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I. Public Involvement Overview 
The purpose of the STIP public meetings was to share information with the public about 
Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) transportation projects in Georgia’s non-
urbanized counties.  GDOT coordinated with each of its Districts outside of the metro 
Atlanta region to identify environmental justice (EJ) areas of concern, and to develop 
appropriate outreach strategies.  GDOT district staff also assisted in determining the best 
locations for hosting public meetings, with notifying the public through press releases, and in 
staffing the public meetings.  A total of 13 public meetings were scheduled in each of the six 
rural districts (see Table 1).    Meetings were held in locations that are ADA compliant and 
easily accessible by public transportation (where available).   

Table 1.  Schedule of Public Meetings by District 
Meeting Logistics 

District Date Time Venue Name City 

1 7/25/2006 4-7 p.m. Franklin County Justice Center Carnesville 
1 7/27/2006 4-7 p.m. North GA Tech College 

Dining Hall Annex 
Clarkesville 

2 7/17/2006 4-7 p.m. Milledgeville Mall Milledgeville 
2 7/18/2006 4-7 p.m. Dublin Mall Dublin 
3 7/17/2006 4-7 p.m. Milledgeville Mall Milledgeville 
3 7/18/2006 4-7 p.m. Flint River Technical College 

Main Campus Room B-132 
Thomaston 

3 7/20/2006 4-7 p.m. Carroll County Board of  
Co. Commissioners Chamber 

Carrollton 

3 7/24/2006 4-7 p.m. LaGrange Mall LaGrange 
4 7/25/2006 10-6 p.m. Valdosta Mall Valdosta 
4 7/27/2006 10-6 p.m. Tifton Mall Tifton 
4 8/1/2006 10-6 p.m. Albany Mall Albany 
5 7/27/2006 5-7 p.m. GDOT District 5 Conference Room Jesup 
6 7/20/2006 4-7 p.m. Carroll County Board of  

Co. Commissioners Chamber 
Carrollton 

 

Some GDOT Districts decided to hold joint meetings to take advantage of opportunities to 
discuss projects that spanned more than one district.  Over 175 people signed in and over 500 
people were counted at the meetings.  This report included details regarding the notification 
and documentation of the meetings, a summary of comments received, and an appendix 
which includes supplementary information.  District 6 planned and hosted an additional 
meeting on July 27, 2006 that was attended by 18 people.   

II. Notification & Documentation 
Three methods were used to advertise the meetings to the public – direct mailing, media 
release distributions, and use of the GDOT website.  A meeting notice was developed and 
mailed to members of the Family of Partners database that includes representation or are 
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members located in EJ communities (a copy of the meeting notice can be found in Appendix 
A).  This database includes individuals, organizations and municipal entities.  A summary of 
coverage received due to this notification effort is included in Appendix B.  GDOT District 
Communications Officers were also encouraged to develop and distribute a media release to 
the media outlets regularly used to notify the public about GDOT meetings in their districts.  
See Appendix C for copies of all media releases drafted and distributed and resulting media 
coverage.  Lastly, GDOT provided information regarding the 2007 – 2009 STIP on the 
Department’s website located at http://www.dot.state.ga.us/DOT/plan-
prog/planning/programs/.   

III. Public Meeting Format 
Public meetings were open-house style meetings held at various community venues, which 
included municipal buildings, GDOT District offices, shopping malls, and college campuses.  
An informational table was set up and meeting attendees were encouraged to sign-in, take 
copies of the district-specific STIP and comment forms, and to visit the displays.  Copies of 
the full STIP were also made available along with state maps, informational pamphlets, 
brochures, and information regarding other meetings.  

Figure 1. Open-House Style Meeting Setup  

 

STIP project maps that included planned projects and project numbers, which coordinated 
with the project numbers in the STIP, were displayed on easels (see Appendix D).  GDOT 
staff was available at each meeting to answer questions and provide guidance to citizens.   
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IV. Summary of Public Meeting Comments 

Decem
 

Meeting attendees were encouraged to complete meeting comment forms.  The form 
collected information regarding the public involvement process – how people were notified 
of the meetings, whether or not the meeting was informative and how the meeting could be 
improved.  Meeting attendees were also asked to provide input regarding projects – project-
specific questions and input regarding other transportation issues.  Additionally, project team 
members took note of frequently asked questions or issues expressed by meeting attendees.  
A total of 33 comment forms were returned to the project team.  The majority of people with 
questions received answers from the GDOT staff on site.  Citizens also had the opportunity to 
submit questions to the STIP project manager via direct email.  During the period of 
February through October 2006, a total of 65 questions were submitted via email and 
received responses.

The public was also encouraged to complete comment forms on-site with the option of faxing 
or mailing completed forms back to the project team (see Appendix E).  The majority of 
comment forms received were completed on site by the public.  A summary of comments and 
input received is included in the following section.   

A total of 13 public meetings were held throughout the STIP area during the months of July 
and August. Over 500 people were estimated to have attended the meetings with over a third 
signed in and officially accounted for.  The District 2 and District 3 joint meeting held at 
Milledgeville Mall was the highest attended meeting closely followed by the District 3 
meeting at LaGrange Mall (see Table 2).   

ber 2006 

 

Figure 2. Most comment forms were completed on-site 
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Table 2.  Public Meetings Summary by Date 
Meeting Logistics Attendance  Notification Informative? 

Districts Date Time Venue Name City Signed 
In 

Counted Written 
Comments 

GDOT 
Flyer 

Email News
paper 

Other Yes No 

2 & 3 7/17/2006 4-7 p.m. Milledgeville Mall Milledgeville 45 110 8 0 0 6 2 1 1 
2            7/18/2006 4-7 p.m. Dublin Mall Dublin 14 39 3 N/A 0 1 1 1 0
3 7/18/2006 4-7 p.m. Flint River Technical 

College 
Thomaston        8 8 2 2 0 0 0 2 0

3 & 6 7/20/2006 4-7 p.m. Carroll County Board of  
Co. Commissioners 
Chamber 

Carrollton          17 17 3 1 1 0 0 2 0

3              7/24/2006 4-7 p.m. LaGrange Mall LaGrange 41 106 6 0 0 4 1 1 1
1 7/25/2006 4-7 p.m. Franklin Co. Justice Center Carnesville 11 11 3 2 0 0 0 N/A N/A 
4            7/25/2006 10-6 p.m. Valdosta Mall Valdosta 4 51 1 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
1 7/27/2006 4-7 p.m. North GA Tech College Clarkesville 19 40 6 1 1 0 3 4 0 
4            7/27/2006 10-6 p.m. Tifton Mall Tifton 0 39 0 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
5 7/27/2006 5-7 p.m. GDOT District 5 

Conference Room  
Jesup       15 15 0 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

4            8/1/2006 10-6 p.m. Albany Mall Albany 0 70 1 1 0 0 0 1 0
TOTALS 174         506 33 7 2 11 7 12 2
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Public Involvement  
The majority of people who returned comment forms (41%) stated that they were informed 
about the meeting through the local newspapers.  Approximately 26% of respondents were 
informed by the GDOT flyer that was mailed to the Family of Partners database, while 
another 26% were informed by other means (e.g., word of mouth, newsletter, phone call).  
Some also learned about the project by being in the mall on the date of the meeting and 
simply approaching the informational display to ask questions.  A small percentage (7%) was 
notified via email. 

The majority of respondents (86%) stated that the meetings were informative.  However 
many respondents offered suggestions on ways to improve the meetings as well as other 
information that could be provided at future meetings.  Responses regarding improvements 
generally centered around three improvement themes:  logistics, information, and displays 
and handouts. 

Improve Logistics 
Meeting attendees suggested that more notice be given to advertise the meetings.  It was also 
suggested that other means be used to advertise the meetings, such as email.  Making more 
handouts, picking closer meeting locations and providing more staff at meetings were among 
other suggestions.   

Improve Information Shared 
Several suggestions were offered regarding the type of information that could be provided 
which included more information about long range plans, timelines for starting and finishing 
projects and how potentially impacted citizens can become involved.  There were also 
suggestions that the GDOT representatives staffing meetings be more informative and that 
they provide more direct answers.   

Improve Displays & Handouts 
Meeting attendees requested that maps are improved to provide more detail.  They also 
suggested that GDOT provide more details regarding the projects in addition to the very brief 
descriptions given in the STIP handouts.   
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Figure 3. GDOT staff provided one-on-one assistance 

 

 
Planning Projects 
Meeting attendees who completed comment forms were also asked to provide input about 
any questions or comments they may have about particular projects (they were asked to 
provide the project number where available).  They were also asked to provide input 
regarding other transportation issues.  Responses to these two questions are summarized as 
follows. 

Project Specific Questions 
Responses to the comment form question asking for input about project specific questions 
yielded varied responses. A full summary of questions is included in Appendix F.  However, 
concern was raised at District 1 meetings regarding the status of the SR 17 road widening 
project in Franklin County (#122110) and the status and economic impacts of the interchange 
project at SR 53 and SR 400 in Dawson County (#132790).  There was significant concern 
raised at the District 2 and District 3 meeting in Milledgeville regarding the east by-pass 
around Eatonton.  

Project-specific questions heard in one-on-one conversations between GDOT staff and 
members of the public closely mirror those submitted in writing on the comment forms.  
Again, questions regarding the east-west by-pass in Eatonton arose, as well as questions 
regarding the east-west fall line project at the District 2 and District 3 joint meeting.  In 
Tifton County (District 4), meeting attendees were concerned with the widening of I-75 from 
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the Cook County line to CR 204 (#006073) and the status of the south Tifton by-pass project 
(#0001340).   

Other Transportation Issues 
Several comments were submitted regarding other transportation projects at each District 
STIP meeting.  Comments ranged from questions regarding the expansion of MARTA in 
District 1 to requests for bicycle and pedestrian amenities in District 4.  At the District 3 
meeting at LaGrange Mall, many attendees had questions regarding the West Point Kia 
project and its impacts to property owners in the immediate area.   

Frequently Asked Questions 
Frequently asked questions heard in conversations between GDOT staff and the public varied 
in content from general to project specific.   While project specific questions are summarized 
in the preceding subsection “Project Specific Questions” the more general questions are as 
follows: 

• What is the purpose of the public meetings?  

• What information will be gathered during the public meetings? How will it be used? 

• How are STIP projects developed and ranked? 

• What does “LUMP” mean in the STIP? 

• What are the phases of STIP projects? 

• How do projects make it into the STIP? 

• Does the state match STIP funds? 

• Is the STIP available? 

• Why is there no coordination with the City/County, and the MPOs? 

• Does GDOT maintain shoulders on roads? 

• Does GDOT purchase land ahead of time on project routes? 

V. Lessons Learned 
Public involvement is a process that can be customized and tailored to the public’s needs.  
For that reason, the public’s assessment of the STIP 2007 – 2009 meetings and how they can 
be improved will be strongly considered in the planning for the next set of meetings to occur 
in the summer of 2007.  In addition, GDOT staff will also provide input regarding ways to 
improve the STIP meetings so that the public truly benefits from this outreach effort.  Below 
are some preliminary areas to consider for the next cycle of STIP public meetings.  More 
detail will be added to this section after the January 2007 debrief. 

Improving Outreach to EJ Communities 
The EJ database could continue to be updated to include the most accurate information for 
entries currently in the database.  In addition, new EJ organizations and contacts could be 
consistently sought.  A more focused approach could be made to better identify areas that 
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could be targeted by EJ outreach efforts and the local knowledge of the GDOT district could 
continue to be utilized.  Since the District Planning & Programming engineers know which 
projects are in EJ neighborhoods, those areas could specifically be targeted for enhanced 
involvement.  In addition, project locations could be overlaid with census data to determine if 
projects are taking place in EJ neighborhoods, however this would require receiving a project 
list well in advance of the advertising period.   

Improving Public Comment Form 
A more structured comment form could be considered to facilitate the comment management 
and analysis process.  The comment form will be revised to include a finite number of 
choices where applicable.  In many cases, citizens did not give enough information when 
asked to provide input and questions regarding specific projects.  In this case, it will also be 
helpful to provide a table with clear headings or template for recording input. 

Improving the Public Meeting Experience 
The maps and the ways in which they are display can be improved so that they are better 
understood and utilized by the public.  Many citizens found it difficult to correspond the 
project numbers found on the maps with the project numbers in the STIP document.  In 
meetings with larger attendance, maps displaying the more popular projects, or those 
displaying projects in the location of the meeting were very crowded and hard to get to.   

For the next STIP cycle it will be beneficial to print multiple maps that can be displayed in 
meeting locations where high attendance is anticipated.  These maps could also be a zoomed-
in view of the area in which the meeting is being held.  This will allow citizens to see more 
information pertaining to the area where they live.  Additionally, perhaps easy-to-read 
symbols on the map could be used to differentiate between types of projects.  A traffic cone 
icon could indicate a planned road widening; a bridge icon could indicate construction of a 
bridge, and so on.  Popular landmarks and state route numbers can be used to help orient 
citizens.  If space permits, large plots can be made to display the STIP project descriptions 
that correspond to project numbers on the maps or this information will be printed directly on 
the map in a table or as a brief description underneath the project number.   

VI. Planning for the 2007 STIP Public Meetings 
The GDOT staff and consulting team debrief meeting planned for January 2007 will provide 
valuable information about the 2006 meetings and the best ways for moving forward with 
planning the summer 2007 public outreach effort.  Since public involvement planning is an 
iterative process, the STIP project team will continue to refine the ways in which the public 
is notified and engaged.    
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Appendix 
 

A: Meeting Notification Flyer 

B: Media Coverage Documentation 

C: District Press Releases 

D: Meeting Display Maps 

E: Comment Form  

F: Comment Form Summaries 
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STATE TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 
 

How did you hear about this meeting? ____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Did you find this meeting informational?  Please suggest ways to improve meeting format 

or ways to better provide information.  ___________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

What other information would be beneficial to be presented at meetings like this? _______ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Do you have any questions or comments about a particular project?  (Please provide the 

project number if available) _____________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Other transportation issues:_____________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Name:     _________________________________   Phone Number _____________________ 
 
Address:______________________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip:________________________________________________________________ 
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______________________ 
______________________ 
______________________ 
 
 
 
                                                               Georgia Department of Transportation 
        Office of Planning 
                                                               No 2 Capitol Square 
                                                               Atlanta, Georgia 30334-1002 
                                                                
                                                               Attention: Robert Hughes 
 
 
 
U. S. Mail or E-Mail comments to: Robert.Hughes@dot.state.ga.us 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOLD ALONG DOTTED LINE 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Meeting Date: July 17, 2006 
District(s): 2 & 3 
Meeting Location: Milledgeville Mall (Milledgeville) 
# Written Comments Received: 8 
# Attendees Signed in: 45 
# Attendees Counted: 110 
 
 
How did you hear about this meeting?  

• Newspaper (6) 

• Newsletter 

• Word of Mouth 

 

Did you find this meeting informational?  Please suggest ways to improve meeting format or ways 
to better provide information.   

• Yes 

• No: could not get definite answers to questions posed 

• Make more copies of handouts – ran out of Baldwin handouts quickly; suggested bringing a 

laptop and handing out CDs of projects 

• Is there a website? 

 

What other information would be beneficial to be presented at meetings like this? 

• Direct answers to a direct question; someone knowledgeable to answer specific questions about 

where roads will go 

• Present more details on each project 

• Map on bypass in Sparta 

 
Do you have any questions or comments about a particular project?  (Please provide the project 
number if available)  

• Status of Greensboro Bypass 

• 7461 or 8269 

• 231620 (Putnam) 

• Rumors of an east bypass around Eatonton and the possibility of widening GA 16E going towards 

Sparta 

• 222470 & 231620 (property owner on 441 & 129 where projects are planned) 

 
Other transportation issues 
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• Go back to dirt road, one lane, and leave homes alone 

• Do not take the east-west bypass through Meriwether (Baldwin County). Take it outside 

city limits. 

 

Frequently Asked Questions/Comments 

• Is the East/West bypass a programmed project?  How long will this project take to 

complete? 

• What are the different phases of GDOT projects?  

• Are more details available re: proposed projects? 

• How do projects make it into the STIP? 

• Project 0005828 – when will this project start? 

• Why would a project/highway be widened from 3 to 4 lanes (#231620, Putnam) on a 

highway with little congestion and traffic? 

• Is the whole STIP document available? Can I get a copy of the project list? 

• What is the start/end of the east/west fall line project? 

• Eatonton bypass – where? When? What will it look like? 

• Project 232260 (Baldwin) – What are the details of the bridge project here? 

• What is the status of the Highway 441 project in Milledgeville? 

• Is anything planned for the north end of Garrett Parkway in Baldwin County? 

Page 97 of 115 



APPENDIX F: STIP MEETING COMMENT  
FORM SUMMARIES 
2006 MEETINGS 

 
 
 
Meeting Date: July 18, 2006 
District(s): 2  
Meeting Location: Dublin Mall (Dublin) 
# Written Comments Received: 3 
# Attendees Signed in: 14 
# Attendees Counted: 39 
 
 
How did you hear about this meeting?  

• Passing through mall 

• Newspaper 

 
Did you find this meeting informational?  Please suggest ways to improve meeting format or ways 
to better provide information.   

• Yes; fliers around town would have been beneficial to improve folks’ knowledge of the event 

 

What other information would be beneficial to be presented at meetings like this? 

• How it will affect schools 

 
Do you have any questions or comments about a particular project?  (Please provide the project 
number if available)  

• 222410 – have plans been completed and will our home be affected or displaced? (2023 Cochran 

Hwy, Eastman, GA) 

 

Other transportation issues 

• Most of the roads south of 80 are not well maintained and very dark. People may argue it 

is in the low-income area and not worth fixing because of this. I believe low income is a 

major reason to make sure it is well lit and easy to travel to lower crime. 

• Streets in the city of Cochran are in dire need of resurfacing – deplorable condition 

 

Frequently Asked Questions/Comments 

• What about the SR 441 bypass project? 

• When is the bypass going to be complete? 

• Does the state have to match some of the funds for STIP projects? 

• Cochran/Bleckley County – there are 2 enhancement projects which splits up the money, 

but appropriated at different times.  More money is needed to patch city streets. 

• Does GDOT maintain the shoulders on roads 
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• Project # 222410 – have the plans changed (Dodge/Bleckley Counties) 

• What is happening in Treutlen County? 

• Is there going to be bus service added? 
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Meeting Date: July 18, 2006 
District(s): 3 
Meeting Location: Flint River Technical College (Thomaston) 
# Written Comments Received: 2 
# Attendees Signed in: 8 
# Attendees Counted: 8 
 
 
How did you hear about this meeting?  

• GDOT flyer (2) 

 

Did you find this meeting informational?  Please suggest ways to improve meeting format or ways 
to better provide information.   

• Yes (2) 

 

What other information would be beneficial to be presented at meetings like this? 

• Very thorough 

 
Do you have any questions or comments about a particular project?  (Please provide the project 
number if available)  

• Would like to see four-county rural transit program (Stewart, Clay, Quitman, Randolph counties) 

in STIP 

 

Other transportation issues 

• Include provisions for bike and pedestrian travel when appropriate, including route 

signage 

• Need more “School Bus Stop Ahead” street signs 

 

Frequently Asked Questions/Comments 

• What types of improvements are anticipated for project # 0006600 (Molena Walking 

Trail)? 

• SR 16 in Coweta: what type of project is this? Why doesn’t it show up in the STIP? 

• Did the 4-county transit study (Stewart, Quitman, Clay and Randolph) make it into the 

STIP?  
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Meeting Date: July 20, 2006 
District(s): 3 & 6 
Meeting Location: Carroll County Commission Chambers (Carrollton)
# Written Comments Received: 3 
# Attendees Signed in: 17 
# Attendees Counted: 17 
 
 
How did you hear about this meeting?  

• Invitation 

• Direct phone call/email from GDOT District 3 office 

• GDOT flyer 

 

Did you find this meeting informational?  Please suggest ways to improve meeting format or ways 
to better provide information.   

• Open house format works well. Ample information available from GDOT representative. 

• Yes 

 

What other information would be beneficial to be presented at meetings like this? 

• Recommend widening of SR113 from I20 north to the new RR flyover bridge project in planning – 

all area commercial growth located in this area 

• Would like to see projects in MPO plans highlighted on the maps at the public meetings. Counties 

in District 3 but are in area MPOs are not shown giving the indication there is no activity going on 

in these counties. Highlighting the projects in the MPOs that will eventually be part of the STIP 

will show a more comprehensive picture of area transportation improvements. 

 

Do you have any questions or comments about a particular project?  (Please provide the project 
number if available)  

• We need streetscape project for the downtown area 

 

Other transportation issues 

• What ever happened to the old signs that said “slower traffic keep right” on 4 lane roads? 

 

Frequently Asked Questions/Comments 

• SR 113 at the Railroad (City of Temple) – a flyover ramp is needed especially for 

emergency vehicles to get over the tracks when a train is crossing 
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• What is the purpose of this meeting? What information will be gathered? What will be 

done with the information? When will final findings be published? 

• The MPOs/ARC needs to be involved in these meetings, especially for counties close to 

metro Atlanta? 

• Project # 642310 (Carroll County) to replace Whooping Creek Bridge – many people do 

not want this bridge replaced, but would rather see it refurbished due to its beauty and 

historical significance 

• SR 16 – what is the status of this project? 

• Is the South Fulton project (extension into Carroll County) still an active project? 

• How will the gas tax impact the project? 
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Meeting Date: July 24, 2006 
District(s): 3 
Meeting Location: LaGrange Mall (LaGrange) 
# Written Comments Received: 6 
# Attendees Signed in: 41 
# Attendees Counted: 106 
 
 
How did you hear about this meeting?  

• Newspaper (4) 

• Walked In  

 

Did you find this meeting informational?  Please suggest ways to improve meeting format or ways 
to better provide information.   

• No 

• The map of Troup County that was displayed at the meeting did not show many of the most 

important programmed projects 

• Yes 

• Make representative more informative 

 
What other information would be beneficial to be presented at meetings like this? 

• The projects listed in paper (LaGrange Daily News) were not answered 

• Much better maps 

• More notice about the program 

• Have a lot of representatives on hand with maps or computers that can tell people more 

 

Do you have any questions or comments about a particular project?  (Please provide the project 
number if available)  

• Hamilton Road project in LaGrange-Troup County 

• Project numbers 321715, 322250; US 27 Connector to I-185; I-85 Widening – these are 4 

projects that were programmed but have been pushed out past 2009.  These projects are high 

priorities 

• West Point Kia project – where are all the roads/interchanges?  How will it affect the exiting 

roads? 

 

Other transportation issues 
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• I would like to know about what is going to happen about the West Point Road traffic that 

is already there, not counting what will happen when the Kia plant opens.  

• To be more informative on where interchanges are to be 

• Red light at Main Street (LaGrange) and Bryan Hurst Street (old East Depot Street).  We 

need a turning lane and to stop the tripper that will let traffic through 

• I would like to review the possibility of lowering the speed limit on Hogansville-Mountville 

Road in the area of Flat Creek Ranch because of safety concerns.   

 

Frequently Asked Questions/Comments 

• How will the Kia plant interchange impact the area? 

• What is the status of the Highway 27 project (Hamilton Road)? 

• Is the loop/bypass project going to actually happen? If so, when? 

• When is the PIOH scheduled for project 351170 (SR 14/US 29 left turn lane)? 

• What does “Lump” mean in the STIP “Year” column?  

• What is the status of the south loop project?  How far out will the road be widened?  

When will a design meeting be held? 

• Why is the widening of SR 27 stalled? 

• Why is there not more coordination with the City and County? 

• How will historic structures be protected along Hamilton Road? 

• Will a light be installed at Fling on Highway 29?  

• Has GDOT sent letters to residents in the area of the Kia plant interchange offering to 

purchase property from owners who may be impacted? 

• More advanced notice is needed by way of news articles in local papers to get the word 

out to people 

• Does GDOT purchase land ahead of time along a project route? 
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Meeting Date: July 25, 2006 
District(s): 4 
Meeting Location: Valdosta Mall (Valdosta) 
# Written Comments Received: 1 
# Attendees Signed in: 4 
# Attendees Counted: 51 
 
 
How did you hear about this meeting?  

• N/A 

 

Did you find this meeting informational?  Please suggest ways to improve meeting format or ways 
to better provide information.   

• N/A 

 
What other information would be beneficial to be presented at meetings like this? 

• N/A 

 

Do you have any questions or comments about a particular project?  (Please provide the project 
number if available)  

• N/A 

 

Other transportation issues 

• Highway 333 from Quitman to Moultrie – road is so rough you will lose your motor 

supports 

 

Frequently Asked Questions/Comments 

• When is the I-75 construction going to be done? 

• When will construction on Highway 133 begin? 

• Will Valdosta get a transit bus system? 

• What are the upcoming projects in Brooks County? 

Page 105 of 115 



APPENDIX F: STIP MEETING COMMENT  
FORM SUMMARIES 
2006 MEETINGS 

 
 
 

Meeting Date: July 25, 2006 
District(s): 1 
Meeting Location: Franklin County Justice Center (Carnesville) 
# Written Comments Received: 3 
# Attendees Signed in: 11 
# Attendees Counted: 11 
 
 
How did you hear about this meeting?  

• GDOT Flyer (2) 

 

Did you find this meeting informational?  Please suggest ways to improve meeting format or ways 
to better provide information.   

• More description of projects, i.e. time lines, start/finish 

• The printed material was very informative 

 
What other information would be beneficial to be presented at meetings like this? 

• How do we (municipalities) get projects in front of GDOT? 

 

Do you have any questions or comments about a particular project?  (Please provide the project 
number if available)  

• 4-lane highway 17 from Lavonia to Royston bypass 

 

Other transportation issues 

• N/A 

 

Frequently Asked Questions/Comments 

• I-85 through Banks & Franklin counties needs improvement 

• SR 72 – high traffic volume between Colbert and 17 (project not in plan, but should be) 

• What is happening at the industrial park/new Banks Crossing Road?  

• Criticism re: TE contract amount on I-85 

• Jackson County – traffic signal needed because of development at Old Pendergrass 

Road at SR 11/US 129. 
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Meeting Date: July 27, 2006 
District(s): 1 
Meeting Location: North Georgia Technical College (Clarkesville) 
# Written Comments Received: 6 
# Attendees Signed in: 19 
# Attendees Counted: 40 
 
 
How did you hear about this meeting?  

• Chamber of Commerce E-mail (3) 

• Email 

• GDOT Flyer 

 

Did you find this meeting informational?  Please suggest ways to improve meeting format or ways 
to better provide information.   

• Yes!  This was useful and informative.  Could be publicized sooner and make the meetings closer 

to our county 

• Very helpful; would have liked to have had more project detail available.  

• Yes—better advertisement of the meetings 

• The info about the various processes was helpful.  I think I knew more about the status of the 

actual projects than the DOT reps, except Mr. Mahoney.   

• Very informative; good format/one-on-one information. 

 
What other information would be beneficial to be presented at meetings like this? 

• Future plans; long-range plans 

• More project detail 

• How businesses and public that will be impacted can be involved.  Have an email blast to notify 

us and any other means you can implement 

• Detailed maps 

 

Do you have any questions or comments about a particular project?  (Please provide the project 
number if available)  

• GA 400 flyover at Highway 53; Frontage Roads in Dawson County; Highway 53 expansion in 

Hall, Dawson, Pickens Counties 

• Project #132790 – will explore contacting those more directly involved in project re: redesign 

• 400/53 project needs to be addressed by all parties - local and state. 
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• Project # 132790 – 53 & 400 project – consider the economic impact that this project could have 

adversely on businesses.  Listen to the locals – we are the ones who will live and work there 

when the project is done.   

 

Other transportation issues 

• When is MARTA going to look at northern expansion? 

• By-pass for City of Dawsonville at 53 & square.  

• Highway 53’s future?  

• Let us know about plans to widen 53 to match up with 4 lanes coming from east and west 

on 53 from Gainesville and Pickens.   

• There needs to be a passing lane between Dahlonega and the Hall county line on 

Highway 60.  The only passing lanes were near Dahlonega but were changed to a 2-way 

turning lane. 

• There needs to be pull-out spots located on the mountain roads like California has to 

allow drivers to pull off the highway to allow others to pass.  

• Cost of projects cutting into number of projects available.  

 

Frequently Asked Questions/Comments 

• Large group of representatives from Dawson County and the city of Dawsonville 

expressed the following:: 

o Concerns with a range of STIP projects including roadway improvements, 

widenings, and streetscape improvements 

o Continually commented on the importance of combining transportation planning 

with economic development, land use, and local works planning; critical of the 

GDOT planning process 

o Expressed that there is not enough input from local officials; not enough 

coordination between GDOT, local officials, and surrounding regions, including 

the area RDC and the Atlanta Regional Commission 

o Expressed concern about GA 400 improvements and providing infrastructure 

between Atlanta and North Georgia communities. 

• State senator from the North Georgia area had questions on behalf of two communities, 

primarily visiting and picking up some information on STIP program 

• Several citizens concerned about projects adjacent to their property, particularly roadway 

widening and bridges  
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• Several representatives of private construction and engineering firms inquiring about 

pending projects. 

 

Meeting Date: July 27, 2006 
District(s): 4 
Meeting Location: Tifton Mall (Tifton) 
# Written Comments Received: 0 
# Attendees Signed in: 0 
# Attendees Counted: 39 
 
 
How did you hear about this meeting?  

• N/A 

 

Did you find this meeting informational?  Please suggest ways to improve meeting format or ways 
to better provide information.   

• N/A 

 
What other information would be beneficial to be presented at meetings like this? 

• N/A 

 

Do you have any questions or comments about a particular project?  (Please provide the project 
number if available)  

• N/A 

 

Other transportation issues 

• N/A 

 

Frequently Asked Questions/Comments 

• When is the I-75 project going to be complete? 
• What is the status of the Tifton by-pass? 
• When is the Exit 49 project going to begin? 
• When they by-pass comes through, where will that be?   
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Meeting Date: July 27, 2006 
District(s): 5 
Meeting Location: District 5 Conference Room (Jesup) 
# Written Comments Received: 0 
# Attendees Signed in: 15 
# Attendees Counted: 15 
 
 
How did you hear about this meeting?  

• N/A 

 

Did you find this meeting informational?  Please suggest ways to improve meeting format or ways 
to better provide information.   

• N/A 

 
What other information would be beneficial to be presented at meetings like this? 

• N/A 

 

Do you have any questions or comments about a particular project?  (Please provide the project 
number if available)  

• N/A 

 

Other transportation issues 

• N/A 

 

Frequently Asked Questions/Comments 

• How are STIP projects developed and ranked? 
• Why was a fence installed along Hwy 84 between Waycross and Jesup near the Sotilla 

River Crossing?   
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Meeting Date: July 27, 2006 
District(s): 6 
Meeting Location: District 6 Headquarters Conference Room 

(Cartersville) 
# Written Comments Received: 2 
# Attendees Signed in: 18 
# Attendees Counted: 18 
 
 
How did you hear about this meeting?  

• E-mail from Bartow County Chamber of Commerce 

• Mail 

 

Did you find this meeting informational?  Please suggest ways to improve meeting format or ways 
to better provide information.   

• Yes, very informative  

• Very good 

 
What other information would be beneficial to be presented at meetings like this? 

• Copies of maps with project numbers included 

• Match project # to map 

 

Do you have any questions or comments about a particular project?  (Please provide the project 
number if available)  

• N/A 

 

Other transportation issues 

• N/A 

 

Frequently Asked Questions/Comments 

•  What is the progress of the Bartow 411 connector project?  
• Pickens County and the City of Jasper really want to see PI 621490 Pickens moved back 

into the STIP. This project is SR-53 from SR-515 to CR 243/Industrial Blvd.  The district 

is in agreement that this project is needed.  
• Interest in the Flyover project on I-575/SR 515 at Pickens-Cherokee County  
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Meeting Date: August 1, 2006 
District(s): 4 
Meeting Location: Albany Mall (Albany) 
# Written Comments Received: 1 
# Attendees Signed in: 0 
# Attendees Counted: 70 
 
 
How did you hear about this meeting?  

• GDOT Flyer 

 

Did you find this meeting informational?  Please suggest ways to improve meeting format or ways 
to better provide information.   

• Yes 

 
What other information would be beneficial to be presented at meetings like this? 

• N/A 

 

Do you have any questions or comments about a particular project?  (Please provide the project 
number if available)  

• Please include 4-county (Randolph, Quitman, Clay, Stewart) rural transit program in STIP 

• Four-laning US 82 is a high priority in our region 

• Consider bicycle and pedestrian amenities whenever and wherever possible.  

 

Other transportation issues 

• N/A 

 

Frequently Asked Questions/Comments 

• Two citizen reps w/ local advocacy organizations concerned about general projects in 

District 4: 

o Discussed a range of roadway and intersection projects  

o Compared notes on recent GDOT and FHWA meetings; arranged to pick up 

some additional information 

• Representative from Baker County, following up on several previous discussions and 

discussing several specific projects – particularly interested in roadway safety and bridge 

improvements 

Page 112 of 115 



APPENDIX F: STIP MEETING COMMENT  
FORM SUMMARIES 
2006 MEETINGS 

 
 

• Several local Albany residents asking about Dougherty and Lee County projects – 

directed to the MPO and city governments to find out more information 

• Several Army representatives from District 4 bases inquiring about projects surrounding 

area bases 

• Several city officials curious about projects around Albany and adjacent counties – 

particularly Hwy 19 in Dougherty and Lee Counties (not covered by STIP) 

• Transportation planner with the Southern Chattahoochee Regional Development Center 

commenting on projects in the western section of District 4 – particularly concerned with 

bike and pedestrian facilities.  
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Comments Received by Mail/Fax 
 
How did you hear about this meeting?  

• Invitational letter 

• Greater Rome Chamber of Commerce informed members 

• Announcement was received in the mail 

 

Did you find this meeting informational?  Please suggest ways to improve meeting format or ways 
to better provide information.   

• YES; letter to Gordon Click District President (White, Habersham – SOQUE Garden) at present 

Margaret Ballard, PO Box 338, Cornelia, GA 30521-0338; Virginia D. Palmer, Hiawassee, GA 

Georgia Power office, Cleveland, GA 30528 and Habersham County 

• Format was good 

 
What other information would be beneficial to be presented at meetings like this? 

• TAGS: Daisy-Garden Clubs of Ga., Inc. and others 

• IMMINENT DOMAIN (private property) 

• Everything was good 

 

Do you have any questions or comments about a particular project?  (Please provide the project 
number if available)  

•  SIGNS: could “no passing” be placed after left turn from 284 onto #75 South, and or 129? 

Wendells Restaurant, ReMax Realty, Shell Filling Station, Black Bear Theatre Entry (dangerous). 

Also could “Congested Area” sign above Ramada Inn 17/75N. 

• Project 0004915: This is a key project that will allow for economic development growth in NW 

Georgia. Please allow for funding to ensure timely completion 

• Yes – question about status of proposed interstate 3 – Savannah to Knoxville was explained as 

not yet on list of STIP projects in Georgia 

 

Other transportation issues 

• 17/75 N 

• Project 661950 – let’s get this done ASAP 

 

PS For information only: Traffic back up coming and going Water Slide buses with trailers, tubing (3 

entries out into Hiway 17/75N) 
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