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WHY GREEN SIGNs?WHY GREEN SIGNs?

Federal Highway AdministrationFederal Highway Administration
(FHWA) and Georgia DOT support
recycling when it makes engineering,recycling when it makes engineering,
environmental and economical sense



GDOT Maintenance Green Sign 
Process

Old f d d d d i• Old, faded or damaged signs 
collected and sent to GCI for 
cashcash
– ~$63,000 received from old 
signs last year

• New signs purchased at 
reduced cost

• All GDOT Maintenance signs 
refurbished at GCI or GDOT 
i hsign shop



SIGN REFURBISHING PROCESSSIGN REFURBISHING PROCESS

Completely removes reflective sheeting and 
adhesive using pressurized water without 
damaging the aluminum blank or extruded 

lpanel



REFURBISHING PROCESS CONTINUEDREFURBISHING PROCESS CONTINUED

Does not alter the thickness of the 
aluminum blank or extruded panelaluminum blank or extruded panel



REFURBISHING PROCESS CONTINUEDREFURBISHING PROCESS CONTINUED

New reflective sheeting is applied to 
the refurbished aluminum blankthe refurbished aluminum blank   



CURRENT STATUS in Maintenance UseCURRENT STATUS in Maintenance Use

Georgia DOT started using the refurbished aluminum signs 
around 2002

South Carolina DOT – 2006

Mi i i i DOT 2009Mississippi DOT – 2009

Oregon DOT‐ 2012g

Louisiana DOT currently in process of going to refurbished 
aluminumaluminum



CURRENT STATUS in GDOT 
Construction

Georgia DOT has reached an agreement on 
method of QA for construction projects and ismethod of QA for construction projects and is 
awaiting a QA plan from the supplier



QA plan requirementsQA plan requirements

• Provide traceability of y
aluminum material

• Provide for maintaining 
integrity of aluminum 
material; thicknessmaterial; thickness,  
flatness

• Provide for new sheeting 
that lasts



ChallengesChallenges

Ensure sign material is undamaged

Ensure signs are made from approved g pp
material

Ensure sheeting will adhere



Solution:Solution:

GreenGreen 
QA 
TAG

“Green”“Green”Green  Green  
QA TagsQA Tags
and Sheeting and Sheeting 
manufacturermanufacturer warrantyswarrantysmanufacturer manufacturer warrantyswarrantys



THE FUTURE / WHAT’S NEXT?THE FUTURE / WHAT S NEXT?

• Anticipating new QA plan from Company soon 

• Can use existing line items for bid

• Plan to allow Green Signs on ConstructionPlan to allow Green Signs on Construction 
soon



QUESTIONS?


