valuable green space for the
City of Gray.

Nearby is the home place of Rev. E.W. Sammons. This
home is a classic Southern style home which has been
renovated and provides a very good example of early 20th
century architecture.

2. The "Gray By-Pass" (Highway 129) The construction
and completion of the project known as the "Gray Bypass" is
very important (from Macon-Gray Road to the Gray-Eatonton
Road) because this new transportation corridor will relieve
the traffic congestion that threatens the historic
buildings in Gray. However, as the Gray By-Pass is
constructed, it must be done in a manner so as to avoid
further erosion of the "Historic Clinton" area of Jones

County.

I would very much like to participate in any future
public meetings and forums you may hold with respect to the
Study. Should you have any questions, please contact me at
either my office (404-875-3600) or on my cell phone (404-
358-5125).

Thank you for your consideration of this input.

With best regards,

Sincerely,

‘ -
Jam ;$gfﬁgggiés, Jr.

JCN/sse
cc: Ms. Claudia Bilotto, AICP,
HNTB Corporation
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About the Newsletter

This is newsletter #5 in the series
on historic communities of Jones
County, Georgia. The subject is the
county seat of Gray, a proud
participant in Georgia’s Better
Hometown program. This issue will
cover Gray’s history through 1920,
with subsequent years addressed in a
second issue.

Gray in its youth was a compact
rural village with houses and
businesses clustered around the
railroad depot and crossing. The
open fields surrounding it were
planted in cotton, peaches, and other
crops. Gray quickly established itself
as a friend of progress and was
designated county seat in the election
of 1905, displacing Clinton.

Much of the early Gray has
disappeared, replaced by the sprawl
of strip malls, subdivisions, and
highways with traffic lights, but
enough remains to imagine what it
must have been like. This newsletter
is intended to help the reader
discover the old in the new.

The editor wishes to thank the
wonderful people listed on page 4
who so graciously have shared their
newspaper clippings, pictures, and
remembrances for this issue and the
next one. And special thanks to
Mary Anne Hamrick who got the ball
rolling! *

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
3 Gray 1908-1920

4 Eula Pitts Morgan

4 Newsletter Sources

History of Gray 1886-1920

How Gray came to be

In 1886 the Covington and Macon Railroad Company began
building a railroad from Macon to Covington (later Athens). The
tracks passed through land owned by Congressman James Henderson
Blount, and a depot (the present one) was built near his country
home, which stood on the present site of 115 E. Clinton St. Blount
(1837-1903) was a prominent lawyer, planter, and politician whose
family were early settlers of Jones County. Most notably, he was a
U.S. Representative for 20 years (1873-1893) and President Grover
Cleveland’s commissioner to investigate the overthrow of the
Hawaiian Kingdom by American revolutionaries in 1893.

An 1886 railroad survey calls the depot village Blountston.
Exactly when this changed to Gray is unknown, but by January 1888,
the masthead address of The Headlight, an early county newspaper, is
Gray’s Station. By April 1888, the name Gray appears.

County Ordinary Roland T. Ross suggested this name to honor
James Madison Gray (1813-1874), considered the most prominent
man in the county of his day. Like Blount, Gray was a respected
lawyer, planter, and politician. He was a leading democrat both in
the county and state, and active in promoting county advancements.
During the Civil War, he outfitted the Gray Infantry, later Co. F 45%
Georgia Regiment, and shared the bounties of his large plantation
with those in need. He left the bulk of his estate to Mercer University
to fund education for the boys of Jones County. Note: Gray’s
plantation home was southeast of Gray, at 594 Nathan Roberts Rd.
The original house was destroyed by Union forces in 1864. Gray
rebuilt after the War. The front two rooms, porch, and steps of the
present house were part of this postwar house.

Gray’s transition to county seat (1886-1907)

The 1886 railroad survey shows a small grid of streets around the
depot crossroad. Two streets are named: Ross Street (Roland Ross
was the county ordinary) and Clinton Avenue. Issues of The
Headlight published in early 1888 show advertisements for H.A.
Morgan’s carriage shop and Holsenbeck, Winters & Company
general merchandise store, which was bought out by D. D.
Holsenbeck later that year. These issues are on microfilm at the
Washington Memorial Library in Macon.

A town survey of 1904 shows expansion to Boundary Street on
the north, Clinton Avenue east to some point before the present
Childs Street, Forest Street to the south, and a small cemetery
(Highview Cemetery) to the west. Clinton Avenue is now known as
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(JCHH)
PO Box 2605
Gray GA 31032

JCHH is a private, non-profit organt-
zation formed in 2002 to promote an
appreciation of Jones County’s historic
resoutces and foster their preservation,
restoration, and revitalization.

If you are not currently a member, we
invite you to join us by sending a check
payable to JCHH to the address above.

Jones County History & Heritage, Inc.

remain.

Many of the first séttlers came from Clinton, the county seat
until 1905. Some of the earliest families were the Mortons,
Stewarts, Comers, Bonpers, Glawsons, Greens, Turners, Ethridges,
Johnsons, Goddards, Pattersons, Braggs, Morgans, Blounts,
Bushes, and Roberts.

The first publisher of The Jones County News (News), Mark
Greene, was a colorful and opinionated promoter of Gray and the
Victorian ideals of progress, civic pride and responsibility, and high
moral standards. His early newspapers provide a lively view of life
in the growing town, and they are fascinating to read. Issues for
1895-1924 are on microfilm at Washington Memonial Library in
Macon. Note: Mark Greene'’s home and office stood near the SW
corner of W. Clinton and Madison sireets.

In its early years, lots in Gray had space for bamns and livestock.
An early house and lot that reflect the rural nature of that era lies on

E. and W. Clinton Streét (Gray Hwy). Portions of the other streets

Membership levels are:
Individual $ 25.00
| Family ~ $ 3500
Patron £ 75.00
Bronze $ 125.00
Silvet $ 300.00
Gold $ 600.00
Platinum $1000.00
ICHH Board of Directors
Cecil Ethridge President
Aunbrey Newby Vice-President,
President Elect
Mary Musselman  Recording Secretary
Christine Dantels  Treasurer
Charlotte Wilson  Public Relations
Fleta Harper Fundraising, Events
Carol Krom ~ Newsletters

Publications: Carolyn White Williams’
History of Jones County, Georgia 1807-
1907, with a new index of names, is
available for $75 (or $80 if shipped).
Earl and Beth Colvin’s Fields of Stone:
Cemeteries of Jones County, Georgia is
available for $50 (or $55 if shipped).
Special bicentennial price of $100 (or
5110 if shipped) for both through 2007.
Send mail orders to the address above.
Copies also may be purchased at the
Jones County Chamber of Commerce in
Gray, Georgia.

the outskirts of town at 157 Rt. 129N (Eatonton Hwy). T.S. Bush
built this house in 1895, and later it was sold to the Cecil Roberts
family. Inthe year the house was built, the News reports that the
cattle drive to Macon had passed through Gray. Another item of
interest states that the weather had been sufficiently cold for hog
killing in Gray. 7

The most important topic of 1895, though, was the location of
the county seat. The old county seat of Clinton was in decline, with
no railroad access, a cohdemned courthouse, and a substandard jail.
Besides Gray, the railroad towns of Bradley and James were
proposed for county seat. However, the News notes, “There is one
town in Jones that don’t want the courthouse. Haddock Station is
satisfied with the progress she is making and don’t want to be
bothered with a sheriff; jail and an addition to her legal fraternity.
Happy Haddock!™

In 1896, the News reports that Col. James Blount will clear his
pine orchard near the depot and divide the land into lots for sale. A
store of this era was W.E. Morgan’s General Merchandise, which
stood on the present sité of Gray Drug at 126 W. Clinton St. A

| _ photo of this stare shows the name W.E. Morgan painted over -

another name, faintly visible. It possibly could be D. D.
Holsenbeck and thus would be the store of 1888 referred to on p. 1.

In 1897, several houses were to be erected, tramps were a
nuisance around the depot, and Gray’s first school was built near
the intersection of the present Childs and Morton streets (building
later destroyed). In 1899, Sunny Home, the residence of Francis M.
Stewart, Sr., was built on the outskirts of town (the house, which
stood on the site of Five Oaks Shoppes at 197 W. Clinton St,
burned in 1945. Charlie Washburn built the present house.)

In 1900, an election to move the county seat from Clinton failed
by two votes (359 to 361). In 1905, another election was held.
Mark Greene writes in the News just prior to the election, “If all is

guided by the light of reason and sound judgment the setting of next

Tuesday’s sun will mark a new era, and be but the beginning of a
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ater and more prosperous dawn for the people of
.aes.” The citizens overwhelmingly voted (1289 to 51)
.0 move the courthouse to Gray, which had the
. advantages of a central location, railroad accessibility,
~ and eagerness for growth.

The courthouse and a jail were erected in 1905 on
land that had been owned by Judge Richard H. Johnson.
The law office to the left of the courthouse at 116 S.
Jefferson St. was Judge Johnson’s and later his son’s,
Judge Holmes Johnson. Guy Anderson, whose law
office was across the street, bought the office for his
son, Pierce Anderson, attorney for the City of Gray for
many years. The current owner, attorney Bert King,
intends to apply for inclusion of the building in the
National Register of Historic Places.

Gray prospered as the new county seat. In 1905, the
Bank of Gray was established as a branch of the Jones
County Bank of Haddock. The bank was chartered
under new ownership in 1909. D.V. Childs, Sr., a
director under the new charter, eventually assumed
ownership and shepherded the bank through the
Depression with the aid of President Roosevelt’s
Reconstruction Finance Corporation. The Bank of Gray
stood in the same general area (103 Atlanta Rd) until its
recent move to 282 W. Clinton Street. The original
poured vault is still in place in the small building to the
right of 103 Atlanta Hwy. Though the bank is now part
of Security Bank, several members of the Childs family
are officers.

By 1907, Gray had grown enough to build a new
two-room schoolhouse on a lot donated by the Gray
Land and Improvement Company (Civic Center area,
161 West Clinton St.), The previous year, the Gray
Village Improvement Club had formed for the
“betterment of ourselves, our children, our homes,
schools, and village.” One of their first projects was to
plant shade trees on the new school lot and to show
moving pictures at the courthouse to benefit the new
school.

In 1907, the Baptist Church was completed on the
site of the present church (134 W. Clinton St.). The first
church was a white frame building, which burned in
1943. Also, construction began on the Methodist
Church, a wood frame building, on land donated by
Annie Griswold Johnson. It was replaced in 1915 by the
present church on the same site (118 S. Jefferson St).

In 1907, the News reports that lumber for two houses
had arrived. One was for Frank S. Johnson, manager of
the Planter’s Warehouse (cotton) and county treasurer,
and the other was for R. H. Bonner, ordinary for 18 yrs.
Only the Bonner house remains at 166 W. Clinton,

across from the Civic Center. Mrs. Bonnner and her
sister, Miss May Stewart, lived there into the mid-
1900s. The Johnson house (recently burned) was to
the left of it, and a third house (owned by the
Bilderbacks) was to the right.

Two other houses were built in 1907. The house
of Rev. E.W. Sammons, county school commissioner
from 1902-1924 and a founding member of Gray
Baptist Church, is at 128 Rt. 129N (Eatonton Hwy).
Judge F. Holmes and Addie Kate Johnson’s house is at
115 E. Clinton St (former site of Col James H.
Blount’s country home). This house was known for
its beautiful grounds.

Other gleanings from 1907 issues indicate houses e
owned by Dr. J.W. Anderson, L.C. Morton
(lumberyard owner), C.R. Smith, Mrs. J.H. Moring,
Richard Brown, and H.C. Souther (corner of Dolly
Street and W. Clinton St.; house stood into the 1970s).

Gray prospers (1908-1920)

A 1908 railroad survey map in the archives of the
Georgla ‘Historical Society in Savannah identifies
various properties along the railroad. On the present
Hwy 18 S were Dr. J.W. Anderson’s lot, an African-
American Church, the Gray Gin Mill Company, and
a brick warehouse (must have been the new Planter’s
Warehouse). On the present Cumslo Rd were a
railroad attle chute, the depot, and Bush & Smith
warehouse. On the present Atlanta Hwy business
strip were Bush & Smith General Merchandise Store
(acquired in 1915 by D.V. Childs) which included
Ellis Bragg s beef market and C.W. Bragg’s
barbershop, the Bank of Gray, W.E. Morgan’s
General Merchandise Store and livery stable, C.R.
Smith’s store, and lots owned by T.C. Morton and
W.E. Morgan. By 1909, the Gray Drugstore is
advertising in the News.

In 1910, a much-needed hotel was built by F.H.
Houser, a peach buyer from Fort Valley, to
accommodate court session and other visitors. The
hotel stood into the 1940s on the vacant lot to the left
of 147 Madison Ave. Later Mrs. W.E. (Lovie)
Morgan ran it with the help of her sister, Queenie
Huff.

Around the corner from the hotel site is another
early house at 111 Dolly Street. A c. 1910s sketch by
Telamon Cuyler of the view from the front door of the
courthouse shows this cottage facing Clinton Street (it
was moved and turned when the highway was
widened) along with several other similar cottages
now destroyed. This sketch can be seen at
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www. georgiaencyclopedia.org.

- The D.V. Childs house (134 E. Clinton St.) was built
in 1914; it was the first house in Gray to have electricity
(Delco generator). The houses opposite and to the side
were built earlier. Early owners of these houses were
the Mortons at #125, Clem Roberts at #130, and Sam
Hungerford at #133.

The population continued to grow, and by 1917, a
new 6-room brick schoolhouse and auditorium had been
completed on the site of the previous school (Civic
Center, 161 W. Clinton St.).

To take us to 1920, here are some newspaper items
from the two preceding years. W.H. Mulligan moved
into his new brick general merchandise store on the site
of his former stand (store stood into the mid 1900s on
the site of 127 W. Clinton). A new school truck is
picking up children in the outlying area, and the

related to autos and trucks are open: C.R. Bowen’s auto
shop, Everybody’s auto shop, Dixie auto repair,
Morgan’s auto service (car rental), and the Gray Auto
Company (Ford dealer). Chambliss Pharmacy is
established, with A. C. Kitchen’s barbershop in the same
building. A 1919 ad for Bonner & Childs (later D.V.
Childs’ store) general merchandise says, “There will be
money, lots of money, circulating from our wonderful
peach crop in Jones so take this hint—come to our
‘bargain store’ and make your peach money buy your
full value.” Other stores belong to C.W. Bragg, C.S.
Bryant, W.E. Morgan, Smith & Hudson, and
Middlebrooks & Morgan. Bonner & Greene have an
insurance agency, and Smith, Hudson & Bonner are

ginners. <

Eula Pitts Morgan

Mrs. Eula Morgan, Gray’s oldest citizen (any other
contenders?), will be 100 on New Year’s Eve, but it’s
- hard to believe! She is-agile and active, warmand -
vibrant, and brimming with intelligence and curiosity.
She cooks and keeps house, is a daily participant at the
Senior Center, and a faithful member of St. Paul AME
Church. She is much loved by her large family and
numerous friends.

Miss Eula and a twin brother, the youngest of 15
children, were born to Gus and Frances Smith Pitts. The
family lived on the old David Blount Place, later
Bateman Farm, by the present government camp on
Cumslo Road. Her parents were charter members of
Turner Chapel AME (200 Dolly St), and her father, who
was an ordained minister, was a steward there. She
attended the school at Turner Chapel as well as Mrs.

Ea Y
Maggie Califf’s one-room school (still standing) near
St. Paul AME off Lite’N’Tie, just northeast of the
intersection of Rt. 129 S.

After her marriage, Miss Eula lived for a time in
the old Jacob Hutchings house that stood near here.
Jacob Hutchings was the master stonemason
responsible for much of the 19™ century stonework in
the county. A granite marker in his honor stands at the
courthouse above the retaining wall granite that he
originally had hewn to form the walls of the early 19™
century jail in Clinton.

She and her late husband, Claude Morgan, were
married for 57 years, and raised two sons, Carlton and
Clyde Morgan, both deceased, and a foster daughter,
Hazel Pitts. She has 5 grandchildren and 8 great-
grandchildren.

Before she married, Miss Eula cooked for Gray’s

assisting him with deliveries and mother and baby
care. She came by it naturally. Her grandmother,
Frances Seabrook, had been a midwife, and Miss Eula
had accompanied her on her rounds. Also, she was
frequently called on to provide medical advice and
assistance to members of her community.

She proved so adept that Dr. Zachary asked her to
apply for a State midwife license in 1953. The county
public health nurse, Mrs. Lillian Young, supervised
her training for this. She worked with Dr. Zachary
until his retirement, and after that, on her own for 3
years. Later, she provided private nursing to a number
of families.

Miss Eula is an inspiration and one of the people
who make Gray a Better Hometown! +

[
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Gray: 1836 to transition to county seat 4

How Gray came to be

In 1886 the Covington and
Macon Railroad Company began
building a railroad from Macon
to Covington (later Athens).
The tracks passed through land
owned by Congressman James
Henderson Blount. and a depot
(the present one) was built near
his country home, which stood
on the present site of 115 E.
Clinton St. Blount (1837-1903)
was a prominent lawyer, planter,
and politician whose family
were early settlers of Jones
County. Most notably, he was a
US. Representative for 20 years
(1873-1893) and President Grover
- Cleveland’s commissioner to
investigate the overthrow of the
Hawaiian Kingdomby American
revolutionaries in 1893,

An 1886 railroad survey calls
the depot village Blountston.
Exactly when this changed to
Gray isunknown, but by January
1888, the masthead address of
The Headlight, an early county
newspaper, is Gray's Station.
By April 1888, the name Gray
appears. .

County Ordinary Roland T,
Ross suggested this name to
honor James Madison Gray
(1813-1874), considered the most
prominent man in the county of
his day. Like Blount, Gray was
a respected lawyer, planter, and
politician. He was a leading
Democratbothinthe county and
state, and active in promoting
county advancements. During
the Civil War, he outfitted
the Gray Infantry, later Co. F
45th Georgia Regiment, and
shared the bounties of his large
plantation with those in need.
He left the bulk of his estate
to Mercer University to fund
education for the boys of Jones
County. Note: Gray's plantation
home was southeast of Gray, at
594 Nathan Roberts Road. The
original house was destroyed

by Union forces in 1864 Gray
rebuilt after the war. The front
two rooms, porch, and steps of
the present house were part of
this postwar house.

Gray’s transition to
county seat

Thel886railroad survey shows
asmallgrid of streets around the
depot crossroad. Two streets
are named: Ross Street (Roland
Ross was the county ordinary)
and Clinton Avenue. Issues of
The Headlight published in early
1888 show advert==isements for
H.A. Morgan’s carriage shop
and Holsenbeck, Winters &
Company general merchandise
store, which was bought out by
D.D. Holsenbeck later that year.
These issues are on microfilm
at the Washington Memorial
Library in Macon.

A town survey of 1904 shows
expansion to Boundary Street
on the north. Clinton Avenue
east to some point before the
present Childs Street. Forest
Street to the south, and a small
cemetery (Highview Cemetery)
to the west. Clinton Avenue is
now known as Fast and West
Clinton Street (Gray Highway).
Portions of the other streets
remain.

Many of the first settlers came
from Clinton, the county seat
until 1905, Some of the earliest
families were the Mortons.
Stewarts, Comers, Bonners.
Glawsons, Greens, Turners.
Ethridges, Johnsons, Goddards,
Pattersons, Braggs, Morgans,
Blounts. Bushes, and Roberts.

Thefirstpublisher of The Jones
County News, Mark Greene,
was a colorful and opinionated
promoter of Gray and the
Victorian ideals of progress,
civic pride and responsibility,
and high moral standards. His
early newspapers provide a
lively view oflife in the growing

town, and they are fascinating
to read. Issues for 1895-1924 are
on microfilm at Washington
Memorial Library in Macon.
Note: Mark Greene's home and
office stood near the southwest
corner of West Clinton and
Madison streets.

In its early years, lots in
Gray had space for barns and
livestock. An early house and
lot that reflect the rural nature
of that era lies on the outskirts
of town at 157 Route 129N
(Eatonton Highway). T.S. Bush
built this house in 1895, and later
it was sold to the Cecil Roberts
family. In the year the house was
built, the News reports that the
cattle drive to Macon had passed
through Gray. Another item of
interest states that the weather
had been sufficiently cold for hog
killing in Gray.

The most important topic of
1895, though, was the location
of the county seat. The old
county seat of Clinton was in
decline, with no railroad access,
a condemned courthouse, and a
substandard jail. Besides Gray,
the railroad towns of Bradley and
James were proposed for county
seat. However, the News notes,
“There is one town in Jones
that don’t want the courthouse.
Haddock Stationis satisfied with
the progress she is making and
don’t want to be bothered with
a sheriff, jail and an addition
to her legal fraternity. Happy
Haddock!”

In 1896, the News reports that
Col. James Blount will clear his
pine orchard near the depot
and divide the land into lots for
sale. A store of this era was WE,
Morgan’s General Merchandise,
which stood on the present site
of Gray Drug at 126 W. Clinton

St. A photo of this store shows

the name WE. Morgan painted
over another name. faintly
visible. It possibly could be D.
D. Holsenbeck and thus would

be the store of 1888 referred to
previously, In1897 several houses
were to be erected, tramps were
anuisancearound the depot, and
Gray’s first school was built near
the intersection of the present
Childs and Morton streets
(building later destroyed). In
1899, Sunny Home, the residence
of Francis M. Stewart. Sr., was
built on the outskirts of town.
The house, which stood on the
site of Five Oaks Shoppes at 197
W. Clinton St, burned in 1945,
Charlie Washburn built the
present house.

In 1900, an election to move
the county seat from Clinton
failed by two votes (359 to 36)).
In 1905, another election was
held. Mark Greene writes in the
News just prior to the election,
“If all is guided by the light of
reason and sound judgment the
setting of next Tuesday’s sun
will mark a new era, and be but
the beginning of a brighter and
more prosperous dawn for the
people of Jones.” The citizens
overwhelmingly voted (1289 to
51) to move the courthouse to
Gray. which had the advantages
of a central location. railroad
accessibility, and eagerness for .
growth.

The courthouse and ajail were
erected in 1905 on land that had
beenownedby Judge Richard H,
Johnson. The law office to the
left of the courthouse at 116 &,
Jefferson St.was Judge johnson's
and later his son’s, judge Holmes
Johnson. Guy Anderson, whose N
law office was across the street,
bought the office for his son,
Pierce Anderson, attornev for
the City of Gray for many vears.
The current owner, attorney
Bert King, intends to apply for
inclusion of the building in the
National Register of Historic
Places. .

Gray prospered as the new
county seat. In 1905, the Bank
of Gray was established as a

branch of the Jones County
Bank of Haddock. The bank
was chartered under new
ownership in 1909. DV Childs,
Sr. a director under the new
charter, eventually assumed

ownership and shepherded the-
bank through the Depression -

with the aid of President
Roosevelt’s Reconstruction
Finance Corporation. The
Bank of Gray stood in the same
general area (103 Atlanta Road)
until its recent move to 282 W,
Clinton Street.  The original
poured vault is still in place in the
small building to the right of 103
Atlanta Hwy. Though the bank
is now part of Security Bank,
several members of the Childs
family are officers.

By 1907 Gray had grown
enoughtobuild a new two-room
schoolhouse on a lot donated by
the Gray Land and Improvernent
Company (Civic Center area,
161 West Clinton St). The
previous year, the Gray Village
Improvement Club had formed
for the “betterment of ourselves,
our children, our homes, schools,
and village” One of their first
projects was to plant shade
trees on the new school lot and
to show moving pictures at the
courthouse to benefit the new
school.

In 1907, the Baptist church
was completed on the site of the
present church (134 W Clinton
St). The first church was a white
frame building, which burned in
1943 Also, construction began

]
~

onthe Methodist church, a wood
frame building, on land donated
by Annie Griswold Johnson.
It was replaced in 1915 by the
present church on the same site
(118 S. Jefferson St).

In 1907 the News reports
that lumber for two houses had
arrived. One was for Frank S.
johnson. manager of the Planters
Warehouse (cotton) and county
treasurer.andthe otherwas for R,
H. Bonner. ordinary for 18 years.
Only the Bonner house remaing
at 166 W, Clinton, across from
the Civic Center. Mrs. Bonner
andher sister. Miss May Stewart,
lived there into the mid-1900s.
The johnson house (recently
burned) was to the left of it,
and a third house (owned by the
Bilderbacks) was to the right.

Two other houses were built
in 1907 The house of Rev,
EW. Sammons, county school
commissioner from 1902-1924
and a founding member of
Gray Baptist Church, is at 128
Route 129N (Eatonton Hi grhway).
Judge F Holmes and Addie
Kate Johnson’s house is at 115 £,
Clinton St (former site of Col
James H.Blount's country home),
This house was known for its
beautiful grounds.

Other gleanings from 1907
issues indicate houses owned
by Dr. ]W Anderson, L.C. Morton
Qumberyard owner), C.R. Smith,
Mrs. LH. Moring, Richard Brown,
and H.C. Souther {corner of
Dolly Street and W, Clinton St
house stood into the 1970s).
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May 19, 2008

Ms. Kelly Gwin

Georgia Department of Transportation
2 Capitol Square

Atlanta, Georgia 30334

Re: Butts, Jones and Monroe
Counties Transportation Study

Dear Ms. Gwin:

We appreciated the opportunity to attend the
informational meeting conducted by GDOT and its contractor,
HTNB. The meeting provided us with a better understanding
of GDOT's long term plans for Jones, Butts and Monroe
counties. I am now writing to provide some additional
comments based on the charts and oral Presentation at the
meeting, as follows:

1. Historical Areas As I outlined in my letter to
you of April 14, 2008, the historic background of Gray is
vitally important to its citizens and to the fabric of
everyday life in Gray. The citizens of Gray are proud of
the historical aspects of their town.

I am concerned that your maps and charts did not
appear to document and take into consideration the historic
areas of Gray. It is my hope that your final report will
fully document the historical aspects because, in the
future, GDOT engineers and planners must take the
historical areas into consideration as they plan changes to
the roadways. Unless the historical areas are documented
and highlighted at this early stage, they may ignored by
planners in the future.
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2. Pedestrian Access While your presentation
addressed areas that are in need of new sidewalks, the
materials did not document existing pedestrian patterns in
Gray. 1In the City of Gray, pedestrian foot traffic is a
major means of transportation for its citizens.

In fact, if you look closely at the pedestrian foot
traffic, you will find that there are a significant number
of households in Gray which do not own or lease an
automobile or other vehicle. For these families, their
primary means of transportation is by foot. These citizens
are unlikely to own a vehicle in the foreseeable future due
to the fact that they cannot drive, lack a driver's license
and/or cannot afford a vehicle.

It is our strong belief that any transportation plan
mist respect these existing pedestrian transportation
patterns (but which your study appears to not document) .
Therefore, for example, as GDOT studies a means by which
the intersection of Highways 129, 18 and 22 in downtown
Gray must be revised, GDOT must incorporate the existing
pedestrian transportation patterns and the effect which
GDOT's proposed revisions to that intersection will have
upon pedestrians who must traverse it on a regular basis to
access shopping, to visit friends and family and to attend
church worship.

3. Truck Traffic We are very appreciative of GDOT's
recognition that truck traffic must be removed from
downtown Gray, and hope that the final report will strongly
emphasize this point. As I pointed out in the meeting,
this heavy truck traffic is fundamentally inconsistent with
the historical and pedestrian nature of downtown Gray.

For example, the large trucks coming through Gray on
their way to I-20 or I-16/I-75 are usually traveling at the
speed limit or above because the trucking companies are
under severe time constraints to quickly move their
vehicles and loads. As a result, their goals and
objectives of moving goods fast and quick are sometimes
diametrically opposite of those of local citizens,
including local businesses, pedestrians and homeowners.

The fast travel, heavy traffic, loud noise and diesel fumes
caused by these large trucks deteriorates the quality of
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life in a small town such as Gray and adversely impacts the
health and welfare of its citizens. Thus, we believe that
your report should also address the adverse impacts of
interstate truck transportation in the City of Gray.

Should you have any questions or wish to further
discuss any of these issues, please contact me at either my

office (404-875-3600) or on my cell phone (404-358-5125) .

Thank you for allowing us this opportunity to provide
input into your report.

With best regards,

Sincerely,

Ci*«»/‘ -

A A/

Jamgé C. Nobles, Jr.
N

JCN/sse

cc: Ms. Claudia Bilotto, AICP,
HNTB Corporation
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COMMENT SHEET

Butts, Jones & Monroe Counties Multi-Modal Transportation Study
Public Meeting #2

R —
The Georgia Department of Transportation seeks your input and recommendations regarding transportation issues
and opportunities throughout the studx area. Please take a few minutes to compiete this form.

What County do you live in? )
OButts &¥ones [ Monroe I Other, Please Specify___Part time

1. What existing transport~tion problems in your County were not addressed as part of this study?
: See Attached

For the next two questions (#2 and #3), please use the Potential Improvements board or visit the study’s webpage:

hitp://www.dot.state ga, us/informationcenter/programs/studins/Paees/Bule_r_ze;Mgnrge.aspgg Jor a copy of the
maps. .

2. What do you see as the top three multi-moda] transportation improvement priorities for your County?

1) Recommendation # -._Gray Bypass Completion ASAP
Pedistrian Traffic

2) Recornmendation # -
3) Recommendation # - _Preserve historical aspects of community

3. Which proposed recommendation should be implemented first?

Recommendatjon # - Gray Bvypass
4. Other Comments?
See
Attached

5. How did you hear about this meeting?
URadio (I Newspaper [J Signs  [JWord of Mouth (7 Newsletter yf3] Other, Please Specify, m

. . . GDOT & HNTB
6. Was the time and location of the meeting convenient for you to attend?

¥XYes [INo If no, please suggest a time or general location that is more convenient to youy.

7. Please share your suggcstions on improving the way public meetings are conducted as part of this project.
See attache

Name: James C, Nobles, Jr.

Address: 157 Eatonton Highway, Gray, Georgia 31032

Members of the Project Team can be contacted by calling or writing to the following:

Georgia Department of Transportation HNTB
Attention: Kelly Gwin Attention: Claudia Bllotto, AlCP
Otfice of Planning, Room 326 3715 Northside Parkway NW
2 Capitol Square SW 400 Northereek, Suite 600
Atlanta, Georgia 30334 Atlanta, GA, 30327
Phone: (404) 651-5330 Phone: (404) 946-5747
Fax: (404) 657-5228 Fax: (404) 841-2820
E-Mail; kawin@dot.qa.qov E-Maii: chilotto@hntb.com

HNTB
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