
MINUTES
STATE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
#2 Capitol Square

Atlanta, Georgia 30334

March 20, 2008

l0 :00  a .m.

tsOARD MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE:

Mike Evans. Chairrnan
Garland Pinholster.  Vice Chairrnan
Roy I lerrington
Bi l l l ,Langda le
Sam Wellborn
Robert L. Brown, Jr.
Ernory McClinton
Rudy Bou'en
l -a rn 'Walker
I l i l l  K u h l k e .  J r .
I )ar id Doss
Rar bon Arrderson
Dana Lenron

DOT STAFF IN ATTENDANCE:

Cornn.r i ssioner Gena Abrahanr
Kevin Clark. COO
Buddy Gratton. Deputy Commissioner
Mary Harr is
Earl  Mahfuz
-l-odd 

Long
Gerald Ross
Jo Ann Chance
Sandra Burgess
Jef f  H i l l
Micliael Cooper
Steve Henry
E,r icka Davis

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:

Sam Wellborn

Chainnan Mike Evans opened the rneet irrg at l0:00 a.m.
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Bi l ly Langdale gave the invocat ion.

Chairman Evans asked for a motion to approve the minutes frorn the February 2008 meetings. Bill
Kuhlke made a motion to approve the rninutes from the February 2008 meetings, seconded by Garland
Pinholster and unanimously approved. *

-fodd 
Long, Director of Preconstruction, requested approval of the projects proposed for the April

2008 l-et1ing. Chainnan Evans asked for a motion to approve. Bi l l  Kuhlke made a motion to approve
the projects proposed for the April 2008 Letting, seconded by Roy Herrington and unaninrouslv
approved.*

Mike Thomas, Director of Planning, Data & lntermodal Development requested approval for the
revisions proposed for the Construction Work Program for March 2008. Raybon Anderson nrade a
tnotion to approve the revisions to the Construction Work Program, seconded by Rudy Ilowen and
runan imously approved. *

Conlmissiotrer Gena Abraham gave her monthly repofl, which included the state fund collcctions: total
cnrplovnrent figure for February 29, 2008 and major projects open to trafflc.*

Commissioner Abraham also requested approval of  the fol lorving resolut ion. Raybon Anderson made
a motion to approvc the fol lowing resolut ion. seconded by Roy Herr ington and unanimously approved.

Resolut ion

H'hereas, Donna Cravey, a nat ive of Ben Hi l l  County, began hercareer with the Georgia DOT in
. lune 2003 as a Publ ic Works Civi l  Technician; and

Wherens, Donna Cravey is responsible for the public works infrastructure construction inspection
and mainlenance in the Georgia Depafiment of Transportation Dislrict Four's Fitzgerald Area Officel and

Ll/hereas, while overseeing the State Route 107 resurfacing project on January 8,2008 she rvent
above and beyond the cal lof  duty to save the l i fe of a Ross of Georgia, Inc. employee who col lapsed
rvhi le on the job; and

Whereas, upon seeing the employee in distress she put herCPR cerl i f icat ion to use in the most
critical of times and performed CPR until emergency personnel arived; and

llhereas, her actions exemplifo the character and moralitv that sets the standard for each and
every Georgia DOT public servant; and

Ll/hereas, as the result of her decisiveness and quick thinking, Donna Cravey was presented with
the Department's Life Saver Award and will be revered as a hero amonsst us.
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Now, therefore, be it resolved that Donna Cravey be comnrended for her courageous act during a
time of crisis and each member of the Board offers heartfelt appreciation for her dedication to being an
upstanding ci t izen and Georgia DOT employee.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be spread upon the minutes of this meeting
and a sui table copy be provided to Donna Cravey in recognit ion of her devoted and commendable service
to the state of Georgia and i ts ci t izens.
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Cornnrissioner Abrahanr also requested approval of  the fol lowing Comprehensive Zoning Resolut ion.
Roy Herr ington made a motion to approve the fol lowing Comprehensive Zoning Resolut ion. seconded by
Rudy Bowen and unanimously approved.

Resolution

WIIEREAS. the State Transportal ion Board did, in regular session on November 18. 1971, adopted a
po l ic - r  on  or t tdoor  adrer t i s ing  an

WHEREAS. said pol icy adopted by the State Transportat ion Board contained a Schedule "A"

perlaining to ci l ies and count ies in Georgia which maintained comprehensive zoning plans; and

WHITREAS, the State 
-fransporlalion 

Board has directed its staff to make necessar\/ recomrnendations
in order that Schedule "A" of the said Outdoor Advertising Policy may be kept current rvith current
changing condit ions in ci t ies and count ies regarding conrprehensive zoning plans; and

\\ / l l l rREAS. the State Transporlat ion Board did, in regular session on December 18, 1975, adopt a
Resolut ion u,hich said the Board would revieu, al l  comprehensive zoning plans submitted for in i t ia l
approval or for renewal approval,  to asceftain and determine i f  said zoning plans can be cert i f ied for
purposes of outdoor advertising consistent with State/Federal Law or the Federal/State Agreement; and

WHEREAS. the Department of Transportat ion has determined that the fol lorving recommendation
is appropriate regarding comprehensive zoning plans:

CITY/COLINTY

Baftow County
Merirvether Coun5"
Columbus Consol idated
City of Baxley
Ciry,of Clayton
City of Austel l
City of Folkston

COMPRE,HENSIVE ZONING

Comprehensive Zoning Plan
Comprehensive Zoning Plan
Comprehensive Zoning Plan
Comprehensive Zoning Plan
Comprehensive Zoning Plan
Comprehensive Zoning Plan
Comprehensive Zoning Plan

RECOMMENDATIONS

Approve
Approve
Approve
Approve
Approve
Approve
Approve
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NOW TIIEREFORE, be resolved that the State Transpoftation Board, in regular session this date,
does herebt' amend Schedule "A" of the Department of Transpoftation Outdoor Advertising Policy by
including the above named recommendations.
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Commissioner Abraham also requested approval o1' the fol lowing Comprehensive Zoning Resolut ion.
Raybon Anderson nrade a motion to approve the following Comprehensive Zoning Resolution, seconded
b1' Bi l l  Kuhlke and unanimously approved.

Resolut ion

\\1HEREAS, the State Transponat ion Board did, in regularsession on November 18. 1971. adopted a
pol ic l  on outdoor adverl is ing an

WIIEREAS, said pol icy adopted by the State Transporlat ion Board contained a Schedule "A"
pertaining to ci t ies and count ies in Georgia which maintained comprehensive zoning plans; and

WHEREAS, the State Transpof lat ion Board has directed i ts staff  to make necessar\  recommendations
in ordcl  that Schedule "A" of the said Outdoor Advert is ing Pol icy nray be kept current rv i th current
changine condit ions in ci t ies and count ies regarding comprehensive zoning plans; and

WIII IREAS, the State Transpof iat ion Board did, in regular session on December 18, 1975, adopt a
Resolut ion which said the Board would review al lcomprehensive zoning plans subrni t ted for in i t ia l
approval or for renewal approval, to ascertain and determine if said zoning plans can be certified for
pLrrposes of outdoor advertising consistent with State/Federal Law or the Federal/State Agreement; and

WHEREAS. tlre Department of Transportalion has determined that the follorving recommendation
is appropriate regarding comprehensive zoning plans:

CITY/COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE ZONING RECOMMENDATIONS

Paulding County Amendment to Comprehensive Deny
Zoning Plan. Land Lot 308
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NOW THEREFORE, be resolved that the State Transportation Board, in regular session this date,
does hereby amend Schedule "A" of the Deparlment of Transportation Outdoor Advertising Policy by
including the above named recommendations.
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Chairman Evans requested that David Doss give a repon from the Publ ic Private Comrnif tee nreet ing.

Dav,rd Doss gave a report from the Public/Private Committee. IJe stated that Gerald Ross gave a
presentation on HOV to HOT l.anes and presented a resolution to the committee to take to the full Board
for approval.  David Doss stated there was some discussion regarding the resolut ion and recommended
changes. David Doss made a motion to approve the lbllowing resolution with the recommended changes,
seconded by Garland Pinholster and unanimously approved.

Resolution

WHEREAS, the State Transportation Board's approved Mission Statement is;

"The Georgia Department of Transportalion provides a safe, seantless, and .sustahmble
tronsportelion svslent lhat supports Georgia's econonly qnd is sensiliye to its cilizen.s and
environntenl": and.

WHEREAS, the mission staternent of the State Road and Tol lway Authori ty ( the "Authori ty")  is that:

",SI(TA utcrintairts and r,tperates sa/e and effcient tollJ'acilities, prrnides innovulit'c lronsportotion

Jinance opportunilies, and identifies user financed facilities to enhance the mobilin o/
Gcorgiurt.s ", and,

WHEREAS, Over tlre past 25 years, despite substantial increases in Federal, State, and local
transportation spending - ntuch of it from fuel taxes - we have witnessed a rapid groMh in highway
congest ion and in the last 25 years. highway funding has increased 100 percent,  yet congest ion over the
same period has increased 300 percent and this systemic fai lure is impact ing our farni l ies, our businesses,
and our environment; and.

WHEREAS, US. Department of Transportation Secretary Mary Peters has said. "State and local leaders
who are rvill ing to stand up, acknowledge the lirnitations of our current policies and pursue fundamentally
different strategies to financing and managing their transpor-tation systems" should be rewarded; and,

WHEREAS, Georeia's geographic location is recognized as the "Crossroads of Commerce" in the
Southeastern United States because of such assets as Ceorgia's vital Interstate and State Highway System,
Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport and the vibrant ports of Savannah and Brunswick; and.
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WHEREAS, the sev.erity of the metropolitan-Atlanta region's current traffic congestion is likely to
worsen as the population continues to grow; and,

WHEREAS, managed.lane corridors represent a strategic and innovativs investment in the transportation
inliastructure of Georgia; and,

WHEREAS, high occupancy vehicle (HOV) lanes are dedicated highway segments intended to serve
authorized high occupancy vehicles as well as alternative fuel vehicles, motorcycles and transit, thereby
improving safety, operations. and travel times in and around major metropolitan areas; and,

WHEREAS, high occupancy toll (HOT) lanes are increasingly being used around the country as a means
to better nranage HOV lanes, providing predictabi l i ty of  t ravel and mobi l i ty opt ions for el ig ible vehiclesl
and.

WHEREAS, the State Transportation Board and the Board of the State Road and Tollway Authority,
hereinafter collectively the "parties", recognizes that by adopting a managed lanes policy the parties can
col lcct ivelv play an important role in helping "Keep Georgia Moving with Qual i ty Transportat ion";  and,

WHERBAS. tlie Georgia Deparlmenl of Transportation is actively developing a Managecl Lane Systenr
P/rrrr which thc parties will util ize to explore and investigate ways to implement a financeable managed
lanc corr idor svstem as quickly as possible; and,

WHEREAS, the Authority is authorized by Georgia law to fix. charge. and collect tolls on, and operate
and manage. roads and other " land publ ic transportat ion systems".

NOW' THEREI'ORE BE IT RESOLVED that tlre Stale Transportation Board and the Board of the
Atrthoritl ' direct their respective executive leadership and stafls, in partnership u,ith one anolher, and in
the best interests of the ci t izens of the State of Ceorgia, as fol lorvs:

I . To utilize best practices to determine the operational and financial feasibility of managing traffic
congestion through the use of occupancy and pricing to provide viable transpofiation options for
the State of Georgia: and,

2' ln the event managed lanes are determined to be beneficial and cost-effective by the Stare
Transportation Board and the Board of the State Road and Tollway,Authority, the staff rvill:

a.  Recommend governing pol ic ies for managed lanes to include occupancy and pr ic ing on
both applicable new-location facilities and within existing transporlation corridors; and,

b' Recommend a system of managed lanes separated from the general purpose lanes with
strategic access points along the transpoftation corridors; ancl,

c. Actively pursue public outreach activities to educate the public on the benefits of managed
lanes .

Adopted by the state Transportation Board this 20th day of March, 200g.
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Robert Brown gave a report from the Finance Committee. He stated thal Terri Slack. COO, State
Tol lway Authori ty.  Dianne Pope, Director of Finance & Invest ing Commission and Tommy Hi l l ,  CFO,
State of Georgia gave presentat ion on GARVEE Bonds. which included how GARVEE Bonds are
processed, GARVEE ratings and programs. He also stated that Earl Mahfuz, Treasurer, gave a
presentat ion on the FIRE LJnit ,  which included processes and accomplishments and review of inact ive
projects. *

Garland Pinholster gave a repofi from the Legislative Committee. He stated that Buddy Gratlon gavc
a presentat ion on the status of proposed legislat ion for the 2008 Legislat ive Session, which included
fi.rndingl red liglit carneras, outdoor advertisingl truck weights; design build and other transportation bills.
l le also stated that Buddl,Graffon gave an update on the status of two bi l ls the Deparlment recommended.
Senate .B i l l  444  and I louse B i l l  1026.

Chairman Mike Evans gave a presentat ion regardingthe historyof Bi l ly Langdaley'ears served on the
DOT Board, which included years of service and accomplishments whi le serving on the Board.*
Chairman Evans also requested a motion for the fol lowing resolut ion. Raybon Anderson made a motion
to approve the fol lou, ing resolut ion, seconded by Ernory McClinton and unanimousl l 'approved.

Resolut ion

Whereas, Mr. Wil l iam Pope "Bi l ly" l .angdale became a member of the State T'ransporlat ion Board
of- Georeia in 1988 and has served the 2nd Congressional Distr ict  with grcat dist inct ion and honor,
lai thlul ly represent ing his consl i tuents with the highest degree of integri ty;  and

Whereas, Mr. l -angdale graduated frorn Valdosta High School in 1938, aftended the LJniversi ty of
Georgia. Mercer Universi ty and Valdosta State Col lege and then joined his farni ly 's turpent ine business:
and

Whereas, Mr. l .angdale served his country with courage and valor dur ing World War l l ,  achieving
thc rank of Lt .  Colonel in the [ ,J.S. Marirre Corps and receiving a Brorrze Star i rr  t l re Batt le of Piva Forks,
Bouga inv i l le ;  and

Whereas, Mr. Langdale has establ ished himself  as an extraordinari ly successful  businessman in
Lowndes County, heading several  companies in the Valdosta area where he remains act ive in the
community,  belonging to the Valdosta Country Club. the Elks Club, the American Legion and a host of
other civ ic and chari table organizat ions; and

Whereas, Mr. Langdale has tirelessly served on several State Transporlation Board committees and
served as Board Chairrnan in 1995; and

Whereas, he has provided sage counsel and advice to Georgia Depa(ment of Transportat ion
Commissioners Gena Abraham. Harold Linnenkohl,  Tom Coleman, Wayne Shackelford and Hal Rives;
and
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Whereas, during his tenure on the State Transportation Board, Mr. Langdale has the remarkable
dist inct ion of never having missed a regular board meeting during his 20 years of service, ensuring that
his constituents are alwavs represented in deliberations: and

Whereas, throughout his tenure on the State Transpoftation Board, Mr. Langdale has been an
tunrvavering and inf luent ial  advocate for meeting the mobi l i ty needs o1-al l  Georgians. championing such
statewide transportation infrastructure programs as the Governor's Road Improvement Program (GRIP).

Now, therefore, be it resolved that the State Transporlation Board recognizes and appreciates Board
Membqr Bi l ly l ,angdale's outstanding contr ibut ions and service in meeting the l ransportat ion needs of the
people of Georgia and extends to him its very best wishes upon the occasion of his retirement frorn the
Board.

Bc it furthcr resolved that a copy of this resolution be spread upon the minutes of this meeting and
a suitable copy be provided to Bi l ly Langdale in recognit ion of his devoted and commendable service to
the State Transportation Board and the Georgia Deparlment of Transportation.

Adopted this the 20'h tla1, of March, 2008.
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There being no fufther business, Chairman Evans asked for a motion to adjourn. Raybon Anderson
nrade a rnotion to ad.jor:rn. seconded by Garland Pinholster and unanimously approved.

Respectfully submitted :

*Denotes documentation in file.


