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Current Rail Project Status

•Atlanta to Chattanooga
• Tier One EIS process underway
•Draft EIS by December 2010

A l M• Atlanta to Macon
•Received comments from FRA on NEPA
•Work on O&M funding near complete•Work on O&M funding near complete
•Next Steps

•Revise NEPA per FRA commentsp



Upcoming HSR Studies Schedule

High Speed Intercity Passenger Rail Funding
Received award of $250 000 each for three Feasibility StudiesReceived award of $250,000 each for three Feasibility Studies

Macon to Jacksonville FL. Atlanta to Birmingham AL.  Atlanta to Louisville KY.

Currently y
•MOU’s are circulating for signature with Tennessee and Kentucky
•Tennessee and Kentucky sending GDOT Financial Commitment letters for match funds 
shares.
GDOT fi li i t f i f ll th t di•GDOT finalizing procurement for services for all three studies

Next Steps
• Finalize Cooperative Agreement with Federal Railroad Administration (June 2010)Finalize Cooperative Agreement with Federal Railroad Administration (June 2010)
•Start Studies (July 2010)
•Complete Studies (July 2011)
•Apply for NEPA funding from FRA (2011 funding cycle)



FRA High Speed Rail Funding Round Two

• In April issued Federal Register Notice for $50M for High 
Speed Rail Planning

• Items eligible for Planning Funds:
S R il Pl•State Rail Plans

•NEPA
• Applications due May 19 2010• Applications due May 19, 2010

•State Rail Plan
•High Speed Rail Line Charlotte to Atlantag p
•“Capital‐Coastal” Intercity Corridor
•Atlanta to Macon Corridor 



State Rail Plan ($2 Million)

•Current State Rail Plan was an effort to maintain funding eligibility.

•Next generation Rail Plan is to make a strong case for investment.Next generation Rail Plan is to make a strong case for investment.

•Covers the entire state of Georgia &connections outside Georgia.
•GDOT has started procuring services for the effort.  G OT has started procuring services for the effort.

•Final plan will be a more comprehensive rail plan with greater 
information and planning detail for the future.  

•Work will become part of the State Strategic plan



NEPA Grants
Total request $14.5 Million

Charlotte to Capital-Coastal Atlanta to 
Atlanta Corridor Corridor Macon Corridor

Develop a Tier One 
Environmental Impact

Develop a Tier One 
Environmental Impact

Develop a Tier One 
Environmental ImpactEnvironmental Impact 

Statement with addition of 
Service Development Plan, 
as required by Federal 
Railroad Administration.

Environmental Impact 
Statement with addition of 
Service Development Plan as 
a first step toward 
implementing intercity 

Environmental Impact 
Statement with the 
inclusion of a Service 
Development plan, as 
required by Federal 

passenger Rail service as a 
connection to the Future 
High Speed Rail Service 
through Atlanta to Savannah.

Railroad Administration.

$7M $4.5M $3M



FRA Project Process
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FRA Project Process
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Questions?


