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Corridor: SR 400 
Interview Date: Interviewee, Title: Affiliation: 
May 23, 2006 H. Ford Gravitt, Mayor City of Cumming 
May 23, 2006 Dale Steenbergen, President & 

CEO 
Dahlonega-Lumpkin Chamber of Commerce 

May 24, 2006 James McCoy, President & 

CEO 
Cumming-Forsyth Chamber of Commerce 

May 24, 2006 Joe Lane Cox, Mayor City of Dawsonville 
June 8, 2006 Linda Williams, President & 

CEO 
Dawson County Chamber of Commerce 

June 14, 2006 Jack Conway, Chairman Forsyth County Board of Commissioners 
June 14, 2006 Ricky Stewart, Special Projects 

Manager 
City of Dahlonega  

July 17, 2006 Ronnie Gress, Jr. Director of 

Transportation 

Koch Foods, Inc. 

 
Study Area Characteristics 
1. Major Transportation Issues 

Along SR 400 Intersecting Routes Other Major Corridors 
 Access along 400  
 Traffic congestion  
 Large number of semis 

traveling down 400 to get to 
the interstate 

 The lack of lanes, 
shoulders, or other refuge 
for bicyclists (Dahlonega) 

 Potential economic impact 
due to proposed “flyover” at 
Hwy 53 & 400 is built.   

 High number of accidents 
due to the drastic change in 
speed 

 The ramp at 400 and Hwy 20 
needs an off/on ramp 

 The ramp at 400 and Old 
Atlanta Road also needs 
ramp.  

 Buford Dam Road at 400  
 Rush hour congestion at Hwy 

60  
 Congestion at Highway 53 to 

Lumpkin Campground Road.  
 High truck traffic and many 

accidents on 53.   
 Congestion at 400 and 

Dawson Forest Road (at 
outlet mall).   

 Master planning needed at 
exit 17 (Cumming) and SR 
369 

 Highways 369 and 306 are 
dangerous intersections 

 SR 9 is always bumper-
to-bumper traffic.   

 Congestion where GA 
400 ends (at Long Branch 
Road) in Lumpkin 
County; 400 needs to be 
extended.   

 Highway 306 at 369 is 
incredibly congested.   
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2. Municipal Growth Issues 

Residential Commercial Industrial 
 Large influx of people 

relocating from west and 
the north to Cumming. 

 Development in 
Dahlonega/Lumpkin is 
mostly single family homes, 
some condos and town 
homes as well.   

 High development in the 
southeast corner of 
Dawson County, about 3 
miles off 400. 

 High end residential growth 
(Dawson) 

 Large tracts of undeveloped 
land at 369 in Forsyth; 
water and sewer going in; 
family farms being sold.   

 Low density, single family 
housing, up to 2.5 units per 
acre; some areas allow up 
to 6 units per acre (Forsyth) 

 Mostly along 400.  
 Commercial development 

likely to occur at the 60 & 400 
interchange. 

 In Dawson Co, development 
of small strip malls, 
restaurants, and larger stores 
has been consistent for the 
past 18 months.    

 The growth in Dahlonega is 
moving away from small 
businesses to big boxes 

 Upcoming opening of Super 
Wal-Mart, restaurants and 
other commercial; also 
substantial building in the 
office condo segment 
(Dawson) 

 Commercial at McFarland 
interchange 

 

 The Tyson plant is 
expanding (Cumming) 

 New York Life just 
relocated (Cumming) 

 Industrial development is 
slow (Dawsonville) 

 Light industrial in 
Dahlonega.   

 Some new office parks 
and other uses (Forsyth) 

 

Developments of Regional 
Impact 

Major Growth Areas 
(Geographic) 

Trends in Commerce 

 80 unit town home 
development (Hwy 60) 

 300 unit development that 
will also include medical 
uses (near 52/Crown 
Mountain Drive).   

 Community for older adults 
planned at Highway 19 on 
Old Airport Road (150 
units).   

 Condo development is 
planned on Old Mountain 
Road (Dah/Lumpkin) 

 Dawsonville’s new Super 
Wal-Mart will adversely 
affect the Dahlonega Wal-
Mart location.   

 Lanier Tech campus in 
Dawsonville.   

 South Forsyth County 
 Growth at 400/60 

(Dahlonega) 
 In the southeast corner of 

Dawson county. 
 Every part of Lumpkin County 

is growing.   
 Eastern half of Dawson 

County is the fastest growing 
in all segments due to GA 
400. 

 Northern Forsyth is growing, 
particularly on the eastern 
side of 400.   

 New York Life relocated 
to Forsyth; none are 
leaving. 

 Institutional:  proposing 
additional 300 bedroom 
dorm at North Georgia 
State University (Dah.) 

 None leaving Dawsonville 
 Businesses are 

expanding in the southern 
Forsyth.   

 The area is drawing more 
hi-tech companies but it 
is strongly believed that 
the current transportation 
situation on 400 hinders 
corporate growth 
(Forsyth) 
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Developments of Regional 
Impact 

Major Growth Areas 
(Geographic) 

Trends in Commerce 

 At 306/369 (Hammond’s 
Crossing, Forsyth) to be 
developed as mixed use. 

 At exit 12 (south of 
McFarland on the east side 
of 400) a big mall is 
proposed.   

 At exit 14 (Highway 141) 
another mall, “The 
Avenues” is planned 
(approximately 850,000 
square feet). 

 

Major Employers Major Utility Companies (Electric/Power) 
 Tyson 
 Wal-Mart 
 Target 
 Scientific Games 
 Timken 
 Mohawk (carpet/textiles) 
 Southern Switches 
 Municipalities/Local Government 
 School systems 
 Gold Creek LLC 
 North Georgia College State University 
 N.GA Premium Outlets 
 Impulse Mfg 
 SleeveCo 
 World Wide Mfg 
 Nordson Corporation 
 Kroger 
 Ingles 
 School System is the #1 employer followed by  
 Northside/Forsyth Hopsital 
 Hansgrohe 
 American Protein 
 Automation Direct 

 Sawnee EMC 
 Georgia Power 
 Atlanta Natural Gas 
 Amicalola EMC, 
 Habersham EMC 

 

 

Public Involvement 
1. Major Environmental Justice Concerns 

Municipality EJ Populations Present Effective Outreach Strategies 

Cumming Minority All attempts to get input and participation from 

these groups have been unsuccessful, 

especially since there is no organized group to 



SR 400 and SR 365 Corridor Studies 
Stakeholder Interview Summary 

 
 

 
Page 4 of 4 

 

represent them.   

Dahlonega Minority; Low Income  Not much experience; may be able to use the 

elementary schools to get the word out. 

Dawsonville Low Income (elderly) May post information at the senior center, but it 

is likely that these residents do not drive or 

make much use of the corridor.   

Attach info re: the meetings to the water bills 

each month to advertise.   

Forsyth Minority Utilize the United Way, First United Methodist 

Church and St. Brennan’s Catholic Church 

(does Hispanic outreach). 

Forsyth Low Income (elderly) Not sure of how to reach these groups; maybe 

through churches. 

 

 


