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Tt buyins with the Indian who followad rivers and game twﬂ11 to travel from place to
nlace.

en came the Furopean.with his oxcart and wagon, which widened and compacted

fh:ia paths into primitive roads.

e 4 But it would take over two hundred years before thesz oxcart roads became
nrassways, the most efficient road system ever davised to move people and their goods
e land.

Thos
“lide 5 (Title slide) ﬁFrcm Indian Trails to Expressways and Beyond", is the story of

that change. It is the story o‘ pegple wha had visions of what this state, Georgia

=74 hecome, and they had the know how to achieva this dream through transportation.

slathorpe selected a spot about 10-miles upriver from the

Z

viozic Ocean for the site of his first city in the new colony.

: 7 Ona of Oglethorpe's earliest actions, that of laying out the streets of

nnaf, was transportation ralated,

: 3 QOne of the purposes for estabdlishing

t
sbtors, was to provide a dafznse buffar baiwsen

~ & refyge for d b he northern
it coTonies and Spanish Florida. Conssquently Oglethorpe built a chain of forts,

“which was of the current site of Darijen.

the Lanaral needad

* In order to mova his troops from one location

7 Wno could bet

and friend, Tomochichi to kalp hinm lay-out the fire® defense highway in



cid V7

A¥ By 1735, Augssta had baen estzblished as a fort site and to benefit from the
wrishing trade betwsen the Indians and the Carolina Colonias. This trade, by tha

a2 million animal peits exch angad for guns and ammunition.
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Where trails crossed, trading center f]ou shed. Hezre, you can see the
F present day centers of commerce areas by looking at the places whe‘v'-a the
i3 converga. The Indians Rad their own version of the "fall- ilra freeway" that

vaoso dmportant.  Latar Mitledgeyille, Macon and Columbus would be situated on it.

G2 33 By 1755 = netuark of roads croszed the eastarn saaboard. . However, they

2rily ran north and south, with a Tew thoroughfaras going east and west

that the first road law was passed in tha British colony of

-

tutory Mathod, it re uxred all males between the ages of 16
W

torvinrk on the reads im tneir arsas at Teast 12 days out of the year.

~i By the eve of the American Ravolution, the wastern push had begun as settler

L

“iland to acquire wich fara Jands.

3

i B3 the plantatfon era openzd up naw lands for farning, a haphazard highway
h

cany up.  Mamy were simpily Tike this “tobacco road wre hogshad rollars
Fafn to the nearest loading dock, for farm goods to b2 shipnad by water to th
Ay L vden
AT ATl .
T Hazer traval wis the chaapest method of ¢ ov1n5 goods 23 tha ninteenth cenzury

- HERE o B 2 m o ny e AL - ~ P . [ S oy e F . 2 e N - ~
Tha "fali-Tine froeway™ the Indians used hecars dancre2singly fmportant as

was shipasd to these point: parksd by 2 solid cirsie.  Lommercial contars
DA FA 'y o E- BN P A P SR T o
grang un at the heads of Tha navigsbiz rivers shown by an anchar sysbol.




» the steom engine and the ratlroad came 4nto existence at this time

gut. would be the cheapast way to wmove peopls and gcods

$3%de 20 With the raflroads, transportation in Georgia tmok a giant step. The period

Foeailroad building and turapike construction.

2 of the first rail Tines to oparate in the ‘U.S. ran batween Auacusta and
) &

zrteston in 1833. G@ﬁrgaa le adapm had quickly seen the banefi
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weavdl even though ¥t wes still crud With state help wail lines increased. TFhe

L “ T SN - a 0 R O L "t
=TS An St 3E P -t Epkhi ot ¥ S Lt Tio it LS o oy RSO Se M b e e i s

22 In en effort €o improve the roads in the Stats Ruring this period, the Georgia

ature chartersd turnpike corpora LT0RS . Fiombmmm e ot oaimic b 50 O E i o]
‘s ;t".‘:’;,'.
tions earmad retiwrns on their Fmwestments by charging io??s at

s.. Poles or "pikes” Blocksd tha road until the fes was duly paid,

“u% the nam2 turnpike.

24 In 1829 the Gsorgia lzgisTaturs purch
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cofisTaction arose almost immediataly since most of %2 work was done around the

. 3 %, y e T . g . | N &
apd the rural vroads ware negleciad.

25 Aftar the War Between the States, road building declined, as the jawmakars
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te charter turnpike corporacion road crmein “%?‘ﬂ yeited on tns

"y Mathod. This means of rond building saw wore olay than work accomplished.

0 Beaginning fa the early 18
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This form the bicycle, would stars a movement that would evantuyally pave the
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gazrad to tha r&a!?z bad roads. Women participatad. One,.Miss Roberta Marks of Athens,

= her car - in a"slam-bang, spen tacular fashion showing har big gray car no

marny on the rough  reads" one account said.

iz 35 ‘Anether tour which drew comsiderable attraction was the Dixie Highway Caravan,

ok went from Chicage, ITiinois to Miami, Florida. This traffic fiow from north to

31

4

2 would be the predominan® pattern for the state. This was a change from the

towest movement that dominated travel during the early 1800's.

15 Dixie Hi ighway Tour, one of seversl, caused quite a celebration in

. Harris w&?coming.the tourists, and treating them to an old fashion

This same year Gz, lecislators passed the Motor Fuel Tax Act,

13ve a far r achxng effev,.

ear bafors, in 1914, an historic mseiing occurred in Atlanta. This

Y h

‘ng was the beginning of what later bscame the American Association of State

and Transportation Officials.
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cvoe 38 1t would take an act of Congrass, the Fedarzl Bid te Mighways Act of 1918,
oz leprgia would have a state highway commission.  In August 1218, tne General

=y, meeting in an extrzordinary session creatzd the commission arnd named
wzel, second from the right, as one membar, Later he bscamz tha first Stats

Ty Enginser,

de

A [P s U YD AU, S - ¥ -~ o E “ g P ta y ,\,—1 P - 3 >y e
3 Although the Gensral Assambiv oaly apprroriatad $10.020 for the new comnd

First year of operation, by the end of the #irst full year of operation in 1919,

FFor Bhe next 20 years the Deosrimanl's primary goal was to gal Gaorgian's

-
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1920, Georgia was fourth in the nation to avail itself of fedsral funds.

ne sizts highway consisted of 4,800 miles of roads connecting county seat to county

This systam, was than thought to be the solution to the transportation protlem.

TP 7: 42 The basic magiinery for getting the state out of tha mud was in operation by
Tiili. That year the Gemeral Asszsambly amsnded the Motor Fual Tax Act of 1921 to read

ee cents, instead of the on= cent to be collected from the distributors of motor fuel.

£3 Originally, the one cemt went to the state's ge rxefa}' fund to be used &t the
e J

ITha i

Howewsyr, the 1924 amendment set aside a third of the

L5

ha ysed as a spscizh fund hy the highway deparimant, to walch faderal funds fo

oy dee

nthar third of this motor fuel tax weat o canceliy

ceorrsasury, incurred in disoounting the bonds of state-owne

cords The other-tird was distributed to counties to use exclusively for public

het

nowy Early 20tn cemtury auk

- by the departmart told sob

o i -1 - JO : - . P PR . = o Y
arky take the left fork tyavel Tour miles to a storz, and so fordt
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> Neadiess to szy even with
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r & highway nusgering
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Topad by tha Apsrican Associaticn of

yibem, was an early
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i nignway cafely using veflactive giass The Fedsral
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v Systam roass nad beaen dasignatsd i 1571
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2 48 Aemitirer early traffic and safaty concern was rafirecad crossings. Georgia

aa camg&fgm T the late 1920's to place special warwing signs with fla:ing

sglacted raffroad crossings.

ide 49 In 1927 thexﬁhﬂrgwa s cit¥zens woted to build rwads on a pay-as-you-go basis.

u

receiving four cents,

P

. motor fusl tex was six cents, wilth tha highway dsparimen

oty highways recefwing one cent: and Public School fgualization funds. getting the

sravatning cent.

sEAade 50 The Taylor-Hedl Act gave the state the right to designate "state-aid" roads
k R, ]

11929, By thfS'tim& state-highways totaled 7,090 miles.

‘a

LiribeddrIia Nrwnmv REBCC05 S e

First mamed Candler Field it would

>

n's sacond busiest airport, and ba calied Hartsfiald Irne“nafio il

cwo = 53 Curiously, this Internatfonal airport begun as an automobile race track.

* LQ‘A 1928 law allowsd fedaral participation in beawtifying the highwa vays. Georgla
2 teking advantage of this Taw by creafing roadsids purks in 7930.
increasing mileage, the maintanance

cootecand resurface the existing asphaitic highways.

25 One of the deparctment’s early
oD nee onas. Famy of these progects and othar highway consiruction vork wers

ia part by the Work Profects Administration (WB4) to help pull the country

T

Beorassion.



”’190 57 Betwean 193% and 1942 the WP

A helped Georgia construct 2,084 miles of primary,

cuoondary and post rewds, and 3000 bridzes for a total of 314.4 million.
NT 1'} -3
L i R Sk b e 3 B S b Ford

i e e O T DL Fordedrn~ions WPA financed £5% per

thaess naw roads.

the end of tha third decade a department historian wrote, "Georgia is

wizzly out of the mud," with four trunk Tine highways rumming north and south,
y | _ _

e going east amt west, completely paved.

2 Material resszrch has long baen a concern 0f the Dapartment. It was one of

riping on ‘the cent¢r11n° and road edge when the Traffic

Division wes created in EQ@Q. By the end of ths year this division had

~! Reinforcing stsel becama-available only with a high prisr

ty rating., T
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~ich Gaorgia's ?ﬁTFSL abounded, became aval,;u 2 only ugen tha approval of iha
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T5de 64 iaﬁc&fved in 1947, intarstate construction began in 1957. It would prdvé
Zm bhe one of the most mammoth éngin&er%ng tasks of all ages, and has been compared 1o
Buwfiding the Pyramids of Egypt. wgia elected to build its urban interstates first,
mrimarily becanaetthe right-of-way was cheapar to acquira. . This proved to be a

, 1J(ﬁ»V
a8 move in reesnt ynars.

-

» 65 Tn 1950, th° Desartment’ s pianning division began Tong range biennial road

“improvemnent pians. If thw~par’od from 1920 to 1945 could ba called the Formative

Waprs, then the Period 1945 2 1968 can be called t.w Baom fears;

S 1ide 66 The fift fteen year p&w?cd between 1945 and 1960 saw an accelarated building /
wrogram.  People were tirsd of ba1na told they wverz oul of the mud. They wanted some

aomorete evidence. -

oy

57 ﬁs a resqu, the v&tﬂrs dev””ﬁd to break away from the pay-as-you-go -

* 3

~Zing program, and the Geseral Assembly in ths 5& s c¢raated three authorities wnzcn

e 00 float bonds to finance voad building.

o+ £3 Continuing ts policy of taking advaniage of the latest technology, the

bososstment acquired a plane in 1952 to take azrial photos for mipping and other

(23]

as. Georgia was one of tha eayﬂiest'depar:*ﬁﬁ? to do this. ~Ase—aiihii-

" Aeran, 0, ol

Criia iha HighwasDoparizest hocarmad

o g oo e, G P S he Y P SN o, T s
ng the ssziw decade, the Decarimant found 1ts21f making remarkable

Lot ss on its Interstate. SGov. Ermzst Vandiver ynveiled the first 1-75 sign in

Thunty in 1959, but it would be: 79 ysars bafore this original system was completad,

70 The early 1968's saw an EEEﬁSiis on comprehaniiva planaing.  The 1952

iy

(] - -3. A 1 s : g B oy iy gy N R -
Aid to Highways Act requir 3 concinuing, comprenansiva, conpzrabiy



. About the mid T950's & naw phrase enterad tha American vocabulary: “quality

Paople wera less inulined to donate land for highway right-of-way than

w7 oware in the early Fifties.

& 72 With the grsster emphasis on aesthetics and safaty, the department found

loing more in e highway environment. For example in 1963, ths first of the

pw

&
i

westate rest areas seya operred.

'3 73 The years 1588 through 1870 can be called the Yaars of Challenge and Changs,

t met the ¢hallengz. It listened to the people, held public hearings,
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1 pecame active in preserving the environment, while providiag transportation

5 In 1967 tha L.%. Depariment of Transportation was created, five years later

©w haorgia Department wf Transgoriation was formed.

By 1978 tha state's original

criate system was wmplate. H 'ghways had coms a jong way From the days of

3, 77, 78, 79 Now tha DOT is also Tooking for ways %o improve other modes of

“ooptation such a 3M1c transit in Gecrgia's urban and rural ares

51‘
Ua

Ry 2§ 3 v Vg g e sy o A - - by W3 [ S N e ¥ T TTF
«<A sysitam thet Tncorpmeatas alr transportaiion, hacausza seme 40 million
s Flew on commrcial F1i0h7s dn Ceorgia by 1979,

Pty o Eovempp i ey 2 o e g e Fobagenn T avma o S ;
Tnday, with a mew Tocus on indusirial and agriculitural expansion and erw‘f'/
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i, Georgia’s weterways



rs, and just

e
Sk

Jide 83 Transportation in Georgia i5 reaching its Mature

t reatiza its potentiali to aid the state's growth and prosperity.
e public support, transportation will go beyond exprassways,

ta

ning tre

ST oman

el B

i ER con
atd:serve the people as it has in the past.
0GD) The degree towhich we are able to sarva the people of

G

24 {DCT L

teorgia in the future is in doubt bacause of severe cuts fin federal aid to

snsportatiom,. and comtinuing shortfalls im state motor Fuel tax collections.

.
Y¥our support is crucial to the continuad prograss of your statel



