Downtown Connector Impacts Hot Spot Map
Nine Hot Spots on the Connector have been identified and have the greatest impact on the operation of the Connector.
These are summarized in the boxes below:
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Even
before
merging
with I-75, a long line of
congestion forms on I-85
going into Atlanta. Drivers
entering from the BufordSpring Connector conflict
with drivers exiting to I-75
Northbound.
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Driver
confusion
is
a
factor at this location due
to
counterintuitive
exit
directions for I-75 and I-85.
Last minute lane changes
result
in
crashes
that
contribute to congestion
leaving the Connector.
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Left-hand exits, two lane
drops, and the merge
of I-75 and I-85 combine
to
create
congestion
for drivers entering the
Connector from the north.
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Midtown motorists need to
make 3 to 4 lane changes
to access I-85 and SR 400,
and are heavily influenced
by several other weaving
traffic movements in the
highest volume segment of
the Connector.
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Grady
Curve

Downtown

Southbound drivers in this
segment must navigate the
weave between 10th Street
and North Avenue. The
congestion is compounded
by a lane drop and high
overall volume.
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Freedom Parkway
Northbound
Motorists from the denselypopulated neighborhoods
east of the Connector
join the Connector via
the
Freedom
Parkway
interchange. Congestion is
compounded by geometric
challenges associated with
the Grady Curve.
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Zoo Atlanta

Heading southbound into
the Grady Curve, drivers
face limited sight distance,
successive
ramps
with
dropped lanes and tight
weaves, and PM queuing
from the I-20 interchange.

I-20 Southbound

North Avenue
Northbound
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10th Street to North
Avenue Southbound

Brookwood Interchange
Northbound
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I-20 Northbound
Northbound drivers from all
directions converge at this
location just north of I-20 on
the Connector. Merging,
weaving, and lane changes
are prevalent as drivers
position themselves for their
exits.
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Drivers experience some of
the worst congestion at this
segment on the Connector.
Demand for I-20 paired
with auxiliary lanes, lane
drops, successive ramps,
and limited capacity of the
I-20 interchange cause an
extreme bottleneck.

What Defines a Hot Spot?
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A Hot Spot, as identified in the Downtown
Connector Study, is an area that has been
identified as experiencing a high proportion of:
1. Operational/Capacity issues;
2. Areas that could benefit from design
improvements; and/or
3. High concentrations of incidents or crashes.

